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i^S., opposes S. Africa-Syria arms deal 

Wj^H^GTON (AFP) — The White House called on 
5 p?ah : A 6 rca Monday to cancel a reported arms sale to 
Syria, calling the deal **a very bad idea.” The Sunday 
3|mes -i?f Johannesburg said Sunday that the South 
African government had sanctioned a $641 million sale 
of. tank-firing missile systems to Damascus. “We think 
that’s It very bad idea, * White House spokes man Michael 
Mcdirry said, adding that Washington bad no official 
confirmation yet of the deal. “We urge the government of 
Sooth Africa not to go through with the sale, and we have 
confidence that the government of South Africa under- 
stands die seriousness of the issue.” Syria is on the Stale 
Department’s annual list of countries involved in 
-international terrorism ” The State Department also 
expressed strongly worded disapproval of tbe deaL 
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King receives U.S. congressional team 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday 
received a U.S. congressional delegation headed by Rep- 
resentative Sonny Callahan(Republican-Alabama). King 
Hussein and the delegation discussed the Middle East 
peace process. The King briefed the delegation on Jor- 
dan’s commitment to achieving a just durable and com- 
prehensive peace on the region.Mr Callahan is a mem- 
ber of the U.S. House of Representatives Appropriations 
Committee and chairs the Subcommittee on Foreign 
Operations. Mr Callahan is accompanied by Congress 
members Ron Packard (Republican-Califomia); Nita 
Lowey (Democrat-New York); Joe Knollenberg 
(Republican-Michigan); Michael Forves, (Republican- 
New Yorki; Terry Everett (Republican-Alabama) and 
Michael Collins (Republican-Gerogia). 
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Israel, Palestinians put 
final touches to accord 
after King's mediation 
produces breakthrough 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israelis and 
Palestinians mer Monday 
amid high optimism they 
might finally wrap up a 
peace package that would 
extend Palestinian rule to 
Hebron and other parts of 
the West Bank. 

After more than five 
hours of U.S.-mediated 
negotiations at a Jerusalem 
hotel, the Palestinian dele- 
gation left to break their 
daily fast marking the Holy 
Month of Ramadan and 
officials on both sides said 
more work was needed. 

“We are coming back 
tonight, we need a bit more 
time,” chief Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erakat 
said. 

Mr. Erakat stressed there 
was no crisis in the talks, 
but asked if an agreement 
on extending Palestinian 
rule on the West Bank was 
possible later in the day as 
earlier hoped, he respond- 
ed, “I don’t think so” 

“talks are continuing, 
wejxe making every possi- 

J^^U-PALESTINIAN 
negotiations aimed at forg- 
ing adud -on extending 
self-rule to Hebron were 
halted briefly late Monday 
because of a bomb scare. 

Negotiators broke up a 
meeting at Jerusalem's 
Laromme Hotel while 
police with sniffer dogs 
searched the room where 
the talks were taking 
place, police said. 

Police acted after receiv- 
ing an anonymous tele- 
phone call from a German 
man, but tbe search of the 
hotel found nothing suspi- 
cious and the negotiations 
restarted after a short 
break. 


U.S. cautions against 
over-optimism for deal 

THE WHITE HOUSE warned Monday against over-opti- 
mism on the chances of a deal being reached during talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians on an Israeli troop pull- 
out from the West Bank town. 

White House spokesman Michael McCuiry told journal- 
ists: “We are not encouraging people to leap to exuberant 
degrees of optimism. 

“This is a process tbar requires bard work. Indeed some 
progress has been made, but there are differences that 
remain between the parties.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton “has followed very carefully 
Ambassador Dennis Ross’s negotiations,” added Mr. 
McCurry. 

He said Mr. Clinton had called Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak by telephone late Sunday to discuss the progress 
of the talks. 

Mr. Clinton called Mr. Mubarak “to exchange views with 
(Continued on page 7) 


ble effort to conclude, but 
when, I don’t know,' he 
said. “There are still issues 
that need to be addressed, 
both concerning Hebron 
and after Hebron.” 

Israeli negotiators and 
V.S. special envoy Dennis 
Ross remained in the hotel, 
apparently pursuing discus- 
sions pending the return of 
the Palestinians. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
officials bad earlier 
expressed optimism that 
more than three months of 
arduous negotiations on 
Hebron and other stages of 
the self-rule process could 
be concluded Monday 
thanks to a dramatic inter- 
vention on Sunday by King 
Hussein. 

The King’s mediation 
produced a compromise 
agreement that Israel 
would withdraw its troops 
from most West Bank rural 
areas in three stages over 
the next year and a half. 


about a one-year delay in 
the timetable laid down in 
a 1995 interim peace agree- 
ment between the two 
sides. 

The officials had suggest- 
ed Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat could meet late 
Monday to seal an overall 
peace package, but by mid- 
day it was clear this was 
improbable. 

“There is still a lot of 
work to do,” Danny Naveh, 
Mr. Netanyahu’s cabinet 
secretary, said. 

A senior Palestinian offi- 
cial said the Netanyahu- 
Arafat meeting was unlike- 
ly before Tuesday. 

“If they overcome the 
obstacles, this could open 
the way to a meeting 
tomorrow between Arafat 
and Netanyahu, but today 
will be a long day of hard 

(Continued on page 7) 


Opposition to Hebron 
deal swells among 
Netanyahu supporters 


TEL AVIV (AP)— Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu faced growing revolt 
over the near-complete 
Hebron deal Monday from 
his own cabinet and right- 
wing Jewish settlers who 
voted him into office. 

“We have to find an alter- 
native to the prime minis- 
ter,” said settler leader Nis- 
san Smolianski. 

“I’m sorry about it — I 
worked hard to get him 
elected, and his opinions 
are close to ours. But in 
practice, he is implement- 
ing the policy of the previ- 
ous government with less 
talent. So we have no 
choice. We are loyal to the 
policy, not the man.” 

Seven of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
18 cabinet ministers have 
said they will vote against 
the agreement, and three 
are wavering. Legally, Mr. 
Netanyahu does not need 
cabinet approval, but it 
would difficult politically 
to proceed without it. 

“We arc quite sure that 
we can get a majority of 
ministers to be against 
this,” said Rabbi Eliezer 
Waldman, head of an 
extreme right-wing semi- 
nary in die Kiryat Arba set- 
tlement outside Hebron. 

“This cannot go through. 
It is not democratic, ft is 
not fair.” 

Transportation Minister 
Yitzhak Levy, a patron of 
the settlers, said Mr. 


Netanyahu was following 
in the footsteps of his 
dovish predecessor, Shi- 
mon Peres, who negotiated 
the original accords that led 
to Palestinian self-rule. 

Israel is supposed to turn 
over control of 80 per cent 
of Hebron to the Palestini- 
ans within 10 days of the 
signing of the agreement. 
But right-wingers are even 
more angry over a 
timetable in the agreement 
for three further with- 
drawals from rural areas of 
the West Bank. 

“It awakens a lot of won- 
der as to where this govern- 
ment is leading." said Mr. 
Levy, who is from the 
National Religious Party 
(NRP), junior partner in 
Mr. Netanyahu’s ruling 
coalition. Mr. Levy plans to 
vote against the agreement 

NRP legislator Han an 
Porat suggested that the 
party abandon Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 
and force new elections 
over the agreement which, 
he said “betrays the trust of 
the voter.” 

“If he signs an agreement 
that means a withdrawal 
from Judea and Samaria,” 
Mr. Porat said, using the 
Israeli Dames for the occu- 
pied West Bank, “it is 
doubtful that we can sit in a 

government like that” . 

However, an NRP cabinet 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.S., EU 
to provide 
guarantees 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
The emerging Israel i- 
Palestinian accord on 
Hebron will include a 
European letter of assur- 
ance alongside U.S. guar- 
antees designed to ensure 
that Israel implements all 
self-rule agreements, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said Monday. 

“There is to be a Euro- 
pean letter of guarantees as 
well as an American one 
concerning Palestinian 
demands,” said Nabil Abu 
Rdaina. a top adviser to 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er ArafaL 

Abu Rdaina would not 
provide details on tbe let- 
ters, but said they were 
“similar to those provided 
at the (1993) Madrid con- 
ference” which launched 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators were holding 
new meetings Monday in a 
bid to finalise an agreement 
on extending self-rule to 
Hebron and other parts of 
tbe West Bank. 

A breakthrough in the 
talks was hoped for after 
King Hussein, in meetings 
Sunday with both Mr, 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Net- 
anyahu, brokered a com- 
promise over the U.S. letter 
of guarantees that 

(Continued on page 7) 



Peace process in new 
phase, Muasher says 


His Majesty King Hussein, Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu (second 
from right), Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak Mordechai (left) and U.S. special 
envoy Dennis Ross look on as chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat gestures dur- 
ing a meeting at the Israeli defence ministry in Tel Aviv on Sunday (Petra photo) 

Peace process is back on 
track, Kabariti says after 
briefing Mubarak in Cairo 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Israel’s apparent 
commitment to a withdrawal timetable for 
the West Bank puts the peace process back 
on track; Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said in Cairo on Monday. 

“I believe that when the implementation 
occurs, then we are truly back on the real 
and right trade," Mr. Kabariti told 
reporters following a meeting with Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak. 

He added: “Building bridges of trust is 
the basis of die peace process." 

Mr. Kabariti was speaking during a visit 
he paid to Egypt to brief President 
Mubarak cm the outcome of talks which 
were conducted Sunday between His 
Majesty King Hussein, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu concerning the rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces in the Hebron 
area and the timetable for further rede- 
ployments in the rural parts of the West 
Bank. 

Royal Court Chief Awn Khasawneh 
accompanied Mr. Kabariti on the visit, 
which was within the framework of Jor- 
dan's on going efforts to ensure the success 
of the peace process, the Jordan News 
Agency, Peon, said. Both of diem returned 
home later in the day. 

In a key compromise, Mr. Arafat told the 
King in Gaza on Sunday that he would 
agree to let Israel prolong its West Bank 
pullout to mid- 1998. It originally was to be 
completed by September 1997. 

After the compromise, Israel and tbe 
Pales tinians began Monday to put their 
agreement on paper. 

This, in turn, could clear the way for a 
long-overdue Israeli troop pullback in 
Hebron. 

Mr. Kabariti said: “What happened yes- 
terday was a big step and a very important 
one on the road to reaching a protocol to 
implement the Oslo accords.” 

He also stressed the importance of 
respecting its terms. “Once implementation 
is achieved we would have really returned 
to the sound path and a return to building 
confidence.” 


Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
meanwhile. acknowledged that 

“progress” had been made but cautioned 
against too much optimism. 

“It seems that there is progress but there 
are still many issues that have not been 
agreed upon " Mr. Musa told reporters at a 
joint news conference with Mr. Kabariti 
after emerging from talks with Mr. 
Mubarak. 

“But it is not over yet there are still diffi- 
culties in the negotiations.” Mr. Musa said, 
adding, however, that efforts were under- 
way to finalise the text of an agreement. 

“We hope it will end with an accord.” Mr. 
Musa said. 

During die Gaza talks, the King and Mr. 
Arafat spoke by phone with others 
involved in mediation. At one point, there 
was a conference call with Mr. Mubarak. 
Mr. Netanyahu and U.S. Secretary of Stale 
Warren Christopher. 

Mr. Kabariti explained to reporters that 
Jordan’s mediation was based on an Egypt- 
ian proposal which would have set a dead- 
line for West Bank redeployment in May 
1998. 

“Jordan’s proposal was to have the end of 
the withdrawals by mid- 1998 as a middle 
solution between the Palestinian. Israeli 
and American suggestions," Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

Mr. Kabariti praised Israel for being 
“very flexible." 

Last week. King Hussein met Mr. 
Mubarak in the Egyptian resort town of 
Aswan to discuss the Hebron negotiations. 

Hebron residents on Monday expressed 
their gratitude to King Hussein’s efforts to 
overcome the Palestinian -Israeli obstacles 
to reach a redeployment agreement on 
Hebron and other West Bank cities. 

Israeli television said the King's visits to 
both Gaza and Tel Aviv was a great suc- 
cess. The television interviewed Hebro- 
nites, who voiced satisfaction and gratitude 
to the outcome of King Hussein’s 
visit/'Jordanian and Palestinian leaderships 
are one and that all the citizens are Jordani- 
ans." said one of them. 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The success- 
ful effort of His Majesty 
King Hussein in convinc- 
ing the Palestinians and 
Israel to accept a compro- 
mise in the schedule of 
implementation of the 
Oslo agreements repre- 
sents a new phase in the 
Middle East peace 
process. Information Min- 
ister Marwao Muasher 
said Monday. 

The new phase is sig- 
nalled by the Likud-led 
government's acceptance 
of the deal, which repre- 
sents the first agreement 
between the hardline gov- 
ernment and the Palestini- 
ans as opposed to the 
Oslo accords, which were 
signed by the previous 
Labour-led government. 
Dr. Muasher pointed out. 

While the compromise 
agreement is indeed part 
of implementing the Oslo 
accords, the approach of 
the new party in power in 
Israel is different than that 
of its predecessor, the 
minister observed. 

“The ideology of the 
present (Likud-led) gov- 
ernment is different from 
that of its predecessor,” 
noted Dr. Muasher. “As 
such, its acceptance of the 
compromise and an agree- 
ment with the Palestinians 
represent a new phase in 
the peace process” 

Dr. Muasher accompa- 
nied the!. King on his medi- 
ation visit on Sunday to 
the Gaza Strip for talks 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and to Tel 
Aviv where the King met 
with Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Die King was carrying 
the compromise formula, 
which brought forward the 
withdrawal schedule from 
May 1999 as demanded by 
Israel to mid- 1998, a few 
months away from the 
September 1997 schedule 
insisted upon by the Pales- 
tinians. 

Both Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu accepted the 
compromise, and thus the 
breakthrough. Dr. Muash- 
er explained at a weekly 
news briefing on Monday. 

“The King's direct inter- 
vention stemmed from 
mounting concern that the 
Middle East peace process 
was about to collapse 
completely, particularly 
after the decision by the 
U.S. mediator to return 
home without an agree- 
ment,” said the minister 
referring to Washington's 
special Middle East coor- 
dinator Dennis Ross. 


According to the reports. 
Mr. Ross was returning 
home later Sunday but 
decided against it and 
stayed on to attend the 
King’s talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu. He announced 
Monday that he would not 
be returning to the U.S. 
but would stay in the 
region until the Israeli- 
Palestinian accord was 
signed. 

“The situation was very 
serious yesterday (Sun- 
day) morning because all 
indications were that the 
peace process was about 
to collapse,” noted Dr. 
Muasher. “His Majesty’s 
successful mediation 
averted a major catastro- 
phe. No one could predict 
what could happen if the 
peace process failed," he 
added. 

Dr. Muasher emphasised 
that the Jordanian effort 
was part of a broader ini- 
tiative coordinated with 
Egypt, the United States 
and “all other parties 
involved." and also credit- 
ed Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak for having 
played a significant role. 

The information minis- 
ter said the quick visit of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and Royal 
Court Chief Awn Kha- 
sawneh to Cairo to person- 
ally brief President 
Mubarak on the outcome 
of the King's efforts clear- 
ly highlighted Jordanian- 
Egyptian coordination. 

Dr. Muasher also noted 
that chief Palestinian 
negotiator Saeb Erakat 
accompanied the King to 
Tel Aviv in a reflection of 
the close Palestinian 
involvement in the. effort 
to secure an Israeli accep- 
tance of the compromise. 

The Israeli daily Yediot 
Ahronot meanwhile paid 
tribute to the King's medi- 
ation and predicted that 
"at the end of the renewed 
momentum, the agreement 
on (the Israeli army’s) 
redeployment in Hebron 

— and the next stages of 
the implementation of the 
Oslo accords, with 
improved wording — is 
likely to be signed.” 

An agreement, said the 
daily in an editorial, will 
greatly add to “King Hus- 
sein's status and prestige 
in the region," and will 
“grant him the status of 
the senior agent of peace 

— a statesman capable of 
compromising between 
Palestinians and Israelis 

— in the region.” 


Iraq will continue oil supply to Jordan, 'technical details 
delaying renewal of deal, Aziz says after talks in Amman 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter = 

AMMAN — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
on Monday reaffirmed that 
his country would continue 
to supply oil to Jordan par- 
tially at discounted prices 
and partially free of cosl 

Speaking to the press 
after talks with Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
Mr. Aziz also said the Iraqi 
government was ready to 
increase the volume of its 
oil supply to Jordan and 
that “technical details” 

were delaying the renewal 
of the annual accord 
between the two countries. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher, in a 
weekly press briefing, also 
said “technical details’ 7 
were behind the delay and 
that the government did not 
anticipate any serious hur- 
dle in renewing the accord 


Dr. Muasher declined to 
be specific on what the 
hitches were, saying: “We 
do not negotiate the oil 
agreement through the 
press.” 

Following his talks with 
Mr. Aziz before leaving for 
a quick visit to Egypt, 
Prime Minister Kabariti 
said Jordan was keen on 
bolstering its economic and 
trade ties with all Arab 
states which face regional 
and international economic 
challenges. 

Mr. Kabariti underlined 
the importance of the 
implementation of the Jor- 
dani an- Iraqi economic 
agreements, “which are 
instrumental in safeguard- 
ing common interests.” 

Mr. Kabariti expressed 
hope that the U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq fol- 
lowing the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
“will be lifted so that Iraq 


can resume its natural role 
in the Arab economic 
development process.” 

In comments to Jordan 
Television. Mr. Aziz said: 

“We held objective talks 
which particularly concen- 
trated on bilateral relations. 
We di scussed steps that 
ought to be taken in the 
coming days to finalise 
economic agreements 
between Iraq and Jordan. 

“I would like to stress that 
Iraq, which has been com- 
mitted to cooperating with 
Jordan since die 1970s 
despite the past circum- 
stances resulting from the 
U.N. sanctions, is ready to 
continue this practice. 

“Since 1990 President 
Saddam Hussein decided to 
help Jordan economically 
by providing large quanti- 
ties of crude oil to the King- 
dom free of charge and this 
is a standing decision. We 
are committed to it What 


is left for us to do is to dis- 
cuss the technical details in 
order to finalise the agree- 
ment and this is up to the 
Jordanian government as 
Baghdad is ready to receive 
Jordanian officials entrust- 
ed with the task of dis- 
cussing this question.” 

Referring to Iraq’s debts 
to Jordan, Mr. Aziz said: 
“We are committed to repay 
back these debts. Iraq is 
ready to continue coopera- 
tion and is ready to give oil 
as a gift from President 
Saddam Hussein in order to 
help the Jordanian econo- 
my. Iraq is ready to settle 
its debts to the Kingdom 
and to offer crude oil to Jor- 
dan at preferential rates 
and is also ready to import 
Jordanian goods and ser- 
vices because these help 
the economy of the wo 
countries.” 

“Iraq did not borrow from 
Jordan any money or goods 


or services but it had 
received goods and services 
in exchange for free oil but 
these goods were registered 
as debts.” said the Iraqi 
deputy prime minister 
However, Iraq is ready to 
consider them as debts and 
will be settling them in due 
course, added Mr. Aziz, 
who later left for Paris. 

The Jonianian-lraqi oil 
accord is exempt from the 
United Nations embargo 
enforced on Iraq. 

Few details of pricing 
mechanisms for the proto- 
col, which is essentially a 
barter agreement, are avail- 
able. Some of the oil is 
supplied free and another 
panis priced at a discount 
to world market prices. 

Iraq has agreed to Jor- 
dan’s request to raise the oil 
supplies In 1997 by seven 
per cent to 4.5 million 
tonnes of crude oil and oil 
derivatives. 


2 Home & Middle East News 
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'Hebron Jews' demand 
evacuation of settlers 


By a Jordan limes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jews who trace their roots in 
Hebron for centuries are calling for an 
immediate evacuation of Jewish settlers 
from the West Bank town saying the set- 
ters have the right to be there even in the 
name of Jewish ancestry. 

An appeal appearing in Internet this week 
signed by M people representing most of 
the ancient Jewish families living in 
Hebron described the settlers as “alien to 
she culture and way of life of the Hebron 
Jews." 

The statement underlined the fundamen- 
tal rift in the Israeli society, particularly 
between the Jews who have been living in 
Palestine along with Palestinians for cen- 
turies before the State of Israel was created 
in 1948 and immigrants, who, more often 
than not. were enticed into living in the 
occupied West Bank by government incen- 
tives since 1967. 

The appeal by "the Hebron Jews" was 
carried under the Internet address of Peace 
Now. an Israeli group that supports the 
Palestinian people’s right to set an indepen- 
dent state and rejects Israel’s settlement 
policy in the occupied territories. 

The statement, whose signatories includ- 
ed many of the prominent Jewish families 
in Hebron such as Zarfaii, Slonim, Hassun, 
Schencirscn, Mani. and Kliers. demanded 
that the Israeli government "evacuate the 
handful of settlers from the city at once 
before they succeed in exploding the peace 
process and destroying the prospects of 
peace." 

Security for the 450 Jewish settlers living 
in the heart of Hebron among the town’s 
1 20.IXK) Palestinians has been one of the 
key hurdles cited by the government of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in its demand for changing 
some of the agreement that the Palestinians 


had signed with the previous Labour gov- 
ernment 

The changes, which are now accepted by 
the Palestinians, severely curtail the Pales- 
tinians’ freedom to move around in Hebron 
and allows Israel to exercise indirect secu- 
rity control over the town 

Entitled “See Peace for Hebron," the 
Internet message said: 

“We, the descendants of the families of 
Hebron’s ancient Jewish community, sons 
and grandsons and greatgrandsons of the 
Jews who lived in the city for hundreds of 
years, want peace. 

"Now, when the city of our lathers and 
forefathers is in the eye of a storm threat- 
ening to explode the political process and 
to destroy the prospects of peace, we feel 
an obligation to say what is in our hearts. 

"Settlers living in Hebron’s heart do not 
have the right to speak in the name of the 
old Jewish community, and their preten- 
sions to be following the path of our fathers 
are a deceit and deceiving. They are alien to 
the culture and way of life of the Hebron 
Jews, who, in the course of generations, 
created a heritage of peace between peoples 
and understanding between faiths. 

“The settlers, who have taken possession 
of Jewish property in the heart of Hebron 
and made it theirs, have done thievish 
work. No one granted them the right that is 
not theirs, no matter if we speak of private 
property or community property. And they 
intend to add sins to their crimes and to 
possess other lands and structures. 

"Therefore the government must evacu- 
ate the handful of settlers from the city at 
once, before they succeed in exploding the 
peace process and destroying the prospects 
of peace." 

Those who wanted support the Hebron 
Jews’ position were adviced to write to Post 
Box 29828, Tel Aviv 61297 marked "For 
Hebron.” 


Russian 
Jew admits 
spying for 
KGB 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An 
electrical engineer who 
immigrated to Israel from 
the former Soviet Union 
in 1981 has admitted to 
spying for Moscow, court 
sources said Monday. 
Anatoly Gendler, 48, was 
a deputy manager of the 
state electricity authority 
and was accused of pro- 
viding Soviet and then 
Russian intelligence with 
information on Israel’s 
electrical generating and 
distribution systems and 
its military installations. 

Appearing in court on 
Sunday, Gendler admitted 
spying for the former 
KGB Soviet intelligence 
service but said he 
stopped five years ago, 
the sources said- Gendler 
said he had been linked to 
the KGB since 1970 and 
had been blackmailed into 
continuing his work for 
the spy agency after emi- 
grating from Moldova 
since his parents 
remained in Russia as vir- 
tual hostages, the sources 
said. 

The exact date of 
Gendler ’s arrest was not 
revealed. His identity had 
been kept secret until 
Sunday's court appear- 
ance. 


Sudan mobilises forces after border attack 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Sudanese President Omar 
A I Bashir on Monday 
called for a mobilisation of 
the army and civilian mili- 
tia after rebel forces 
attacked towns on the 


Sudan-Ethiopia border. 
Egypt’s Middle East 


News Agency (MENA) 
said a statement issued by 
the palace early in the 
morning said the forces 
must "defend ... the home- 
land and deter the enemies 
of Islam and humanity.” 

The statement used the 
phrase “jihad” which 
means holy war. 

Tlie mobilisation came 
after rebels of John 
Carting's Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) 
on Sunday attacked the 
SuJancse towns of Kurmuk 
and Qasan near the 
Ethiopian border, apparent- 
ly wresting control from 
the Sudanese army. 

The two towns are about 
' l '' i k i lomet res southeast 
nf the Sudanese capital 
Kh.nlouin. 

A statement issued early 
Monday by the Sudanese 
armed forces’ general com- 
mand accused Ethiopia of 
fighting with the Sudanese 
opposition. MENA said. 

It said the fighting for the 
towns Sunday involved 
“di lie re ill kinds of 

artillery” fired from inside 
Ethiopian territory and last- 


ed for six hours, died down 
then resumed for another 
four hours. 

AnSPLA statement said 
that combined rebel forces 
captured several military 
positions in the Blue Nile 
region. 

“A new front has been 
opened in the Blue Nile 
region, attacking and cap- 
turing the military posi- 
tions of Yamtra. Bakura, 
Yabsher which are located 
southeast of the town of Ar 
Roseris and Daraazin ” the 
statement said. 

“A large number of 
weapons and ammunition 
were seized ” it said. 

Earlier on Sunday an 
SPLA spokesman in 
Asmara said key towns 
including Kunnuk were 
seized in heavy fighting the 
same day and that SPLA 
forces were advancing on 
the electricity station in 
Oessazin. 

Spokesman Yassin Sahid 
Armar said that combined 
forces had taken the towns 
of Yakura, Agutera and 
Mansa in the north of the 
Blue Nile region, wiping 
out four government 
brigades. 

“These are decisive bat- 
tles for peace and democra- 
cy in Sudan,” Mr. Armor 
said. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties from 
the remote region. 


MENA said state-run 
Sudan Television interrupt- 
ed its regular programme to 
broadcast the statement 
from the military and 
accompanied it with patri- 
otic songs. 

The Sudanese rebels 
apparently managed to 
occupy a large swath 
around the border towns in 
Blue Nile state, MENA 
said. 

Sudan has an active mili- 
tary force of about 89,000 
and paramilitary units 
known as the Popular 
Defence Force of about 
15.000 men. The militia’s 
reserve is about 60,000 
strong. 

The SPLA has been 
fighting since 1983 to try to 
win autonomy for the 
south’s Christians and ani- 
mists from the Islamic 
north. More than 1.3 mil- 
lion people have died in the 
fighting and resulting 
famines. 

General Bashir, who took 
power in a military coup in 
1989. has vowed to end the 
uprising. He has made 
inroads into Col. Garang’s 
following by offering 
peace agreements to some 
of Col. Garang’s comman- 
ders and promising to enact 
a new constitution that 
would give the southerners 
exemptions from Islamic 
law. 

Sudan has increasingly 


accused neighbouring 
countries of intervening on 
behalf of the rebels in 
Sudan. 

Relations between Sudan 
and Ethiopia have soured 
since Ethiopia and Egypt 
accused Sudan of involve- 
ment in an attempt on the 
life of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in June 
1995 in the Ethiopian capi- 
tal Addis Ababa. Sudan has 
denied it. 

Late last month. Sudan 
accused rebel fighters in 
Eritrea of shooting down a 
Sudanese military heli- 
copter as it patrolled the 
border, killing all three sol- 
diers aboard. Sudan said 
Eritrean forces were 
involved, too. 

Eritrea broke off relations 
with Sudan in December 
1994, accusing its neigh- 
bour of sheltering Islamic 
rebels. 

In addition to accusing 
Eritrea of helping rebel 
forces, Sudan also has been 
critical of its neighbour for 
allowing anti-government 
political groups to operate 
from the capital Asmara. 
These include the National 
Democratic Alliance, a 
grouping of Sudanese 
opposition parties that has 
vowed to overthrow 
Sudan’s Islamic govern- 
ment. 


Princess 

Basma 

visits 

Ajloun, 

Jerash 


AJLOUN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma on Monday visited 
Ajloun and Jerash gover- 
norates in the course of 
the Ramadan charity cam- 
paign carried out by the 
Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development 
(QAF). The Princess -told 
local residents that the 
campaign aims at foster- 
ing solidarity and cooper- 
ation among the one Jor- 
danian family and to help 
the poor through provid- 
ing them with their needs 
in this holy moath. 

The residents expressed 
gratitude to Princess 
Basma and her efforts to 
help the needy. 

pour hundred needy 
famili es benefited from 
the campaign in the two 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basma visits a local family during a tour she ma|e ; of 
Ajloun and Jerash govern orates as part of a Ramadan charity campaign organsetfbyth 
Queen Alia Fund for Social Development (Petra photo) ' 

govemorates. tiyes in the two gover- mg women’s participation 

The Princess also met riorates and listened to in their local commimi- 
with women represent!- their demands in increas- ties. 


mg women’s participation 
in their local communi- 
ties. 


Eitan rejects talk of 
abandoning Jordan 
Valley settlements 


British nurses in good 
health in Saudi prison 


The Jerusalem Post 


AGRICULTURE MINIS- 
TER Rafael Eitan on Sun- 
day attacked a recent coali- 
tion-opposition understand- 
ing regarding the Jordan 
Valley as contravening gov- 
ernment policy and said it 
should be ignored. 

Speaking on a visit to the 
valley, Eitan said the under- 
standings reached* between 
coalition chairman Michael 
Eitan and Labour Deputy 
Yossi Beilin “do not coin- 
cide with government poli- 
cy, and if anyone is con- 
ducting such talks you 
should not pay him any 
attention.” Eitan told farm- 
ers and settlement leaders 
that he is committed to 
developing the region and 
that his ministry would give 
priority to research and 
development land cultiva- 
tion, and bringing new set- 
tlers to live there. 

The minister made his 
comments while addressing 
the dedication ceremony of 
the Ya’acobi experimental 


farm, named in memory of 
researcher Zvi Ya’acobi. 
His remarks followed a dis- 
cussion of the Michael 
Eitan-Yossi Beilin under- 
standings in Friday's cabi- 
net meeting. 

Eitan told the audience 
that the cabinet had 
expressed clear reservations 
regarding the understand- 
ings. He insisted die impor- 
tance of the Jordan Valley 
had QOt diminis hed in the 
eyes of the government 

Last Thursday, the Jordan 
Valley settlements were in 
an uproar over reports that 
the understandings made no 
mention of their remaining 
under Israeli sovereignty in 
a final settlement with the 
Palestinians. 

The Eitan-Beilin docu- 
ments put forward two sce- 
narios: under one. the valley 
would be designated a secu- 
rity zone; which a division 
would be stationed along 
the length of the Jordanian 
border. Neither case men- 
tions creating Israeli sover- 
eignty over die settlements. 


National census puts Iranian 
population at nearly 60 million 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
population has reached 
59.5 million, with the 
largest Tehran province 
accounting for 11 million 
people, according to a 
national census by the Iran 
Statistics Centre (ISC). 
“According to the prelimi- 
nary results, Iran’s urban 
population is 61 per cent 
versus the rural population 
during the current (Iranian) 


calendar year ending 
March 21. 1996” Abbasali 
Zali, ISC head was reported 
as saying by the English- 
language Iran News news- 
paper on Monday. Indepen- 
dent population estimates 
of the region’s most popu- 
lous country have ranged 
between 60 and 6S million. 
The ISC census was carried 
out in the last months of 
1996, Iran News reported. 


DUBAI (R) — Two British 
nurses charged with murder- 
ing an Australian colleague 
in Saudi Arabia appeared in 
good health but were finding 
life at the women’s section of 
a Dammam prison difficult, a 
relative said on Monday. 

The two Britons. Lucille 
McLauchlan. 31, and Debo- 
rah Parry. 41, were impris- 
oned in the eastern Saudi city 
of Dammam on Dec. 20 and 
charged with murdering 
Yvonne Gilford. 55. 

Under Islamic law, the two 
could face public beheading 
if found guilty of premeditat- 
ed murder by a panel of three 
judges. Defendants have the 
right of appeal to two other 
five-judge panels before a 
final verdict is passed. 

The two women saw their 
relatives on Sunday for tire 
first time in what Jonathan 
Ashby, Ms. Parry’s brother- 
in-law. said was an emotional 
reunion in two separate 
rooms for “the good part of 
two hours.” 

He said Ms. Parry was 
wearing a long black robe, 
which women in the king- 
dom must wear, but her head 
was not covered, as custom 
dictates. She was not hand- 
cuffed. 

"She appeared to be well,” 
he told Reuters by telephone 
from Dammam. He was 
accompanied by Ms. Parry’s 
uncle Terry Knight. 

“She is finding it difficult, 
which is obvious. She did not 
ask for anything... but said 
they (the two women) were 
finding it difficult...’’ he 
added. 

He said a Saudi policeman 
was "present for some of the 
time” and that the two 
women appeared to be held 
in the same celL 

Ms. McLauchlan’s parents 
were not available for com- 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773 MI-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
13:05 Mill Alluidi Al-Mnham- 
muili 

13:30 Cartoon (Captain Planet) 
14:00 French Programme — 
Scicihvs Cartoon 

14:30 .Dog House 

15:00 Feature Film 

16:50 ...Call for Prayer and tftar 

17:30 You Bor Your Life 

18:00 Serie — La Lumicre Des 
Juste s 

IS: 15 Magazine — Extra Large 

10:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Murphy Brown 
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Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel, 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 

Tel, 637440. 

Dc la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL SI 1295 

Fngiish ^p eaklng 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


affecting the Kingdom, rainfall 
is expected in all parts of the 
Kingdom with temperatures 
dropping slightly and winds 
southwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 

Amman 06/16 

Aqaba 12/25 

Deserts (M/18 

Jordan Valley 12/22 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19, Aqaba 29 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 40 per cenL 

Aqaba 27 percent. 


CHURCHES 

$L Mar? of Nazareth Church 
Swcifieh. Tel. 810740 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Under the effect of a depression 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt WnamHzavm 748563 

De AdulHacfiTayim _6201l5 
Dr Monitor A1 Qrdni —779959 
Dn Mukhks Mazahreh _820425 
Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 
A1 Asema pharmacy _637G55 
AJ Salam pharmacy — 636730 
Yacoub pharmacy —644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy -637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy _623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dn Ahm ad Qanu 281484 

A1 Quds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dn Salab Safarini — 9S7565 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre ...6371 1 1 
Cm! Defence Dept — 661111 
Cm! Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

CivO Defence Emergency _ 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

U-affic PoGce 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 6Q5SOO 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance)-^ 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan TeJeviaon 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 


RJ flight Information 

0853200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


Greek CathoBc Hospital Royal Wings (KW) Ffights 

(02)272275 09*J» Aqaba (RW) 

Dm AJ Nafees Hospital 12M Aqaba (RW) 

(02)2471 00 18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidl Maternity — 64428 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity. — 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

..j..- 642362 

Mathas, J. Amman — .636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani ...607071 
Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 
University Hospital — S45S45 
Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Ahdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian, ATMuhajreen 777 101/3 

ALBashir. 775111/2 6 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery — 865199 
ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Dm Sina Hospital -(09)986732 
A1 ffikma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

ER BID: 

Princes Basma Hotpitni 

(02)275555 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FGgbts 

07:15 .Sanaa (RJ) 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 — — -Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:00 Jakarta. Abu Dhabi (add) 
(RJ) 

10:05 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 - .Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

15:55 -London (RJ) 


16:20 Cairo (RJ) 


16L35 

17:00 


Frankfurt iRJ) 

— Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 
Kh30 — Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
U:05 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

1&00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

12:00 Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:15 -.London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

1230 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

2030 — Jeddah (RJ) 

TShiS .-Lamaca (RJ) 

21:00 —Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 
22HK) KuatiUDpa;Smg^xHc(RJ) 


17:15 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 


Other Flights 

07:30 London (KJ) 

07:35. jJaraascus, London (BA) 

11:30 Cairo (MS) 

15:00 .Kiev (6U) 

15:45 Munich (YP) 

17:40 Rome(AZ) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

22£0 Tel Aviv (LY) 

00:40 -Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

01:00 —.—Aden (IY) 

01:55 Bucharest (RO) 

07:45 — Bairn (ME) 


Other Flights 

05:05 -London (KJ) 

10:35 Cairo (MS) 

13:50 Kiev (6U) 

14:05 — Munich (YP) 

1630 .Rome (AZ) 

18:15 — Dubai Damascus (EK) 

20:10 — Beirut (ME) 

21:40 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

2M0 Amsterdam (KL) 

23=9 Aden (IY) 

00:55 --Bucharest (RO) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 — Aqaba (RW) 

17:15 Tel Aviv (RW) 


ment on Monday, but her 
father, Stan, was quoted in 
the Saudi paper Arab News 
as saying conditions in the 
jail were "okay" and that the 
visit was to "see Lucy, re as- 
sure. comfort and stand by 
her.” 

The relatives said the)' 
were sure the two were inno- 
cent 

Mr. Ashby said the rela- 
tives did not know if or when 
they would see the two 
women again nor how long 
they would stay in the 

kingdom. “We are taking it 
day by day." 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said on Sunday a 
lawyer representing the two, 
Michael Dark, and the British 
consul Lawson Ross, were 
also at the prison on Sunday. 
Mr. Ross delivered personal 
articles for the nurses. 

He said the relatives hoped 
to see the nurses on Tuesday. 

Me Ashby said the rela- 
tives and the two nurses were 
still struggling to understand 
the law applied in die king- 
dom. "We don’t fully under- 
stand the legal system 
here... The lawyers are 
explaining things to us." 

In the event of guilty ver- 
dicts, Gilford’s family could 
spare the lives of the two and 
ask for financial recompense 
known as blood money 
instead of the death sentence. 

Gilford’s family in Aus- 
tralia have ruled out a 
clemency' appeal for the two. 

Legal expens said that if 
found guilty of manslaughter 
the two would not be con- 
demned to death. 

Gilford was stabbed four 
times, battered with a ham- 
mer and smothered in her 
dormitory at the King Fahd 
military medical complex in 
the eastern oil city of 
Dhahran on Dec. 1 1 . 


20--20 Aqaba (RW) 

HLJAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 
Dep. Amma n 8:00 m every 
Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7:30 am. 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pjn. every 
Sunday 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg- 


Apple 

Banana.. 


700600 

550650 1 


Banana ( imported)-. -_.J?5{V700 

Cabbage 70/40 

Carrot. 330/200 

Cauliflower .200/120 

Cucumber (large) 180/100 

Cucumber /small) -—..380/100 j 

Eggplant ..15 0180 

Fava beans 1G5G/700 

Garlic — 1100*50 

Grape fruit 160*0 

Lemon 400250 

Marrow (large) 140*0 

Marrow (small) —220/120 

Onion (green) 170/100 

Onion (dry) -.-180/100 

Orange -580/400 

Peas.. 1050/700 

Pepper (hot) 280 / 1 ® 

Pepper (sweet) 330/160 

Potato 280/ 13P 

Spinach 180/120 

String beans 620/400 

Tomato 0800.00 
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Freed Jordanians express gratitude 
for release, say other prisoners are 
ready to stage hunger strike 


IFTAR: Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvatb A1 Hasson Monday exchanges 
a smile with Her Royal Highness Princess Basina in an iftar she hosted on 
behalf of Her Majesty Queen Noor at Basman Palace for members of the 
Royal family, Muslim spouses of the diplomatic corps, the Royal Court and 
government officials (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Three 
Jordanians released from 
Israeli jails Sunday arrived 
in Jordan yesterday via the 
King Hussein Bridge and 
voiced appreciation for His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
efforts as well as those of 
the Jordanian government 
which secured their release. 
Their relatives also stated 
their gratitude. 

The release of the Salah 
Shaqarin, Maher Battat and 
Bassam Kama] brings the 
number of Jordanians in 
Israeli jails to 18 and in a 
statement upon arrival the 
freed prisoners described to 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, their hope that Jor- 
dan will pursue efforts 'to 
secure freedom for the 
remaining prisoners. 

They told Petra that oth- 
ers still imprisoned intChd 
to stage an open hunger 
strike to express their sup- 
port for the peace process 
and prevent its demise. 

An Embassy of Jordan 
official in Te) Aviv, Raraez 


Qousus, accompanied the 
men and released a state- 
ment at die bridge stating 
that die release came as a 
fruit of the Jordanian gov- 
ernment’s efforts in cooper- 
ation with the embassy 
under the directives of 
King Hussein. 

“We will continue secur- 
ing the release of other Jor- 
danian detainees through 
contacts with the Israeli 
authorities/* Mr. Qousus 
added 

Since the signing of the 
1994 Jordan-israel peace 
treaty, Israel has freed 20 
Jordanian prisoners. 

Minister of Information 
Marwan Muasher said in 
November that the release 
of IS other Jordanians 
remaining in Israeli jails is 
a lengthy process as all of 
them have been convicted 
of killing Israeli civilians or 
soldiers. 

The Israeli military has 
the final say in releasing 
prisoners convicted of mur- 
der. 


Government reiterates 
warning against illicit 
telecommunications services 


Defence lawyers in Masri case request 
to call 24 persons to witness stand 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The defence 
in the ease of Mazen 
Masri. accused of killing 
his two children in 
Shineisani last year, yester- 
day asked the Court for 
permission to subpoena 24 
persons to testify in the 
ease. 

On Sept. 25, Mr. Masri 
confessed to authorities 
that he had poisoned his 
two children Hanin, nine. 
■’aftd'Hunr.-sbc. by adminis- 
tering cyanide, in the guise 
'of which he had 
brought from a business 
trip in Canada. 

Mr. Masri reportedly also 


confessed to a previous 
attempt co murder his wife 
and his two children by 
opening a gas bottle while 
the three slept in the cou- 
ple's room. 

Five of the 24 people 
whom Defence Attorney 
Ahmad Najdawi wanted to 
subpoena were present 
when Mr. Masri made his 
confession. 

Criminal Prosecutor Ali 
Abu Hjeleh contested the 
attorneys request to sum- 
mon the 24 witnesses 
■'"■‘especially- the Fust five 
witnesses listed ‘in the 

The five witnesses 
against whom Mr. Abu 
Hjeleh was protesting. 


were Attorney General 
Fathi Rifai. Criminal Pros- 
ecutor Abdul Aziz 
Rawashdeh, Prosecutors 
Fouad Daradkeh and 
Mohammad Najdawi, and 
Shmeisani Precinct Chief 
Major Fathel Hmoud. 

Mr. Najdawi told the Jor- 
dan Times, following the 
conclusion of the 10- 
minute court session, that 
he is planning to question 
the five witnesses regard- 
ing statements made by his 
client during interrogation 
-which- net-rhose in 
from of the criminal prose- 
cutor. 

*it is my right to summon 
any person to ensure jus- 
tice and to clarify matters 


pertaining to my client,” he 
stated. 

On Jan. 16, Mr. Masri 
retracted earlier confes- 
sions, claiming they were 
obtained under psychologi- 
cal torture and duress. 

The two children were 
found qol lapsed by their 
mother. Hiam Hamoudeh, 
at 7:15 a.m. in their apart- 
ment in the Abu Oneizah 
Housing Complex alter she 
went to give her husband a 
ride to work at 6:45 a.m. 

According to the prose- 
'cutor.’s. charge sheet* in his 
confession, Mr. Masri stat- 
- edtbarite- began to undergo • 
domestic turbulence three 
months subsequent to his 
1987 marriage as well as 


financial • constraints fol- 
lowing his second child's 
birth. 

In his confession, Mr. 
Masri apparently blamed 
his wife for these prob- 
lems. claiming that she was 
“extravagant and refused 
to help him in his business” 
which he had established 
in 1991. 

The Court, headed by 
Judges Abdul Ruhman 
Tawfiq, Ismael Hmouz and 
Mifleb Mubeidin .post- 
poned the case until jin,.) 5 
. to, .rule on the attorney's 
and the criminal prosecu- 
tor's request. 


Kingdom logged on to 
‘information highway’ 


Man announces land donation to RSCN 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jonlan Times 

A MM, AN — A seminar 
aimed at promoting ihe 
Internet and electronics sys- 
tems in Jordan was held by 
the U.S-bused but interna- 
tionally active Gartner 
Group here yesterday. 

The group, a management 
and informations systems 
consultant company with a 
branch in Amman, brought 
two analysts to discuss top- 
ics ranging from economic 
usage of the Internet to 
whether it is a “utopia or 
paradise losr.” 

"1 found the talks very’ 
insightful as the future of 
Jordan's information high- 
way seems to be advancing 
slowly but surely." Qais 
Asfour of the Comceni 
Trailing and Contracting 


\^HAT 


company concluded at the 
end of the seminar. 

Hubert Delany, a Gartner 
Group analyst, felt that 
questions from those who 
attended the seminar were 
intelligent. 

“It seems that what Jordan 
is missing is not technology 
but guidance as to how to 
use the Internet efficiently," 
he told the Jordan Times. 

“There is a great opportu- 
nity for Jordan to enter the 
international scene; if the 
government supports this 
technology. Jordan could be 
operating at full speed with- 
in tuo to three years," 
added analyst Alexander 
Kopriwa. 

According to Ala Shaban 
of the Amman branch, the 
Gartner Group plans on 
hosting many more such 
events in the future. 


OING 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Abdul- 
lah Nubhan. resident of 
Shajarah in the Ramtha dis- 
trict of northern Jordan, 
Monday announced a dona- 
tion of a seven-dunum plot 
of land to the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN). 

The conservatory' 

announced that it will 
immediately embark on the 
creation of the reserve once 
the land ownership transfer 
has been completed. 

In his announcement. Mr. 
Nubhan said that he dis- 
cussed the matter with the 
RSCN and asked that the 
reserve, proximate to the 
Yarmouk River, bouse 
endangered species of ani- 
mals and plants and be 
planted with evergreens. 

Expressing appreciation 
to Mr. Nabhan for his gen- 
erous donation, a RSCN 
spokesperson stated that 
legal procedures for the 


transfer of land ownership 
will be implemented prior 
to cultivating trees and 
building a needed fence to 
protect the land. He also 
affirmed that animals will 
be kept there. 

He said that the RSCN 
plans to convert the new 
reserve into a training cen- 
tre for students to instruct 
them as to how to protect 
endangered species, plants 
and trees. 

According to Mr. Nab- 
han. who donated the seven 
dunums from his 50 dunum 
property, injury inflicted 
upon animals and plants on 
the pan of hunters motivat- 
ed him to donate the land to 
the RSCN which, he stated, 
can care for species threat- 
ened with extinction 
notably partridges, bares 
and foxes. 

He said that the Shajarah 
region was once covered 
with trees, however contin- 


ued deforestation threat- 
ened the area and caused an 
imbalance in nature with 
the result that many species 
are threatened with extinc- 
tion. 

Mr. Nabhan stated that he 
would help the RSCN in its 
endeavours by planting 
trees. 

With the creation of the 
new reserve, the RSCN will 
maintain seven reserves in 
the Kingdom: in Azraq. 
Shaumari Wadi Mujib, 
Zubya, Dana and Wadi 
Rum as well as the Shajara 
reserve. 

The RSCN is a private, 
voluntary organisation with 
public service status. Estab- 
lished in 1966, under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein, the society is 
dedicated to the conserva- 
tion of nature and natural 
resources and aims to pro- 
tect indigenous species as 
well as their natural habitaL 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Monday reiterated 
a warning to private sector 
companies offering 
telecommunication ser- 
vices in Jordan without 
permission and stated that 
security forces had already 
closed down several firms 
and referred them to court. 

Minister of ;Po.st and 
Telecommunications 
Jamal Saraireh also out- 
lined the projects and ser- 
vices planned by the com- 
mercial successor of the 
state-owned Telecommu- 
nications Corporation 
(TCC). 

The minister said that 
authorities are poised to 
issue new licences to pri- 
vate sector companies in 
order to operate paging 
services as well as public 
pay-phones. 

A new cellular phone 
company will also be given 
clearance this year to begin 
work on setting up infra- 
structure prior to starting 
operations in 1999. Mr. 
Saraireh said. 

The minister also 
announced that the JTC 
would offer further reduc- 
tions in rates for 
international and local 
calls provided that rev- 
enues in the first three 
months of the year meet 
targets. 

Mr. Saraireh called on 
local magazines to refrain 
from carrying advertise- 
ments of sex chats over 
international telephone 
lines and offered to com- 
pensate the publications 
for the loss of revenue 
from such ads. 

“Many homes have been 
destroyed because the high 
bi %n .family 

members calling overseas 
for the so-called friendship 
service." Mr. Saraireh told 
a weekly news briefing. 

“I strongly appeal to 
magazines. particularly 
weekly tabloids, not to 
accept such advertise- 
ments/' said the minister. 
“If need be." he added, “I 
am willing to compensate 
them” for the loss of rev- 
enue. 

According to official 
sources, hundreds of sub- 
scribers regularly approach 
the Jordan Telecommuni- 
cations Company (JTC) 
complaining that their bills 
include charges for calls 
they did not make. 

But. most of the time, a 
scrutiny of the bills reveal 
that the calls are indeed 
made by some member of 
the family and the destina- 
tion numbers belong to so- 
called “sex-chat” service 
companies, according to 
sources. 

Mr. Saraireh also warned 
that private companies 
which offer international 
telephone calls at charges 
lower than those of the 
JTC were “unauthorised 
and illesal/' 


Several companies sur- 
faced in Amman in recent 
months offering rates less 
than half of JTC rates. 
They also offer line- 
switching services — 
meaning that one could sit 
at home and make an 
international call through 
these companies and still 
pay lower rates under spe- 
cific pre-arrangements. 

"Security authorities 
have launched a crack- 
down on such companies." 
said Mr. Saraireh. “Many 
of them have been closed 
down and those behind 
them have been sent to 
court." 

During the weekly brief- 
ing. the minister s atten- 
tion was particularly 
focused on the existence of 
commercial offices which 
seem to have monopolised 
access to the limited tele- 
phone lines available 
between Jordan and Iraq. 

Such monopoly, the min- 
ister was told, prevents 
many in the large Iraqi 
community living" in Jor- 
don from communicating 
with Baghdad. 

Mr. Saraireh said he was 
aware of the problem, and 
one of the counter-mea- 
sures adopted by the JTC 
was regular and automatic 
interruptions of the lines to 
Baghdad every 30 minutes. 

Effectively, the measure 
means that no one is able 
to remain on a line to Iraq 
for more than 30 minutes. 

Direct dialling is no 
longer available to Iraq. 
Every call made to Iraqi 
numbers is answered by an 
operator, who in turn con- 
nects to the called number. 

Some commercial offices 
in Jordan have arrange- 
me P L;. myier which the 
Iraqi operator comes back 
. to. the ; line after, the,, com- 
pletion of each connected 
call and reconnect to other 
numbers, according to 
sources. 

This means that a con- 
nection or connections 
made with the central oper- 
ator or operators could 
continue for several hours 
and occupy all the avail- 
able lines and deny others 
from access. Regular and 
automatic 30-minute inter- 
ruptions in the lines do not 
solve the problem in full, 
but help to a large extent, 
noted Mr. Saraireh. 

The minister noted that 
the JTC is now offering a 
20 per cent reduction on 
international calls made 
during the day and 50 per 
cent at night. 

“In three months, the 
company might offer a fur- 
ther reduction provided 
that the revenues in this 
period meet with the tar- 
get," he said. 

Addressing complaints 
regarding the recent 
revamping of rates for calls 
within " Jordan, Mr. 
Saraireh said the move was 
aimed at "balancing" rates 
among ail governorates. 
He conceded that rates 


might have gone up in 
some cases but pointed out 
that they had been reduced 
in other areas on the “basis 
of average costs." 

The minister also said the 
JTC was planning a com- 
plete computerisation of its 
operations and that related 
tenders would be 
announced soon. 

Caller identification and 
"intelligent" and automatic 
messages of changed tele- 
phone numbers will be 
>ome of the services 
bffered by the computeri- 
sation. he said. 

Subscribers will also be 
able to settle their bills by 
credit cards through the 
Internet and also inquire 
about the status of their 
accounts. 

The JTC is offering a 
bonus to employees if they 
manage to connect 
100.000 new lines this 
year, said the minister, 
adding that the company is 
also setting up a new cus- 
tomer services department 
headed by an official with 
the rank of vice-president. 

“By the end of this year." 
said Mr. Saraireh. "the sup- 
ply would outstrip demand 
and the company will be 
offering extra lines to sub- 
scribers.” 

The minister was asked 
why out-of-turn connec- 
tions were continuing to be 
given in some areas while 
earlier applicants contin- 
ued to wait. The minister 
explained that the “techni- 
cal network might already 
be there in some areas and 
absent in other areas under 
the operations of one 
exchange." 

As such, a new applicant 
from an area where the net- 
work exists would be 
immediately given a line 
whereas an old applicant 
would have to wait until 
his or her area is linked to 
the network, he said. 

The JTC is also planning 
to rake charge of printing 
its own bills instead of 
using Royal Scientific 
Society (RSSi facilities 
and would invite bids from 
manufacturers of printing 
equipment. said Mr. 
Saraireh. 

On complaints of dis- 
crepancies in billing, the 
minister said mistakes do 
occur from time to time 
and that a technical com- 
mittee is in charge of 
reviewing and correcting 
mistakes if any. 

But he cautioned sub- 
scribers using cordless 
phones that their lines 
could be puTposely or inad- 
vertently used by others 
using the same type of 
equipment 

“This is an area where 
the company cannot help 
its subscribers,” he said. 
“Each subscriber has to be 
responsible for the use or 
misuse of his or her line." 


Ceremony to mark 
dam wall elevation ; 



CONCERT 


* Performance by Al Hannounah Band of Popular Art 
at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

-* Photographic exhibition on the life of the Founder 
of Pakistan at Quaid-e-Azam Hall, Embassy of Pak- 
istan, Jabal Weibdeh (Tel. 622787, 624680), until Janu- 
ary 31. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists entitled “The 
New Collection” at Da rat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
CTeL 643251/2), until Feb. 27. 

* Works by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, until* Jan. 30. 

* Works of small paintings by Jordanian and Arab 
artists at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens St. (Tel. 
687598), until Jan. 14. 

* Works by Spanish painter Clara Amado at Institnto 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman until Jan. 15. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A cer- 
emony is slated to be held 
in the’Jordan valley today, 
under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, to mark the comple- 
tion of wall elevation of 
the Kaffein dam near the 
town of South Shuneh. 
boosting the capacity of 
its reservoir from 4.5 mil- 
lion cubic metres (MCM) 
to eight million. 

The project was imple- 
mented by the Ministry' of 
Water and Irrigation in 
conjunction with the Jor- 
dan Valley Authority 

(JVA) and executed by an 
Italian construction com- 
pany. 

The dam was originally 
constructed in 1966 and in 
the subsequent three 

decades sediments accu- 
mulated on the floor effec- 
tively reducing the dam’s 
storage capacity by two 
million cubic metres 
which decreased the 


amount of water available 
for irrigation of the sur- 
rounding area. JVA Secre- 
tary General Dureid 
Mahasneh explained. 

He was quoted by Al 
Dustour daily Monday as 
affirming that the work, 
which sinned in early 
1995, to raise the dam's 
walls from 30 metres to 37 
metres was a measure to 
compensate for the reduc- 
tion in the reservoir’s stor- 
age capacity due to sedi- 
ments and silt. 

Mr. Mahasneh main- 
tained that equipment 
such as pipes and 
hydraulic apparata broke 
down in 1994 but have 
now been replaced. 

The dam’s reservoir was 
orig inall y built to irrigate 
16,000 “dunums of land in 
the Kaffein and Hisban 
regions at an overall cost 
of JD 8.5 million, he said. 


Tourism committee discusses draft law 

AMMAN (Petra) — Parliament's tourism commit- 
tee yesterday held a meeting under the chairman- 
ship of Deputy Tawfiq Kreishan. The committee 
discussed amending the 1 996 draft law on tourism. 


Jordanian-French group to convene 

AMMAN (Petra) — A joint Jordanian-French com- 
mittee will convene at the end of this month. Their 
meetings will focus on bilaieral ties in cultural and 
scientific fields. 


Department issues flash flood warning 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Kingdom will be r affected 
by a cold depression centred over Cyprus today, 
according to the Meteorology Department Rain 
will fall in all of the Kingdom until Friday evening, 
it said. The department warned of flash floods in 
low areas particularly in the south. 


623 traffic accidents 

i 

in one-week period 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 623 road accidents were 
reported in the one-week period leading up to Jan. 4 result- 
ing in the death of 14 people and the injury of 242 others, 
the Traffic Department announced Monday. 

The department released a statistical bulletin noting that 
74.3 per cent of the total accidents involved vehicle colli- 
sions and that 564 accidents occurred inside cities, respon- 
sible for the death of four and the injury of 48. 

The report affirmed that most of those injured in these 
accidents were under the age of 10. 

It also stated that there were 75 fewer accidents than the 
previous week but that the number of resultant deaths and 
injuries registered an increase of six in both categories. 

Meanwhile, the Civil Defence Department (CDD) yes- 
terday announced that its staff handled 99 incidents in the 
24 hours leading to Monday morning resulting in the injury 
of 25 people. 

These injuries resulted from fires, falls and other inci- 
dents . 


SAVE WATER 
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Military on standby as South 
Korea braces for mass strikes 
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SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea's military was placed 
on standby to keep public 
transport and communica- 
tions running as the govern- 
ment braced Monday for an 
all-out nationwide strike 
against a new labour law. 

'The preparations came as 
workers and tear-gas- firing 
police scuffled in down- 
town Seoul and militant 
union leaders rebuffed rul- 
ing party attempts at an 
1 1 th-bour dialogue. 

A Defence Ministiy 
spokesman told AFP "pre- 
parations are being made” 
to use soldiers to prevent 
the strikes from bringing the 
country to a standstill oh 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

The ministiy gave no fig- 
ures. but repons said train- 
ing had already been com- 
pleted for 2,500 soldiers 
with experience running 
subways, communications, 
and other public facilities. 

President Kim Young- 
Sam. as defiant as the 
unions, went on national 
television to say he stood by 
the controversial law. which 
the unions charge heavily 
favours management, but 
said he was working out a 
benefits package for work- 


“I could have delayed the 
revision of the labour law 
and spend the rest of my 
term very comfortably. But 
I couldn't, because it was a 
very urgent task which will 
determine the future course 
of the nation,” Mr. Kim 
said. 

The special measures pa- 
ckage would “dispel work- 
ers' concern, improve their 
lives and ensure a stable 
employment sysrem.” he 
said. 

Prime Minister Lee Soo- 
Sung ordered measures to 
deal with the “crisis," as the 
Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions (FKTU) said 

700.000 workers would 
quit 3,000 worksites start- 
ing early Tuesday. 

The head of the ruling 
New Korea Party (NKP), 
Lee Hong-Koo, came away 
from a futile 1 1 th-hour ef- 
fort to talk to militant un- 
ionists with nothing but 
insults. 

The FKTU, with a mem- 
bership of some 1.2 million, 
and the Korean Confedera- 
tion of Trade Unions 
(KCTU). have said nothing 
but repeal of the law will 
stop the strikes from taking 


place, and paralysing the 
country. 

The FKTU says public 
sector workers will go out 
for 39 hours from 4:00 a.m. 
Tuesday (1900 GMT) until 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday. 

But some 30 per cent, 
classified as “essential per- 
sonnel” in vital sectors such 
as communications, rail- 
roads and ports, would stay 
on the job “to avoid a na- 
tional crisis." the union 
said. 

[The smaller KCTU, which 
claims half a million mem- 
bers, has- set a midnight 
Wednesday deadline for the 
government to repeal the 
law. railroaded through par- 
liament on Dec. 26. 

Financial union workers 
said they would keep the 
Seoul stock exchange and 
banks operating during the 
strike and Seoul's Kimpo 
International Airport will be 
Open, a Korean Air spokes- 
man told AFP. 

Late Monday the unions 
of three of the eight lines on 
the Seoul subway, which 
carries four million com- 
muters daily, reversed a 
decision to ignore the strike 
order under pressure from 
fellow unions. 


Newspapers, television 
stations and the country's 
sole news wire service said 
most of their unionised staff 
were expected io walk out 
but that management would 
keep working. 

The unions say the De- 
cember law gives employ- 
ers a freer hand to fire work- 
ers and extend working 
hours. 

The government, citing spi- 
ralling wages and lack of 
labour mobility, says contin- 
ued high wages and inflexi- 
bility of labour, would lead to 
massive unemployment 

The Trade Ministry, 
meanwhile, put the value of 
production losses in the 19 
days since nationwide in- 
dustry strikes against the 
law began on Dec. 26 at 
1.96 trillion won ($2.4 bil- 
lion), the lion's share in the 
auto industry. 

As tear-gas again clouded 
downtown Seoul, some 

15,000 workers staged 
street demonstrations in the 
southern industrial city of 
Ulsan. the stronghold of the 
Hyundai business group, 
where a worker tried to 
bum himself to death in 
protest against the law Fri- 
day, news reports said. 


Japan battles to protect nuclear plants from slick 


MA1ZURU, Japan (R) — 
Japanese authorities kept up 
multi-front battles against 
oil spills from an ageing 
Russian tanker Monday, 
tightening a cordon around 
nuclear power plants and 
pouncing on new slicks as 
they emerged. 

“MSA boars are placing 
priority on keeping oil away 
from the nuclear plants, but 
there are lots of other patch- 
es of oil to deal with.” a Ma- 
ritime Safety Agency 
(MSA) spokesman said. 

Oil from the tanker 
Nakhodka, which broke up 
on Jan. 2, has reached an 
outer ring of oil fences pro- 
tecting 15 nuclear reactors 
on Wakasa Bay, the world's 
greatest concentration of 
nuclear power plants. 

Speaking in the town of 
Maizuru. which is head- 
quarters for the cleanup 
effort, the MSA spokesman 
told reporters that the num- 
ber of patrol boats for the 
Wakasa Bay operation had 
been increased from four to 
10. 

More oil fences are being 
erected inside the ring. The 


twin defences have so far 
succeeded in keeping oil 
from reaching intake pipes 
that provide cooling water 
to the reactors. “No oil has 
been sighted within one 
nautical mile of Takahama 
Nuclear Power Plant's wa- 
ter intake.” the spokesman 
said. 

A total of 50 patrol boats. 
10 aircraft and 10 heli- 
copters are now involved in 
the overall operation to pro- 
tect a 450-kilometre stretch 
of coast on the Sea of Japan, 
about 320 kilometres west 
of Tokyo. 

“It , will require , two to 
three' days of tracking to 
determine whether and how 
much oil is flowing from 
the two parts of the ship,” 
the spokesman said. 

Maritime officials still 
have no firm Figure on how 
much oil has escaped from 
the 13,157-tonne tanker 
since it broke in two in 
stormy seas. 

They have said an earlier 
estimate of 3,700 tonnes 
(26,000 barrels) was too 
low. The 26-ycar old tanker 
was carrying 19,000 tonnes 


1 133.000 barrels) of fuel oil. 

Instead of using chemical 
detergent, maritime authori- 
ties were scooping up die 
oil with Fishing nets and 
buckets into oil drums be- 
cause of environmental con- 
cerns. the spokesman said. 

Asked if the operations 
were going smoothly, he 
said: “You can say the 
drums are filling up and pil- 
ing up smoothly.” 

MSA officials were puz- 
zling over how to deal with 
the bow of the ship, whiefi 
ran aground 100 metres 
from Mikuni Beach and 
may still contain thousands 
of tonnes' of heavy oil.' 

“The plan is to remove the 
bow but no decision has 
been made on how to do it,” 
an MSA official said. 

The Stem, where two- 
thirds of the oil was stored, 
sank about 115 kilometres 
offshore. Authorities are 
uncertain how much of that 
may be leaking and might 
reach the coast. 

The 31-man crew of the 
tanker was rescued, but the 
captain is missing and pre- 
sumed dead. 


Thousands of volunteer 
workers, many without pro- 
tective clothing, braved 
toxic oil fumes to continue 
scraping mud-like oil off 
beaches and camying it 
away in buckets. 

Volunteers from 200 kilo- 
metres away in die city of 
Kobe have helped in the 
cleanup effort 

They said they were pay- 
ing back a debt of gratitude 
for help to their city in the 
aftermath of the January 
1995 Kobe earthquake in 
which thousands died. 

Soipe locals residents, 
numbed by devastation to a 
once-pristine area of fertile 
fishing grounds and tourist 
resorts, questioned whether 
reaction to the spill was too 
slow. 

Taxi driver Yoshiaki Ya- 
rn as hi ta said officials 
should have prepared oil 
cleanup equipment well in 
advance. 

“You'd think that an island 
nation like Japan, which 
imports so much oil, would 
have more of the kind of 
cleanup vessels needed for 
this kind of crisis," he said. 


Nuclear waste shipment leaves France for Japan 


CHERBOURG, France (R) 
— A British ship carrying 
processed nuclear waste left 
the French Channel port of 
Cherbourg Monday on a 
controversial journey to 
Japan, witnesses said. 

Greenpeace anti-nuclear 
protesters demonstrated 
against the shipment, pro- 
cessed at the nearby nuclear 
plant of La Hague, but did 
not try to stop die freighter 
Pacific Teal from sailing. 

Some 20 members of the 
Greenpeace environmental- 
ist group left after demon- 
strating by the gates of the 
port overnight as 40 contai- 
ners of nuclear waste were 
being loaded in two batches 
onto the Pacific Teal under 
heavy police protection. ' 

Greenpeace said in a 
statement it had alerted 
countries along the ship's 


likely route of possible dan- 
gers to marine environment. 
“The most immediate dan- 
ger is for France. Spain and 
Portugal.” it said. 

The ship will be tracked 
by satellite and its route has 
been kept secret. The 
French state company Com- 
pagnie Generate Des Ma- 
ticres Nudeaires (COGE- 
MA l. which runs the plant 
at La Hague, said it would 
disclose it Tuesday. 

The waste initially came 
from Japan and was pro- 
cessed at La Hague under a 
deal between COGEMA 
and 10 Japanese power 
companies. lr was carried 
by train to Cherbourg Fri- 
day. 

It was the second such 
shipment to Japan from 
France, and the head of 
reprocessing at COGEMA, 


Jean-Louis Ricaud, told 
reporters there would be 
one or two shipments to 
Japan every year. 

Greenpeace, which is pro- 
testing at the secrecy sur- 
rounding such shipments, 
said it expected 3.000 car- 
goes of plutonium waste to 
be moved over the next 10 
to 15 years. 

Previous shipments have 
caused an outcry among an- 
ti-nuclear militants. Thou- 
sands of protesters battled 
police in Germany when 
one such shipment from 
France arrived there last 
May. 

The Pacific Teal's trip fol- 
lowed a report by French 
scientists warning of risks 
of leukaemia from using the 
beach and eating fish and 
shellfish caught near La 
Hague reprocessing plant in 


Normandy. 

The research, published in 
the British Medical Journal 
by French government sci- 
entists Jean-Francois viel 
and Dominique Pobel last 
week, was based on 27 
cases of leukaemia in peo- 
ple aged under 25 around 
La Hague. 

They called for more 
research to be carried out 
around La Hague as well as 
the Sellafield and Dounreay 
nuclear reprocessing plants 
in Britain. 

COGEMA has said the 
survey was carried out on 
such small samples of popu- 
lation that its conclusions 
were baseless. It has said its 
own numerous and regular 
surveys of the plant's envi- 
ronmental impact showed 
radiation to be insignificant. 


Major calls for drugs clampdown in Khyber 


PESHAWAR (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
travelled Monday to the 
Khyber Pass, the legendary 
gateway to the Indian sub- 
continent and a key route 
for heroin destined for 
Europe, and called for tough 
action against drugs. 

Mr. Major, in Pakistan on 
the last leg of a South Asian 
tour which has already ta- 
ken him to India and Bang- 
ladesh. told reporters he 
wanted a first-hand view of 
the problems faced by agen- 
cies trying to combat drugs 
in the wild and remote area. 

“It is very important that 
Western Europe acts very 
early and decisively to cut 
off drug routes where they 
can.” Mr- Major told re- 
porters before his visit 

Mr. Major said he would 
be looking for new ways 
European nations could step 


up the fight against drugs by 
aiding local police and anti- 
drug forces or by providing 
additional funds. “You need 
to take action at the source... 
It's a particularly evil and 
pernicious trade,” he said. 

The Khyber Pass is the 
high-point — both figura- 
tively and literally — in the 
British prime minister’s 
South Asian tour, which has 
taken him away from the 
relentless build-up to the 
general election he faces at 
home less than four months 
away. 

Mr. Major, under fire from 
members of his ruling Con- 
servative Party over his 
decision to go on a week- 
long foreign trip while the 
opposition Labour Party 
holds a commanding poll 
lead, has taken a political 
risk by going to the Khyber 
Pass. 


He will be tightly protect- 
ed by Pakistani security 
forces as he tours the home 
area of warrior tribes who 
for centuries have survived 
by smuggling or preying on 
travellers. 

But the British media is 
already preparing compar- 
isons with other leaders 
who have set foot in the 
pass before him — from 
Darius the great of Persia to, 
perhaps more worryingly 
for him, Margaret Thatcher, 
who was ousted in favour of 
Mr. Major. 

The pass has been the scene 
of dramatic military struggles 
by British regiments who 
guarded it against incursions 
from Afghanistan and from 
the Fierce Path an tribes who 
live there. 

Mr. Major said he was 
also aware he risks ridicule 
at home from tabloid head- 


line writers comparing his 
visit to a 20-year-old cult 
British comedy film called 
Carry On Up The Khyber. 

But Mr. Major, who held 
talks Sunday with Pakistan 
President Farooq Leghari 
and dismissed Prime Mini- 
ster Benazir Bhutto and met 
more political leaders Mon- 
day, is unfazed, basking in 
the enthusiastic reception he 
has received throughout his 
tour. 

He stressed in his talks 
Sunday that his aim in visit- 
ing Pakistan was to boost 
trade and encourage democ- 
racy. 

Pakistan holds elections 
next month to choose a new 
National Assembly to rep- 
lace the one dissolved by 
Mr. Leghari after he dis- 
missed Ms. Bhutto in No- 
vember on disputed corrup- 
tion charges. 
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A South Korean worker kicks at police during a clash following a labour rally in the trendy shopping district of 
Myongdong in Seoul. Fugitive union leaders, taking refuge from arrest in the nearby Myongdong Cathedral said 
they would not compromise over a controversial new labour law which they are demanding the government to 
repeal (Reuter photo) 

Taiwan, Taleban willing to talk but reject 
N. Korea key Afghan peace conditions 


sign 
nuclear 
waste pact 

TAIPEI (R) — State Utility 
Taiwan Power Co. said 
Monday it would ship 

60,000 barrels of Taiwan's 
nuclear waste to Stalinist 
recluse North Korea and 
was seeking further deals 
with Russia and the Mar- 
shall Islands. 

The deal was signed Sa- 
turday and the 60,000 bar- 
rels would be shipped to 
North Korea within two 
years, company President 
I Hsi Shih-Chi told reporters 
inTaipeL 

“We also are continuing 
to contact the Marshall Is- 
lands and Russia,” Mr. Hsi 
said on state-funded televi- 
sion. 

Under the contract, Tai- 
power has an option to ship 
a total of up to 200,000 
barrels of nuclear waste to 
North Korea. 

Mr. Hsi would not dis- 
close financial arrange- 
ments with impoverished 
North Korea, which pre- 
sumably extracted a sub- 
stantial cash payment in 
exchange for agreeing to 
take the waste. 

“We have an agreement 
with the North Korean side 
not to reveal the expenses 
for handling the nuclear 
waste,” a Taipower spokes- 
man said by telephone. 

The Utility offered in 
August 1996 to pay 3.2 bil- 
lion Tainese dollar ($116 
million) to local govern- 
ments and residents in Tai- 
wan if they could offer a 
dump for the nuclear 
waste. 

North Korea's domestic 
nuclear programme has 
fuelled a destabilising row 
with capitalist rival South 
Korea and the United 
States in recent years. 

Pyongyang entered a 
landmark pact with Wa- 
shington in 1995, agreeing 
to allow international ins- 
pections and replace its 
Soviet-era reactors with 
njodem Seoul-financed 
light-water ones that pro- 
duce less weapons-grade 
plutonium. 

The deal has been threat- 
ened by renewed sabre-rat- 
tling and military provoca- 
tions along the world's last 
cold war frontier. 

Taipei decided in July 
1996 to stop dumping nuc- 
lear waste at its tiny Lanyu 
Island, Taiwan's only nuc- 
lear waste dump, after strong 
protests by local aboriginals 
and growing numbers of 
anti-nuclear activists. 

Since 1982, Taiwan has 
stored 97.672 barrels of 
nuclear waste at Lanyu, 
nearing its capacity of 
98.112 barrels, according 
to official figures. 

Taipower has promised to 
remove all nuclear waste 
from Lanyu by 2002 and 
has been seeking alternate 
sites overseas. 

“The North Korea, contract 
will enable us to proceed 
ahead of schedule,” the 
Taipower spokesman said. 


KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban regime rejected key 
conditions for a negotiated 
peace in Afghanistan here 
Monday, as U.N. -mediated 
talks between the country's 
warring factions began in 
neighbouring Pakistan. 

The Taleban's vice minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, Sher 
Mohammad Stanakzai. told 
AFP here that his side was 
open to negotiation but ef- 
fectively rejected the demil- 
itarisation of Kabul, one of 
the anti -Taleban alliance’s 
key demands. 

“We support any U.N. for- 
mula (for peace), provided 
it guarantees an Islamic 
government and is not 
against the interests of the 
nation.” he said. 

U.N.-brokered- talks bet- 
ween senior Taleban offi- 
cials and leaders" tif a rival 
alliance began in Islamabad 
Monday to negotiate a 


peaceful settlement to the 
war in Afghanistan. 

Kabul’s demilitarisation is 
expected to be central to the 
talks, chaired by U.N. in- 
termediary Norbert Hoi I 
and expected to last three 
days. 

Mr. Stanakzai dismissed 
the idea of a Taleban with- 
drawal from KabuL saying 
such a move would allow 
members of the opposition 
coalition to return to the 
capital and “again start 
fighting each other.” 

He said the deployment of 
an international peace-kee- 
ping force would be both 
difficult to accomplish and 
dangerous. 

“The world will not be 
ready to send such a force 
because it would require a 
lot of expenditure,” he said, 
adding: ‘ihe 'Afghan people 
have never accepted the 
presence of foreign forces 


on their soil.” 

However, he also rejected 
the proposed creation of a 
mixed Taleban-opposition 
force to maintain Older. 

It would be impossible to 
make such different ele- 
ments work together, be 
said, citing the opposition 
warlord General Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostum, “who has 
communist officers and 
generals who do not be- 
lieve in Islam, or even in 
God.” 

Afghanistan’s long civil 
war began after the Soviet 
Union pulled its troops out 
of the country in 1989 after 
a 10-year occupation. 

The Taleban religious 
fighters seized the capital 
on Sept. 27 and have taken 
control of two- thirds of the 
country’s territory, mainly 
in the south. Since" r it 
appeared on the scene in 
1994. 


Pakistani president defends 
new National Security Council 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Pakistani President Farooq 
Leghari defended a contro- 
versial new security council 
Sunday, while the military 
denied it had any interest in 
politics. 

Mr. Leghari denied that 
last week's creation of a 
defence and National Se- 
curity Council, grouping 
top generals and govern- 
ment ministers under his 
own chairmanship, had 
shifted power towards the 
presidency or given the ar- 
my a decisive political role. 

He told reporters working 
for foreign news organisa- 
tions that a new elected 
government could do away 
with the council, which has 
only advisory powers, if it 
felt it was unnecessary. 

“I don't see any fears, or 
dangers, or difficulties.” he 
said. “Where is the fear of it 
turning into a presidential 
system or.. .another body 
which is above parlia- 
ment?” 

Mr. Leghari, who dis- 
missed Benazir Bhutto's 
government on Nov. 5 on 
disputed charges of corrup- 
tion and misruljs. said polls 
set for Feb. 3 would be the 
cleanest in Pakistan's histo- 
ry, thanks to the work of his 
caretaker government. 

“The elections shall be 
held in os free and fair and 
transparent a manner as 
possible.” he said. “I think 
these elections will be the 
cleanest Pakistan ever had." 

Some Pakistani newspa- 
per commentators have sug- 
gested that the security 
council would embroil the 
army in politics. 

'The manner of this coun- 
cil's conception, timing of 
birth, formation and man- 
date make it a super-gov- 
ernment.” wrote Syed Talat 
Hussain in the English-lan- 
guage daily The News. 

“This is likely to create 
discord and make the politi- 
cal system unworkable,” he 
added. “It will also suck the 
army back into political 
controversies, forcing it to 
openly take sides.” 

The News quoted chief of 


army staff General Jehangir 
Karamat as endorsing the 
council but saying it would 
avoid politics. 

“We have insisted repeat- 
edly that we are not interest- 
ed in politics,” Gen. Kara- 
mat said. “The council has 
been formed by the presi- 
dent and approved by the 
cabinet and is in the best 
interests of the country. The 
army will provide input 
whenever it is required to." 

The army will stay as far 
away as possible from poli- 
tics,” he told the paper. “It 
is not good for the army to 
inrerfere directly or indi- 
rectly into political affairs.” 

Pakistan has been under 
military rule for 24 of the 50 
years since it gained inde- 
pendence from Britain in 
1947. 

Gen. Karamat said the 
council would be excellent 
for coordinating policy, but 
could be scrapped by the 
next government if it so 
desired. “If the new govern- 
ment does not want (the 
council), it can do away 
with it. We have no prob- 
lems,” he declared. 

Mr. Leghari also said an 
elected government was 
free to abolish the council, 
but argued that it would 
promote continuity and 
merely formalised the pre- 
vious system of informal 
consultations between the 
president, prime minister 
and chief of army staff. 

Parliament remained 
supreme and the military 
would remain subordinate 
to the cabinet, he added. 

“Why are people so afraid 
of the president?” Mr. 
Leghari asked. Presidents 
had always been involved in 
policy-making. 

Mr. Leghari has said in the 
past that he would try person- 
ally to ensure that any new 
government upheld economic 
reforms agreed by the care- 
takers with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The president said an anti- 
comiption drive launched 
by the caretaker govern- 
ment should continue after 
the elections, and hit back at 


Ifc 1 , 

jpUi 1 * 1 * ;;; 
pp'* 1 , l ' 

^ * 
fri r ,s 

rre^" 1 ' 

[jin.' '- 11, 


IniHlH 1,1 '■ 


critics who say the process 
has languished. 

"All these people who 
wanted a complete slaugh- 
ter of the political leader- 
ship and all those whom 
they termed as... old faces 
tainted by corruption, I 
have been again and again 
reiterating that we can’t do 
anything against the law," 
he said. 

He said 68 cases of al- 
leged corruption had been 
referred to the newly-creat- 
ed Ehtesab (accountability) 
Commission. Several bad 
been referred to special ju- 
dicial tribunals. 

Former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, whose Pa- 
kistan Muslim League 
(PML) is front-runner in 
next month's polls, said 
Monday that Pakistan bad 
become a laughing stock 
and must clean up its tar- 
nished reputation. 

He said the PML would 
do well in the Feb. 3 elec- 
tions, called by President 
Leghari. 

“Pakistan needs now to 
project a new image in die 
world,” Mr. Sharif told 
Reuters in an interview. 
“We have become a laugh- 
ing stock where every time 
the president and prime 
minister are fighting one 
another. This must now 
come to an end." 

Mr. Sharif, whose own gov- 
ernment was toppled under 
the amendment in 1993, took 
a cautious line when asked if 
a PML government would try 
to scrap the legislation and 
refused to say if he believed 
that the president should 
enjoy such powers. 

"That is an issue that 
needs to be debated in par- 
liament," he said. The new 
parliament will certainly 
debate that issue." 

Mr. Sharif. 52, was also 
cagey about whether a PMU / 
government would retain 
the Council for Defence airf 
National Security footiSr 
this month by Mr. Legh® 1 
and his caretaker cabihfl' 
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World News 


Accused in 
Rwanda 
genocide trial 
questions 
witness 

ARUSHA, Tanzania (R) — 
The U.N. Tribunal Rwanda 
Monday took the unprece- 
dented step of granting a 
request by an ethnic Hutu 
accused of genocide to 
directly cross-examine the 
first prosecution witness. 

Presiding Judge Laity 
Rama said Jean-Paul Aka- 
yesu, the former mayor of 
Rwanda’s Taba Commune, 
was legally entitled to 
cross-examine a Tutsi ac- 
countant at the commune 
known to the court only as 
witness K to protect her 
identity. 

Mr. Akayesu started 
cross-examination in 
French from behind a 
screen flanked by two 
security guards while wit- 
ness K replied through an 
interpreter. Cross-examina- 
tion immediately led to 
heated exchanges and in- 
terruptions by Judge Kama, 
who ordered clarifications 
from both Mr. Akayesu and 
witness K. 

Witness K told the court 
Friday that Mr. Akayesu 
had personally ordered the 
slaughter of Tutsis in his 
commune during the 1994 
genocide. 

Mr. Akayesu, 43, has 
pleaded not guilty to char- 
ges of genocide and crimes 
against humanity. If con- 
victed he faces life impris- 
onment, the tribunal’s max- 
imum penalty. 

“We will authorise the 
accused, Jean-Paul Akaye- 
su, pursuant to Article 20 
paragraph three to cross- 
examine the witness for the 
prosecution,” Judge Kama 
said in response to Mr. 
Akayesu 's request. 

Asked if she understood 
the court's decision, wit- 
ness K replied: “No prob- 
lem.” 

The witness has said she 
watched Mr. Akayesu order 
a group of eight Tutsis to 
be hacked to death before 
telling Hums to kill the 
commune’s Tutsis. 

She has also said Mr. 
Akayesu imprisoned her 
and threatened to kill her 
unless she provided infor- 
mation on the whereabouts 
of other Tutsis. 

Judge Kama said a sepa- 
rate request by Mr. Akaye- 
su to dismiss his two de- 
fence lawyers would be 
considered at the end of the 
week. But the decision to 
allow him to cross-exam- 
ine a witness effectively 
sidelined his lawyers. 

Mr. Akayesu is the first 
suspect to be tried before 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda for 
crimes between April and 
June 1994, when an esti- 
mated 800,000 Tutsis and 
moderate Hums were 
killed. 

The slow-moving pro- 
cess has been accompanied 
by allegations of misman- 
agement and abuses by the 
court. U.N. Secretary-Ge- 
neral Kofi Annan has pro- 
mised decisive action to 
clean it up. 

Tribunal registrar Andro- 
nico Adede, a Kenyan, 
defended his performance 
Saturday and said he would 
not resign despite a critical 
U.N. report alleging mis- 
management and miscon- 
duct. 

Mr. Adede told reporters 
in the northern Tanzanian 
town of Arusha, where the 
court is based, that he and 
his colleagues had done 
much to get the tribunal 
working despite a critical 
lack of resources. 

A report prepared by the 

U.N. inspector-general, 
Karl Paschke of Germany, 
alleged abuses, administra- 
tive lapses and misconduct 
in the tribunal. The report 
has been presented to new 
Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan who promised 
Thursday to make changes 
at the Arusha tribunal. 

The tribunal was set up 
by the U JN. Security Coun- 
cil to prosecute genocide in 
Rwanda in 1994. Mr. Aka- 
yesu’s trial began last 
Thursday. 



A wounded opposition protester faces a riot policeman as thousands of supporters of 
the anti-Communist Union of Democratic Forces gathered in front of the Presidential 
office in Sofia (Renter photo! 

Warning strikes in Bulgaria 
as election pressure grows 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian 
trade unions planned to start 
one-hour warning strikes on 
Monday as pressure grew 
on Bulgaria’s ex-Commu- 
nist rulers to hold a general 
election nearly two years 
ahead of schedule. 

The Promyana Trade 
Union said dockers at Varna 
Port would strike Monday 
afternoon and miners in the 
Rhodope Mountains were 
expected to join them Tues- 
day. A general strike would 
be held next week if the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party 
(BSP) did not yield to the 
opposition’s demands. 

“We are preparing a na- 
tionwide strike but we 
would not want to go ahead 
with it because the econo- 
my is in a bad state as it is 
and such a strike will finish 
it off,” Dintitar Dimanov, 
deputy president of the Pro- 
myana Trade Union, told 
Reuters. 

“This is our final aim if 
the BSP does not concede to 
a date for early elections but 
there are signals that some 
circles in the BSP have soft- 
ened their position.” 

The opposition planned 
nationwide rallies at 4 p.m. 
(1400 GMT) as daily pro- 
tests inspired by severe eco- 
nomic crisis entered their 
second week. 

Tens of thousands of Bul- 
garians gathered in freezing 
cold outside Sofia’s gold- 
domed Alexander Nevsky 
Cathedral Sunday for a 
peaceful protest after two 
days of clashes in which the 
government said 196 people 
were hurt 


The pro-opposition inco- 
ming and outgoing presi- 
dents said elections were 
the only way out of the cri- 
sis, and the pro-government 
speaker of parliament Bla- 
govest Sendov, said the So- 
cialist Party, which includes 
leading ex-Communists, 
should agree to the opposi- 
tion's demands. 

A Promyana spokesman 
in Varna said about 1,000 
dockers were expected to 
down tools for an hour at 2 
p.m. (1200 GMT). 

The main opposition trade 
union Podtaepa said it 
would join the strike action 
Wednesday. Under Bulga- 
rian law, lull strikes require 
a week's notice. 

A Podkrepa spokesman at 
the Neftohim Refinery said 
members would meet'Mon- 
day night to discuss possi- 
ble strike action. 

The impasse means more 
delays in much needed eco- 
nomic reforms. The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund had 
begun talks with the outgo- 
ing government, which re- 
signedon Dec. 21, on a 
strict fixed exchange rate 
regime as a last resort to 
restore confidence in the 
national currency. 

Voters delivered a power- 
ful no-confidence vote two 
months ago by electing 
opposition lawyer Petar 
Stoyanov as president with 
60 per cent of the vote. He 
will be sworn in on Jan. 19. 

Under Bulgaria’s post- 
Communist constitution, 
the president is a largely 
ceremonial figure but both 
President-Elect Stoyanov 


and outgoing President 
Zhelyu Zhelev have taken 
firm anti-government 
stands in the crisis. 

Mr. Zhelev said he would 
not ask the Socialists, who 
are half way through their 
four-year parliamentary 
term, to form a new govern- 
ment unless they agreed to 
elections. 

Mr. Stoyanov said round- 
table talks could only be 
held if the ruling party first 
agreed to elections. 

Socialist leader Georgi 
Parvanov. apparently im- 
pervious to the growing 
pressure, said he was happy 
to discuss elections but the 
formation of a new socialist 
government was a priority 
and be expected it to stay in 
power for. at least one to 1- 
1/2 years to cam’ out the 
necessary reforms. 

Annual inflation for 1996 
was 310.8 per cent, and the 
Socialist' critics blame the 
party's powerful business 
allies for unchecked capital 
flight which has helped 
push the lev down to 642 to 
the dollar from 70 a year 
ago. 

After demonstrators be- 
sieged parliament for 10 
hours Friday and Saturday, 
Mr. Zhelev declined to ask 
the Socialists to form a new 
government. 

The opposition has won 
the backing of trade unions 
and groups as diverse as the 
National Gypsies’ Union 
and the tiny rump Bulgarian 
Communist Party. Monar- 
chists seeking the return of 
exiled King Simeon also 
expressed ibeir support 


8 Sri Lankan soldiers killed by mine 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
At least eight government 
soldiers were lolled when 
an army tractor was blown 
up by a Tamil rebel land- 
mine in Sri Lanka's north 
Sunday, military officials 
said. 

Ten soldiers were wound- 
ed in the mine explosion at 
Kachchai, in the northern 
Jaffna peninsula, 320 kilo- 
metres north of the capital 
Colombo, the officials said 
Monday. 

In continued violence in 
the north over the weekend, 
the rebels killed five sol- 
diers in a pre-dawn raid 
Sunday against army de- 
fences’at Chettiku Jam in the 
Vavuniya district, 240 kilo- 
metres north of Colombo. 

On Thursday, the Libera- 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) made a major as- 
sault on the northern arffiy 
base at Paranthan. 

Paranthan is a key road- 
junction town just south of 
Jaffna. 


The rebels Sunday tried to 
hand over through the Inter- 
national Committee of the 
Red Cross what they said 
were the remains of 27 sol- 
diers killed in the Paranthan 
battle, but the array refused 
to accept the bodies, saying 
they were difficult to identi- 
fy 

Paranthan was the first 
milirary base to come under 
attack this year by the re- 
bels, who are fighting for an 
independent homeland for 
minority Tamils in the north 
and east of the predomi- 
nantly Sinhalese Indian 
Ocean island. 

The rebels had declared 
two days of mourning for 
their dead in the Paranthan 
battle, in which 20 rebel 
leaders died, military offi- 
cials said. 

Up to 700 rebels and more 
than 200 soldiers were 
wounded in the Paranthan 
battle, the Defence Ministry 
said. 

The government says 


more than 50,000 people 
have died in the 14-year 
conflict. The LTTE says the 
toll is much higher. 

The Sri Lankan Defence 
Ministry' Monday admitted 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla killed 
at least 223 government sol- 
diers during the major 
attack in the north of the 
country four days ago. 

The ministry said the sol- 
diers were killed in Thurs- 
day's pre-dawn assault 
against two key military 
bases at Paranthan and ele- 
phant pass by the LTTE. 

The ministry also claimed 
government forces killed 
more than 350 Tiger rebels 
in a massive counter-offen- 
sive which also left 700 
guerrillas wounded- The 
number of government s61- 
diers wounded in fighting 
has been placed at more 
than 325. i 

The ministry said all gov- 
ernment troops at the two 
camps had since been ac- 
counted for. 


Yeltsin proposes referendum 


on Russia-Belarus union 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsiu has sug- 
gested a referendum on the 
unification of Russia and 
Belarus, the Kremlin an- 
nounced Monday. 

Mr. Yeltsin made the sug- 
gestion to Belarussian Pre- 
sident Alexander Lukashen- 
ko that a poll be held on 
unification in “one form or 
another,” spokesman Sergei 
Yastrzhembsky said. 

Russia's links with Bela- 
rus, a mostly ethnic-Slav 


populated country on the 
border of Poland, are al- 
ready the closest it has with 
any ex-Soviet republic. 

The two countries signed a 
union treaty on April 2. en- 
visaging the creation of sup- 
ra-national leadership bodies, 
but new measures are neces- 
saiy to kick start and eventu- 
ally deepen the integration 
process, Mr. Yastrzhembsky 
quoted Mr. Yehsin as saying. 

‘To speed up integration, it 
will become possible to or- 


ganise a referendum on uni- 
fication in one form or anoth- 
er between Russia and 
Belarus.” he said. 

“Before organising this ref- 
erendum. everything must be 
ready, in case it is adopted, 
for a unified government of 
the Russian-Belarussian un- 
ion to be pui in place.” he 
added. 

Mr. Yastrzhembsky did not 
make it clear whether the 
proposed referendum would 
take place in both countries. 
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Yeltsin works in hospital; 
Lebed sees early elections 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, recovering 
from pneumonia just two 
months after heart surgery, 
has begun work in hospital 
but there was no informa- 
tion from the Kremlin early 
on Monday on when he 
would be released. 

The 65-year-old Russian 
leader's blood pressure, 
pulse and temperature were 
all normal, the Kre mlin said 
in a bulletin issued after 
doctors examined him early 
on Sunday. 

‘To a significant degree, 
his activity has increased, 
and B.N. Yeltsin has begun 
to work on documents,” the 
bulletin said. 

A Kremlin spokeswoman 
contacted at 8.45 a.ra. (0545 
GMT) on Monday said 
there was no further infor- 
mation on Mr. Yeltsin's con- 
dition. 

Mr. Yeltsin was admitted 
to hospital late last Wednes- 
day and chief Kremlin doc- 
tor Sergei Mironov said 
Friday he expected him to 
spend another three days 
there, then three weeks re- 
covering. 

On Sunday, Mr. Yeltsin's 
leading political foe made 
clear he planned to fulfil the 
predictions of some politi- 
cal analysts who see him as 
Russia's next leader. 

“I want to be president 
and I will be president.” 


outspoken retired paratroop 
General Alexander Lebed, 
46, said in an interview with 
Russia's Channel 6 Televi- 
sion. 

Asked if he was sure an 
early election would be 
called because of die presi- 
dent's health and whether 
be was ready to take part 
and win, he replied: Yes.” 

Even commercial NTV 
Television, loyal to the 
Kremlin, issued a grim war- 
ning to Mr. Yeltsin. “For 
society, the president's ill- 
ness is mostly not a medical 
problem, but a political 
one.” it commented in its 
Itogi Analytical Prog- 
ramme. 

•‘While the medical fore- 
cast is optimistic enough, 
the political one is mostly 
unfavourable.” it said. 

Mr. Yeltsin checked into 
Moscow's Elite Central 
Clinical Hospital on Wed- 
nesday with pneumonia in 
both lungs, just two months 
after undergoing quintuple 
heart bypass surgery and 
only two weeks after return- 
ing to work in the Kremlin. 

Pneumonia causes a seri- 
ous infection or inflamma- 
tion in one or both lungs, 
and if both lungs are affect- 
ed it is considered more 
serious and harder to treat. 

On Sunday the Kremlin 
did not say when Mr. 
Yeltsin would leave hospi- 


tal. Dr. Mironov has said 
Mr. Yeltsin was depressed 
by his latest bout of illness. 

The president’s continued 
absence from the Kremlin 
has raised concern that the 
man who once symbolised 
the vigour of the new demo- 
cratic Russia would not 
have enough energy to 
solve the country’s persis- 
tent and manifold problems. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, Russia's 
constitutional number two, 
was continuing his holiday 
near Moscow and some 
commentators saw it as a 
sign that it was “business as 
usual” at the top. 

Financial traders also 
shrugged off Mr. Yeltsin’s 
latest health problems, 
sending Russian markets 
into record territory on 
Friday. Some analysts said 
they expected more enthusi- 
astic buying Monday. 

But neither Mr. Cherno- 
myrdin. nor Anatoly Chu- 
bais. the powerful head of 
the Kremlin administration, 
have commented on Mr. 
Yeltsin’s illness and NTV 
sai± “Officials do not 
know what to say. It looks 
like they are at a loss or 
even frightened.” 

Mr. Yeltsin’s latest illness 
has opened up a debate on 
whether Russia should alter 
its constitution to shift some 
power from the president to 


the legislature. 

One Moscow daily news- 
paper suggested Saturday 
that because of his pro- 
longed illnesses it might be 
time for Mr. Yeltsin, post- 
Soviei Russia's first presi- 
dent. to step down. 

General Lebed, claimed 
Sunday that the system was 
close to collapse in Russia, 
adding that he was ready to 
“take the country in his 
aims." 

In an interview wiih TV 6 
television Gen. Lebed said 
he was convinced that early 
presidential elections would 
have to be called because of 
the state of Mr. Yeltsin’s 
health, saying the president 
could not last until the end 
of his term in 2000. 

Gen. Lebed, Russia's 
most popular leader, also 
said he had won the support 
of chess champion Garry 
Kasparov and other un- 
named “extremely intelli- 
gent” figures. 

“Garry Kasparov will be a 
member of my party, he is 
seriously concerned with its 
theory and its programme," 
Gen. Lebed said. 

The general announced 
the formation of his own 
political party last month. 

Mr. Kasparov was a lead- 
ing light in the democratic 
movement which led to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union 
in 1991. 


Zairean troops clash with Tutsi rebels 


GOMA. Zaire (AFP) — 
Zairean troops and former 
Rwandan soldiers have 
clashed with Tutsi rebels in 
eastern Zaire, rebel leader 
Laurent-Desire Kabila said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Kabila told AFP there 
had been “minor clashes” 
after government troops 
infiltrated rebel-held North 
and South Kivu provinces, 
and westward from Bukavu, 
the main town of Jjouth 
Kivu, toward the interior of 
the country. 

“They are conducting a 
war of harassment, but it 
will still end in their liqui- 
dation,” he added. 

Mr. Kabila was speaking 
from the luxury villa of 
Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko in Goma. The 
villa, the town and the pro- 


vinces were seized by the 
mainly Tutsi rebels after 
fighting broke out in late 
October. 

The government troops 
and Hums were humiliated 
in that fighting, and forced 
to retreat westward deeper 
into Zaire. 

Since then however. Mr. 
Mobutu has promised a 
major offensive to retake 
the captured territory. 

Mr. Kabila seemed uncon- 
cerned about the impact of 
the recent fighting, and said 
the situation overall was 
“stable” 

“They (the Zairean autho- 
rities) have got enough on 
their plate taking care of 
discipline within the army 
before they think about 
launching an immediate 
counter-offesnive,” he said. 


The alliance chief said 
there had been massive 
desertion from Zairean ar- 
my ranks, and that its sol- 
diers had pillaged some 40 
localities around Kisangani. 
500 kilometres west of 
Goma. 

Mr. Mobutu’s promised 
“crushing” offensive has 
not so far materialised, and 
according to Mr. Kabila it is 
rebel forces that are gaining 
ground by default. 

“We are 'not advancing 
anywhere. We are waiting, 
and we are defending our- 
selves. And each time we 
defend ourselves we take a 
few steps forward,” he said. 

Asked about reports that a 
$2,000 reward had been 
offered for a chief of the 
“Mai-Mai” warriors known 
as Doctor Kaganda. who 


was accused of disloyalty to 
the rebel alliance. Mr. 
Kabila said: “He was never 
with us.” 

Mr. Kabila said Dr. Ka- 
ganda was leading a group 
of “several dozen” Mai-Mai 
who had burnt out villages 
and terrorised the local pop- 
ulation. 

The majority of the fero- 
cious Mai-Mai, who lived 
in eastern Zaire before the 
rebel uprising, lent their 
backing to the alliance and 
played a considerable role 
in driving out the Zairean 
army and Rwandan Hutus. 

Recently, some groups of 
the fiercely-independent 
warriors have fallen out 
with the rebel alliance and 
have refused to be integrat- 
ed into its “army.” 


Arctic cold punishes U.S. great plains 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minneso- 
ta (AFP) — Frigid weather 
continued to grip the U.S. 
great plains region, with at 
least two deaths attributed 
to the near-Arctic tempera- 
tures and heavy snow, offi- 
cials and reports said. 

President Bill Clinton de- 
lared a major disaster in 
North Dakota Sunday, ad- 
ding that state to South Da- 
kota as eligible for federal 
aid to deal with the effects 
of blizzards and bitter cold 
weather. 

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency said 
Washington would pay for 
snow clearing for emergen- 
cy routes in all of North Da- 
kota's 53 counties, and said 
other aid may be provided. 

One woman “froze or died 
of carbon monoxide poison- 
ing when her car stalled” in 
South Dakota, said Jim 
Soyer, a spokesman for the 
governor's office, who ad- 
ded that 40 missing people 
had been found or rescued. 

In rural Minnesota, a 57- 
year-old man was found 
dead in his truck that ran off 
an icy road, the Minnea- 
polis Star-Tribune reported. 

Minnesota Emergency 
Services Director Jim 
Franklin said several weath- 
er-related traffic fatalities 


had occurred in the state 
since a cold from pushed 
through Thursday with hea- 
vy snows. 

Roads had been closed 
because of dangerous con- 
ditions in parts of Minneso- 
ta, and Governor Arne Carl- 
son aid and mobilised the 
National Guard to assist res- 
idents in dealing with ex- 
treme cold and icy condi- 
tions. 

Mr. Franklin said some 
roads had snow banks up to 
six metres high, and that 
snow-clearing equipment 
had opened single lanes in 
some areas. 

"We still have to get two 
lanes of roadway open and 
then push the snow back 
waiting for the next snow- 
storm,” Mr. Franklin said. 

“Otherwise the next storm 
will fill it back up." Tempe- 
ratures had dipped over- 
night to minus 38 Celsius 
in Havre. Montana, and mi- 
nus 22 Celsius in Minnea- 
polis and Des Moines, Io- 
wa. 

“It's so cold outside it 
hurts even to breathe,” one 
woman in the Woodbury 
suburb of Saint Paul, Min- 
nesota told AFP Sunday. 

The National Weather 
Service told Colorado resi- 
dents to “cover as much ex- 


posed skin as possible (and) 
wear multiple layers of 
clothing” to avoid such 
weather-related perils as 
frostbite. 

High winds pushed the 
wind-chill factor — how 
cold it feels — to minus 51 
degrees Celsius. The Natio- 
nal Weather Service issued 
wind-chill advisories for 
much of the region. 

“It’s a normal winter-wea- 
ther scenario,” Jerry 
Schempp of North Dakota's 
Emergency Management 
Agency told AFP. “It's a Jot 
different than it is in Hon- 
da.” 

Snow had stopped falling 
but some roads remained 
limited to one lane of traf- 
fic south of Bismarck ro the 
South Dakota border, Mr. 
Schempp said. No deaths 
were reported. 

In South Dakota, winds 
had diminished across the 
region Sunday and tempera- 
tures bad improved al- 
though forecasters expected 
more numbing cold 
throughout next week. 

The National Weather 
Service said some relief 
from the cold gripping the 
region could come Wednes- 
day. when temperatures in 
were forecast to climb to 
minus five degrees Celsius. 


But that climb in tempera- 
ture was expected ro be 
accompanied by more 
snowfalls. 

On Saturday, a South Da- 
kota woman made national 
news when she was rescued 
40 hours after her car fell 
into a ditch during a fierce 
snow storm. Police said 
they tracked her down 
thanks to the signal from 
her cellular telephone. 

Karen Nelson, 51. was 
hospitalised in good condi- 
tion. In Green Bay, Wiscon- 
sin. a National Football 
League championship play- 
off game was played in con- 
ditions of minus 15 Celsius 
and wind chills of minus 26 
Celsius. 

The eastern half of the 
United States was not 
spared, either. Residents of 
Buffalo. New York were 
digging out from a snow 
storm that dumped more 
than 51 centimetres of 

SDOW. 

Other parts of New York 
state got up to two metres of 
lake-effect snow Sunday 
from Arctic air blowing 
across the warmer waters of 
lake erie, the weather chan- 
nel reported. 

Snow and freezing rain 
were reported as far" south 
as Texas and Louisiana. 


N. Ireland talks resume amid escalating violence 


BELFAST (AFP) — Mul- 
ti-party talks on the future 
of Northern Ireland re- 
sumed Monday after the 
holiday break against a 
backdrop of escalating Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
violence and the threat of 
loyalist re-prisals. 

As the parties returned to 
Stormont Castle outside Bel- 
fast, Royal Ulster Constabu- 
lary (RUC) chief Constable 
Ronnie Flanagan erased any 
notion of RUC personnel 
cuts, first broached during the 


IRA’s 1 7-month ceasefire 
that ended with a London 
bombing campaign nearly a 
year ago. 

“There is no question of us 
being a significantly smaller 
organisation at the moment.'' 
Chief Flanagan told the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC). “Our duty is to 
protect the public and ray du- 
ty is to see that my officers 
are protected as well. 

“We are clearly not current- 
ly in an environment free 
from terrorism,” he said. 


On the eve of the resump- 
tion of talks, the British ar- 
my on Sunday defused two 
home-made mortar shells 
fired at an unmanned police 
station in County Ferma- 
nagh. southern Ulster. 

The attack, unclaimed but 
widely believed to be the 
work of the IRA, would have 
been the nationalist paramili- 
tary's fifth in a month. 

Sinn Fein, the IRA’s polit- 
ical wing, remains excluded 
from the talks because of 
IRA’s failure to restore a 


truce. 

A loyalist ceasefire, called 
in late 1994 shortly after 
that of the IRA, is technical- 
ly still in force, although 
there have been stark warn- 
ings of loyalist retaliation to 
further IRA terrorism. 

In fact, the continued par- 
ticipation in the talks of two 
small Protestant parties close 
to loyalist paramilitaries was 
in question Monday because 
of two attacks against Sinn 
Fein last month, presumed to 
be the work of the loyalists. 
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Intervention that 
saved the day 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein's lightning visits to 
Gaza and Tel Aviv Sunday have been, interna- 
tionally and on the regional level, credited with 
saving the Palestinian-Israeli peace talks from 
imminent collapse. The two sides had reached a 
crisis stage in their negotiations after Israel 
reneged on the Oslo accords’ timetable for fur- 
ther redeployments from the rest of the 
Palestinian territories. Undoubtedly, the King’s 
personal influence with both Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has succeeded where all 
other efforts failed. The success of the 
Monarch's last-ditch effort to revive the 
Palestinian-Israeli peace talks also vindicates 
Jordan's stance that ihaintaining full respect for 
the Israeli-Jordauian peace treaty would turn 
into a strategic asset whenever there was a need 
to give the peace process a new lease on life. 

The King emerged from his meeting with 
President Arafat telling reporters in Gaza that 
“everything is moving very, very well and I hope 
all these efforts will lead to a happy conclusion.” 
After meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and submitting to him a compromise formula 
that was worked out earlier with the Palestinian 
leader, the Israeli prime minister gave His 
Majesty full credit for saving the stalled negotia- 
tions. “I think because of the important initiative 
that His Majesty took,'’ Netanyahu told 
reporters in Tel Aviv; “we have made consider- 
able progress and I think we can envision the end 
of the negotiations in sight." 

But the success of the King’s mission does not 
only lie with the compromise over the date for 
the completion of an remaining stages of Israeli 
withdrawjds.^There might be nothing ^magical 
about ta^e5i^ T mjH-TWS7 as ttfjfcon apromise 
deal entails for completing the three further 
Israeli redeployments, instead of the May 1999 
deadline suggested by Israel. In fact, the Oslo 
accords stipulate late 1997 for completing these 
projected redeployments. 

Rather, the real success ties squarely in His 
Majesty's ability to win the confidence of the 
two opposing parties who became locked in a dia- 
metrically opposed views on critical features of 
their peace agreements. Palestinian Minister 
Nabil Shaath said so in so many words when he 
told the press Sunday that the personal influence 
the King has with Israeli leaders is what in fact 
sav ed the day. 

Now that the peace process has been spared a 
crippling blow, the parties most directly con- 
cerned must work hard to guard against similar 
stalemates and deadlocks in the future. Israel had 
effectively brought the talks close to an 
extremely dangerous point The Israeli govern- 
ment bears full responsibility for making sure 
that the salvaged peace effort will not be dealt 
another severe blow by eschewing the letter and 
spirit of the Oslo agreements. It is the credibility 
of Israel and the Likud-led government which is 
ut stake, not to mention the fate of peace-making 
in this part of the world. The expected Arafat- 
Netanyahu summit to seal tbe compromise plan 
should set the stage for a new era in their rela- 
tionship and put into motion the implementation 
of not just the deal on Hebron but the rest of 
their bilateral agreements in their entirety as 
well. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER tor Al Ra’i said Monday that the Israeli trade fair has 
met loi.il l.iilurv when Jordanians refrained from visiting it or deal- 
ing commercially with its organisers. But the failure did not come 
:is a result of tlie political parties' sit-ins and protests or due to a 
decision on the pan of the government not to interfere or ban the 
exhibition, said Sultan Hattah. The government did not ban the 
exhibition, thus offering the Jordanians the chance to decide for 
themselves what they wanted to do. he continued. In the writer's 
\iew. the exhibition failed mainly because of the Israeli govern- 
ment's policies, its anti-peace attitude, its continued acts of terror- 
ism against people in Palestine, its continued occupation of Arab 
lerrilories and its disregard to the peace accords with Joidan and 
Palestine. He said the exhibition failed to attract visitors and 
Joniinians look tltcmsdves the decision to visit the fair, regardless 
of the opposition croup's campaign calling on them to boycott it 
because they arc sensible enough and are not in need of guidance 
in this alfair. 

AL RA’I hailed in an editorial Monday King Hussein’s visit to the 
self-rule areas of Palestine and the outcome of his talks with the 
Palestinian and Israeli leaders lhat were crowned with success. The 
King's cflbns. exerted at die last minute, following reports about a 
complete deadlock in the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations, were 
instrumental in twinging the views of the two sides closer together, 
the paper added. While lulls' supporting the Palestinians, King 
Hussein succeeded in helping the Palestinians achieve their nation- 
al objectives, on the one hand, and forcing the Israelis to comply 
with the requirements of peace in implementation of the Oslo 
agreement, on the other, said the paper. There is no doubt that die 
Kinsi's endeavourc are bound to have their positive impact not only 
on the subsequent Israeli-Palestinian negotiations over a perma- 
nent settlement but also on the other Arab- Israeli tracks, said the 
paper. King Hussein, totally committed to peace as a strategic 
option and sincerely working to bring about a lasting settlement, 
has, through his strenuous efforts, contributed to the building of 
peace m this turbulent region, said the paper. 


Netanyahu, as Rabin, plumber 


and Israelite tribal chieftain 


THE DRAMATIC talks King Hussein held in Gaza and 
Tel Aviv on Sunday seem to have achieved their aim of 
sealing the Hebron agreement by closing the gap between 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders on the final date for Israeli 
military redeployment from the occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories. Two Arab states that have officially resolved their 
political conflict with Israel — Jordan and Egypt — have 
emerged in recent months as important indigenous players 
in a diplomatic game that had heretofore been dominated 
by Israel and the United States. 

Two things struck me as fascinating in this week's 
events: firsC that the announced departure of U.S. media- 
tor Dennis Ross from the region on Sunday seemed to trig- 
ger the Jordanian diplomacy and. second, the very pre- 
dictable and unspectacular ultimate compromise of mid- 
1998 as the date of the final Israeli redeployment from the 
occupied territories. 

We should balance our appreciation for the immediate 
diplomatic activism of the Jordanian. Egyptian and 
American leaderships with a recognition of the slower, 
quieter, underlying trends in Israel and Palestine that have 
made it possible. Behind the drama of eleventh hour 
diplomacy, I would argue, our region is witnessing historic 
transformations and very gradual but meaningful ideolog- 
ical shifts — forces and trends that signal the assertion of 
the Semitic political centre, early signs of the triumph of 
pragmatism and the beginning stages of the end of abso- 
lutism in both Zionism and Arabism. 

I use the word “signal" because all we have for tbe 
moment are signs, symbols and indications of an emerging 
centrist majority among the Levantine Semites who define 
the core of the Arab-Jsraeli conflict We should note these 
signs and try to determine whether or not they add up to a 
meaningful historical trend. 

The most fascinating sign of spreading Semitic centrism 
is the continuing transformation of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu; in opposition, he was the chief 
opponent of the Oslo peace accord, but today, in power, he 
is its chief protector against the nationalistic screamers 
from the Israeli right and the man who signed on the dot- 
ted line and committed Israel ro a strict timetable for with- 
drawal from most of the occupied territories. 

Netanyahu, in this respect, has now essentially under- 
gone the same experience as the late Yitzhak Rabin — 
having broken bones, imprisoned and killed Palestinians, 
built and expanded settlements, and tried every possible 
trick in the book to evade the reality of Palestinian nation- 
al rights, he has come face-to-face with the frightening 
consequences of his extremism. More importantly, as a 
politician, he has sensed that the majority of Israelis in the 
centre of the political spectrum wants the Oslo accords to 
be implemented, and that same Israeli majority accepts the 
slow, systematic emergence of a Palestinian state as long 
as national or individual security for Israelis are not threat- 


ened. He now seems to appreciate that Zionism and Israel 
are not abstracts or apples in only God’s eye; they are 
organic and historical phenomena that rise and fall, and 
that endure in safety only insofar as they accommodate 
themselves to their immediate neighbouitood and their 
wider regional and global environment. 

- Benyamin Netanyahu in early 1996 was an impassioned, 
romantic, very ideological and slightly irresponsible 
dreamer who played to his people's fears: in 1997, he is a 
sober, more thoughtful, more responsible plumber, fever- 
ishly trying to piece together different political pipes and 
joints that will stop the severe leakage in his complex 
coalition, maintain his credibility with the Israeli public 
and halt the deterioration in Israel's position vis-a-vis its 
Arab peace partners, Arab public opinion in general, and 
Israel's many friends around the world. 


“Slowly, surely, the militant and 
nationalistic extremists among 
both Israelis and Arabs are being 
relegated to the political sidelines 
by a centrist Arab, Semitic majority 
that is less impressed by nationalis- 
tic sloganeering and more focused 
on bringing about real dignity, 
well-being and security for people 
on the ground and in their day-to- 
day lives ” 


Two things happened to Netanyahu this week; he disen- 
gaged from Palestine, and he engaged with Egypt and 
Jordan. The important fact is not that Netanyahu accepted 
the mid- 1998 compromise date for Israeli withdrawal from 
occupied Palestine, for he would have done that in any 
case, at some point soon; the important fact is that he 
accepted this date within a diplomatic dynamic defined 
heavily by direct top-level Jordanian and Egyptian 
engagement This presents a defining point of transfor- 
mation for Benyamin Netanyahu, a moment when be indi- 
cates that he is less an American media phenomenon and 
more a wily old tribal chief of die Israelites — a Semitic 
tribal chief who, when personally approached, dignified 
and accepted by neighbouring Semitic tribal chiefs in 
Egypt and Jordan, responded in the time-honoured manner . 
of recognition,, crcjq^ncft.and ^ « 


The task at hand is far from complete, but for the first time 
under Netanyahu's watch in Israel it has started in a seri- 
ous manner. . ..... 

This dimension of creeping realism is visible in other 
recent developments, on both the Arab and Israeli fronts. 
The ongoing Eitan-BeUin talks in Israel to forge a common 
set of understandings between the Likud and Labour par- 
ties on the final status talks with the Palestinians indicate 
that a clear majority of Israelis expects to live next door to 
a Palestinian national entity that enjoys more than autono- 
my rights but less than full sovereignly rights. Even 
Knesset member Avraham Stern, of the National Religious 
Party, recently said that he could live with a Palestinian 
state with limited sovereignty. The slow convergence 
between Likud and Labour on the issue of Israeli- 
Palestinian coexistence is mirrored by the Beilin-Abu 
Mazen document which seeks to define an Israeli- 
Palestinian blueprint for the final status agreement. 

Everywhere, the air is full of negotiators seeking to make 
or. to implement agreements. The important Beilin-Eitan 
and Beilin-Abu Mazen dynamics suggest a tendency 
towards pragmatism that is also mirrored . for example, in 
the relatively low-key reaction by all parties to the recent 
upsurge in fighting in South Lebanon, the Jan. 1 attack 
against Palestinians in Hebron by the Israeli soldier Noam 
Friedman and the pipe bombs in south Tel Aviv late last 
week. A new poll in Israel even indicates some support 
among Israelis for Palestinian control over some parts of 
East Jerusalem. 

Slowly, surely, the militant and nationalistic extremists 
among both Israelis and Arabs are being relegated to the 
political sidelines by a centrist Arab, Semitic majority that 
is less impressed by nationalistic sloganeering and more 
focused on bringing about real dignity, well-being and 
security for people on the ground and in their day-to-day 
lives. Thus, a once ideologically half-crazed Israeli prime 
minister commits Israel to withdrawal from Palestinian 
lands, and Israelis generally indicate that they can live 
with a more or less sovereign Palestinian state; in return, 
in the context of a final status agreement with Israel, 
Palestinians accept to explore new forms of sovereignty 
for Israeli settlements and a symbolic Palestinian political 
presence that allows them to say that Jerusalem is the cap- 
ital of a Palestinian state. 

This process of relegating extremists and absolutists to 
the sidelines has already run its course in Palestine and 
Arab states, and now remains to be achieved within Israel. 
Mr Netanyahu’s negotiation with the Palestinians is rela- 
tively easy, for there is a majority consensus in Israel and 
Palestine for the Oslo concept of disengagement and coex- 
istence. His real battle is within Israel, against the reckless 
zealots of the super-nationalistic right, and it is just begin- 
ning. -iv. . 


‘There will be no war 


rxEnnnzmanmiiB 


over Cyprus ’ 


LETTERS 


Israelis cannot 
be rewarded 


By G Wynne Dyer 


“ THESE OFFENSIVE 
missiles will definitely 
not be deployed. If they 
are deployed, we will do 
what is needed. If that 
means they need to be 
hit, they will be hit." — 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, Jan. 10. 


“ Turkish aggression has 
been expressed for some 
time. We would be play - 
ing Turkey's game if we 
showed particular worry 
about this and were 
swept into an atmosphere 
of crisis . ” — Greek 

Prime Minister Costas 
Si min's. Jan. 9. 


This “no crisis” talk is a 
bit rich comin® from 
Costas Simitis who, last 
November. committed 
Greece td a $15 billion 
arms build-up over Ihe 
next decade to counter 
the Turkish “threat”. And 
why is the Turkish for- 
eign minister issuing 
blood-curdling warnings 
about the new anti-air- 
craft missile system 
being bought by the 
Greek-Cypnots. when 
she knows perfectly well 
that the missiles cannot 
actually arrive in Cyprus 

for many months? 
Because the Greek and 
Turkish leaders are de 
facto co-conspirators in 
drumming up an entirely 
fake crisis over Cyprus. 
There will be no war 
there over those missiles. 
It has been years now 
since I spent some time 
with Canadian U.N. 
troops on the Green Line 
that divides Greek 
Cypriots from Turkish 
Cypriots, but even in the 
late 1980s it looked as if 
it had been there for gen- 
erations. In fact, walking 
the patrol routes between 
the Greek and Turkish 
lines in Nicosia (which 
> — ----- y.i ■■■■ **■■■! easy 


shouting distance of each 
other), 1 realised that this 
was what No-Man ’s- 
Land must have felt like 
in the World War I. 

There was an incident 
while I was there. Many 
Cypriots of the older 
generation speak the 
other side's language, 
and to fight the boredom 
they often shout insults 
back and forth across the 
Green Line. So one 
evening a Greek Cypriot 
militiaman, incensed by 
some inconsiderate 
remarks about his mother 
or his manhood, stood up 
on the parapet ana 
mooned the Turkish 
lines. Whereupon a Turk 
shot him in the bum. 
Small crisis, not many 
hurt. Which just about 
sums up the present con- 
tretemps as well. 

Cyprus has really been 
divided ever since 1964, 
when an ethnic civil war 
left the Turkish minority 
besieged in scattered vil- 
lages and parts of towns 
all across the island. But 
the present Green Line, 
which puts the northern 
40 per cent of the island 
in Turkish hands, dates 
from the Turkish inva- 
sion of 1974. 

“Invasion” is the correct 
military term, but in this 
case it does not mean an 
unprovoked attack. In 
1974, a coup by Greek 
extremists in Cyprus 
overthrew the existing 
government (which most 
people would have called 
extreme nationalist 
already), and the new 
rulers in Nicosia pro- 
claimed their intention to 
unite Cyprus with the 
Greek motherland imme- 
diately. 

The coup was backed by 
the Greek government in 
Athens, which was then 
in the hands of a band of 
colonels who were as 
asinine as they were 
vicious. They had to be 


stupid to imagine that 


they would get away 
with it for Cyprus has 


two motherlands — and 
the other one, Turkey, 
has five times Greece's 
population. 

The Turks did not invade 
at once. First Bulent 
Ecevit, then the Turkish 
prime minister, travelled 
to London to ask the 
British government, co- 
guarantor of Cyprus's 
1960 constitution, to 
launch a joint operation 
from British military 
bases on the island to 
remove the coup-makers 
in Nicosia. Only when 
the British dodged their 


responsibilities did the 
Turkish military opera- 


tion begin. 

It was a piece of cake, for 
Cyprus is only ten min- 
utes' flight time from 
Turkey's south coast, 
while it is a very long 
way from the nearest part 
of Greece. 

Within weeks the Greek 
Cypriot forces had been 
defeated, and the island's 
Ttykish-speaking popu- 
lation had all fled within 
the new line of control. 
Greek Cypriots living 
north of that line fled or 
were expelled, and have 
apt been able, to return 
since. And in Athens, the 


stupid colonels were 
replaced by a democratic 
regime. 

It was a rough-and-ready 
solution, huF it has stood 
the test of time. Two 
decades later, nobody 
imagines that Cyprus 
will ever be incorporated 
into Greece (or into 
Turkey either, for that 
matter). And nobody 
really believes that the 
current division of the 
island into two ethnically 
pure zones will be 
undone in this generation 
or the next 

So what is the current 
fuss about? Well, if the 
answer “domestic poii-. 


tics" sprang unbidden to 
your lips, you should 
congratulate them. 
According to Prime 
Minister Costas Simitis’s 
spin doctors, his reason 
for stoking the present 
crisis (by encouraging 
the Greek-Cypriot gov- 
ernment to buy surface- 
to-air missiles that would 
challenge Turkish air 
superiority over Cyprus! 
was to stir up a crisis and 
force the great powers to 
pay attention. Then the 
great powers would pres- 
sure the Turks into... 
well, into what? 
Evacuating Cyprus? 
Betraying the Tuiitish- 
Cypriots? What? 
Nonsense. The spectacle 
of the great powers 
milling about over a “cri- 
sis” in Cyprus will not 
move the island one bit 
closer to a settlement but 
it will greatly advance 
Simitis's standing in 
Greece. And the Turkish 
government is playing 
along, even providing 
blood-curdling com- 
ments of its own, 
because it too could use a 
little foreign distraction 
from domestic troubles 
(including a burgeoning 
corruption scandal) at the 
moment. 

Most Greeks fear and 
hate Turks, and few years 
pass without something 
that the Greek media 
(and the Turkish too, to a 
lesser extent) can portray 
as a brink-of-war crisis. 
But the two countries 
have not actually gone to 
war since the early 
1920s, for the simple rea- 
son that Greece would 
lose. 

Greeks may be paranoid 
about Turkey, but they 
are not stupid. There will 

n, rnr P« 


To the Editor: 


JAN. 7, 1997, was a sad day for me. I believe we have 
given up the hope of democracy. How can we come 
close to such an ideal when we are willing to support 


murder, lies, oppression and naked aggression? We 
have allowed, for the first time, the Israelis to launch 
an industrial fair here. Not pnly will it badly affect our 
own economy and market, it also shows that we are 
rewarding them for their bad behaviour. 

The Israelis are not supporting the peace treaty. 
Benyamin Netanyahu has no plans to ever follow 
through on Israeli commitments. He keeps stalling as 
he tries to wriggle out of the peace treaty promises 
already signed by his country. 

Netanyahu made this dear by stating that the peace 
treaty was made under duress, as Israel fears for its 
security. Afraid? Who has the guns and the tanks? 
Who has America behind them? Afraid?! No one 
forced them to sign. The Israelis just keep on lying 
because they really are not interested in peace; other- 
wise they would work harder to achieve it. 

They have provoked all the clashes; they have 
instated martial law in cities; they are killing women, 
men and children. They kill the old and the handi- 
capped. 

By allowing them to hold the industrial fair here, we 
are not working for peace. We are sending them tbe 
message that their behaviour is fine. We are saying we 
do not care. We are willing to do business deals with 
them, which means we are willing to murder fellow 
Arabs because they will use the money they get from 
Jordanians to fight Palestinians. 

Have we forgotten Israeli atrocities? Have we for- 
gotten the massacre ax the Ibrahimi Mosque as well as 
the other, older, incidents, like Deir Yassin? Do we 
really believe that they want to be our friends? They 
despise us. They do not like anyone who is not a Jew. 
and they especially hate their cousins, the Arabs. How 
can we forget Golda Meir’s statement that “four mil- 

a 316 not worth °ne Jewish fingernail? 

And now there is Netanyahu. He made it clear in the 

past that he hates Arabs. He is one of the most militant 
Jews. 

Have we become so attached to money that we care 
for nothing else? Do we not have any morals, princi- 
ples and courage left? Where is our religion? We feel 
no more, we think no more. May we beg Allah for 


Lena Winfrey Sayyed, 
Amm an. 
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Lima blames rebels for scuttling direct 
talks on negotiated end to hostage crisis 


LIMA (A P) — Hopes for 
the first real progress in 
weeks in Peru’s hostage cri- 
sis crumbled when die 
guerrillas demanded that 
the government produce a 
plan to free hundreds of 
jailed comrades. 

The Tupac Amaru guerril- 
las have been firm in that 
key demand since taking 
over the residence of the 
Japanese ambassador Dec. 
17, and President Alberto 
Fujimori just as firmly says 
be would not give in to it 

The rebels and govern- 
ment negotiator Domingo 
Palermo had tentatively 
agreed to meet on Sunday. 
But Mr. Palermo said no 
meeting was held after the 
rebels, in a message sent 
via the Red Cross, insisted 
that he “’bring a proposal 
for the liberation of the 
(Tupac Amaru) prisoners.” 

He quoted the guerrillas 
as saying that ‘’otherwise it 
is preferable that the meet- 
ing not take place” — 
because there would be 
nothing to discuss. 

Speaking at a news con- 
ference, Mr. Palermo said 
he sent back a proposal to 
form a commission to help 
negotiate a settlement to 


free the 74 hostages. 

The panel would be com- 
posed of representatives 
from the government, the 
rebels, the Red Cross and 
the Roman Catholic 
Church. It would agree on a 
place for negotiations and 
an agenda which would 
include ‘’all themes identi- 
fied in previous contacts,” 
Mr. Palermo said. 

He didn’t answer ques- 
tions of whether that 
included the freeing of 
rebel prisoners. 

The rebels on Monday 
placed a sign in a window 
of the residence asking for 
an interview with a local 
television station to 
respond to Mr. Palermo's 
proposal. The station, 
Channel 4, said it was ready 
to send a news crew into the 
compound with the govern- 
ment’s permission. There 
was no immediate response 
from the government 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto on 
Monday urged a resump- 
tion of talks, but said Japan 
had “full confidence” in 
Peru’s handling of the 
standoff. 

The rebels took more than 
500 hostages when they 


stormed a cocktail party 
held to celebrate the birth- 
day of the Japanese emper- 
or. They have released most 
of their captives in batches, 
some large, some small. 
The last release — of seven 
hostages — came on Jan. 1. 

Michel Minnig. head of 
the International Red Cross 
programme in Peru, visited 
the residence Sunday. “The 
only thing 1 can tell you is 
the hostages are fine,” he 
said afterwards. 

A soccer game diverted 
Peruvians from the hostage 
crisis late Sunday night as 
capital residents honked 
horns and cheered Peru’s 2- 
1 victory over Chile in a 
South American World Cup 
qualifier. 

But Japan’s ambassador 
and Japanese executives. 
Peruvian judges, cabinet 
ministers and Mr. Fuji- 
mori’s brother, Pedro, spent 
another somber night in 
captivity in the darkened 
home, the power for its 
television and lights cut 
long ago. 

On Sunday, Mr. Palermo 
criticised broadcasts of a 
radio conversation he had 
with rebel leader Nestor 
Cerpa, calling the unidenti- 


fied reporter who recorded 
and distributed the conver- 
sation unethical and dis- 
honorable. 

The broadcasts were the 
latest incident in which the 
news media have crossed 
the government during the 
crisis. 

Police detained a Japan- 
ese cameraman and his 
Peruvian interpreter for 
four days last week after 
the pair sneaked into the 
ambassador’s residence and 
interviewed hostages and 
Mr. Cerpa. 

The cameraman. 

Tsuyoshi Hitomi, 26. of 
Asahi Television; told a 
New York City news con- 
ference Sunday that Peru- 
vian authorities suggested 
he leave the country, which 
he did late Saturday night. 
He said he was not deport- 
ed. 

He also said Peruvian 
authorities took his pass- 
port, glasses and beeper and 
that he spent the first night 
in a holding cell on a dirty 
mattress. He later was 
moved to an office-like 
Space without r unnin g 
water, he said. Interpreter 
Victor Borja also was 
released. 


Israelis, Palestinians put final touches to accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

work,” said Nabil Abu 
Rdaina, a top Arafat advis- 
er. 

Ad agreement has been 
reported imminent on sev- 
eral occasions in recent 
weeks, but each time prob- 
lems have arisen, mostly 
linked to Palestinian fears 
that once Israel hands over 
most of Hebron, Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government will freeze fur- 
ther extensions of self-rule. 

Differences standing in 
the way of an agreement on 
Monday reportedly includ- 
ed Israeli approval for the 
opening of an airport and 
seaport in the Gaza Strip, 
the release of Palestinians 
in Israeli jails and Israeli 
demands for the extradition 
of militants responsible for 
anti-Israeli attacks. 

Once an agreement on the 
package is reached, it will 
have to be submitted to the 
Palestinian and Israeli cabi- 
nets for approval. 

Mr. Arafat called a meet- 
ing of his cabinet for Mon- 
day night to discuss the 
negotiations. 

Israeli press reports Mon- 
day said as many as 13 of 
18 ministers in Mr. 


Netanyahu’s right-wing 
government could vote 
against die agreement 

“We expect that there will 
be no problem and that the 
drafting will conclude soon 
and we will have an agree- 
ment and a basis for a 
Netanyahu-Arafat s ummi t 
.. very very soon.” 

The emerging deal would 
constitute the first progress 
since Mr. Netanyahu, a 
hardliner who as opposition 
leader had opposed the 
Israel-Palestinian peace 
process, came to power in 
May elections. It would 
also help calm Arab-Israeli 
tensions which Were greatly 
heightened by doubts Mr. 
Netanyahu was committed 
to the peace process. 

The U.S. -brokered talks 
have been underway since 
October, when the United 
Slates intervened following 
Israeli-Palestinian clashes 
in which 79 people were 
killed. 

U.S. envoy Ross already 
left the talks once, two 
months ago, and returned 
last week. Early Sunday, 
Mr. Ross threatened to 
leave again, but decided to 
stay after taking part in the 
King’s talks with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 


The 1995 Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) agreement calls for 
the three withdrawals to be 
completed by September. 
Israel, arguing that the 
security situation has 
changed, said the end of 
1998 was tbe earliest possi- 
ble date for the completion 
of the withdrawals. 

The Palestinian official 
said tbe compromise pro- 
posal would require Israel 
to complete the three stages 
by mid- 1998 — a signifi- 
cant departure from the 
Palestinians’ previous insis- 
tence on the original dead- 
line. The showdown over 
timing reflects manoeu- 
vring by both sides in 
advance of final negotia- 
tions on issues such as the 
future of Jerusalem, Jewish 
settlements, Palestinian 
refugees and borders. 
Those talks began last May 
and are expected to resume 
soon after the Hebron rede- 
ployment 

Palestinians want to have 
most of the West Bank 
under their autonomy gov- 
ernment before the final 
talks resume, believing this 
will assure the creation of a 
Palestinian state in those 
areas. 


Mr. Netanyahu, who has 
spent his career ttying to 
prevent a Palestinian state, 
wants to keep a large part of 
the West Bank under 
Israel’s control to have a 
strong bargaining .chip in 
the negotiations on a final 
agreement. 

The Hebron pullout itself 
is far more sensitive than 
Israel's withdrawals from 
other West Bank cities 
because of the presence of 
450 Jewish settlers amid its 
120,000 Palestinians. 

Israeli troops will remain in 
20 per cent of the city to 
guard the settlers. 

On Sunday, the Maariv 
newspaper published 
extracts from a draft of the 
Hebron agreement, con- 
firmed by a source close to 
the negotiations. 

The draft specifies that 
Israeli troops will leave 80 
per cent of Hebron within 
10 days of die agreement’s 
signing; Palestinian police 
and the Israeli army will set 
up 32-member “rapid inter- 
vention teams” to deal with 
riots and the unrest; and a 
major downtown thorough- 
fare and a wholesale market 
which had been closed for 
security reasons will 
reopen. 


Opposition to Hebron deal grows 


(Continued from page 1) 

minister, Zevulun Ham- 
mer, said the party would 
stay in the government. 
The NRP has nine seats in 
Mr. Netanyahu's 66-mem- 
ber coalition. If NRP quits 
tbe coalition, it would 
deprive Mr. Netanyahu of 
a majority in the 120- 
member parliament 

Other right-wing legis- 
lators called for their par- 
ties to withdraw from the 
government as well, and 
settler council leaders met 
to consider resigning in 
protest of the agreement. 

Outside a Jerusalem 
hotel, where Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiators 
were meeting, a half- 
dozen protesters held 
signs reading “a Hebron 
deal is the end of Zion- 
ism.” 


“I think the public will 
come out into the streets,” 
said Orit Strook, a Hebron 
settler. ’’Even if some 
members of the govern- 
ment have lost direction, 
most haven’t” 

Former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir called the 
agreement ”a disaster for 
the people of Israel.” 
Noam Amon, a 
spokesman for the Hebron 
settlers, said die agree- 
ment on a timetable for 
further Israeli withdrawals 
from rural parts of the 
West Bank was “an exis- 
tential threat to the people 
of Israel.” 

‘T call on Mr. Netanyahu 
not to make this terrible 
mistake and fall into the 
chasm,” he said. 


U.S., EU to offer guarantees 


(Continued from page 1) 

will be attached to the Hebron 
protocol. 

The letter commits Israel to 
completing three further rede- 
ployments from West Bank 
rural areas in mid- 1 998, a year 
later than called for in the inter- 
im accords but a year earlier 
than the May 1999 date sought 
by Mr. Netanyahu. 

Mr. Abu Rdaina refused to 
comment on reports that the 
U.S. letter would also commit 
Palestinian National Authority 
to disarming anti-Israeli mili- 
tants in self-rule areas, notably 
tbe Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

Tbe Palestinians have 
pushed for a stronger role for 
Europe in the peace process 
with Israel to balance what 
some Palestinian officials call 
the “'pro-Israel" bias of the 
United States, which has 


monopolised intense mediation 
of negotiations for the past 
three months. 

Palestinians consider that 
European nations, especially 
France, have a more balanced 
stance in the Middle East peace 
process. Israel has insisted on 
edging out the Europeans by 
maintaining the primacy of 
Washington’s role. 

News of the European letter 
of guarantees came after the 
European Union's Middle East 
envoy Miguel Angel Morati- 
nos met over the weekend with 
Mr. Arafat and with Israeli For- 
eign Ministry Director-General 
Eitan Ben Tsur. 

After the meeting with Mr. 
Arafat on Saturday, Mr. 
Moratinos’ spokesman said 
that the EU “supports imple- 
mentation of the accords con- 
cluded notably on the Israeli 
military redeployment in the 
West Bank.” 


Washington cautions against over-optimism 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King hosts iftar for lawmakers 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday 
hosted an iftar at AI Hussein Youth City attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan for members of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of Parliament, diplomatic 
corps, judiciary servicemen, senior Royal Court offi- 
cials, Muslim and Christian clergymen, secretaries- gen- 
eral and directors-general of government departments, 
media representatives, banks chairpersons, and other 
senior officials in the government and private sectors. 
Attending the banquet were members of the Royal fami- 
ly. Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh, and the King's advisers. 

Palestinian women demand prisoner release 

GAZA (R) * — Around 200 Palestinian women blocked 
tbe Beit Han an crossing between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip on Monday demanding the release of Palestinians 
from Israeli jails, witnesses said. The women, holding 
Palestinian flags and pictures of their relatives, prevent- 
ed cars from leaving and entering Gaza, including the 
vehicle of a Palestinian negotiator who was on his way to 
talks in Israel, the witnesses said. A prisoner release was 
one of the issues still under discussion at talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians on an Israeli army redeploy- 
ment in Hebron. 

s 

Lebanon frees rocket suspects * 

BEIRUT (AP) — Two guerrillas from Palestinian fac- 
tions who had been detained for questioning about a 
rocket attack on northern Israel were freed Monday, judi- 
cial officials said. The officials said the two Palestinians 
from the refugee camp of Rashidiyeh in South Lebanon 
were released because there was no evidence to link them 
to the attack. They had no further details. Guerrillas fired 
Katyusha rockets at northern Israel and a South Lebanon 
enclave held by the Jewish state Wednesday. One rocket 
struck the Galilee region in northern Israel but no dam- 
age or injuries were reported 

King Fahd appoints new head for guards 

RIYADH (AFP) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia on Mon- 
day appointed General Talal Ben Mohsen Ali Ankawi as 
head of the country’s border guards, replacing General 
Mujab Ben Mohammad Al Katani who was dismissed on 
Dec. 23. The monarch announced the decision in a royal 
decree, quoted by the official Saudi Press Agency. No 
reason was given for Gen. Katani’s dismissal, also by 
royal decree. Two days before the decision the general 
attended a meeting of senior border guard officers head- 
ed by Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef. 

UAE men deliver supplies to Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — A group of men from the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) arrived in Baghdad on Monday with 32 
tonnes of baby milk and medicine for the sanctions-hit 
Iraqi people. They visited Saddam hospital and were seen 
caressing malnourished Iraqi babies and holding them in 
their anns.-“‘Our visit is in-harmony- with the initiative of 
UAE President Sheikh Zayed-Ben Sultan AlNahayan on 
the necessity of putting an end to differences in the Arab 
arena.” Isa Murad Hassan, one of the group members, 
told reporters. The UAE president is the most vociferous 
among Gulf Arab leaders in calling for reconciliation 
with Baghdad and the lifting of sanctions on Iraq slapped 
for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia are the most adamant in favour of keeping the sanc- 
tions in place. 

U.S. should pay U.N. in tranches — panel 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — The United States should pay 
its $1.3 billion debt to the United Nations in annual 
instalments of $200 million, a blue-ribbon panel said in a 
report released Monday. The task force co- chaired by two 
former members of Congress also called on President 
Bill Clinton to increase funds allocated for U.S. diplo- 
macy in his annual budget to be presented on Feb. 6. The 
international affairs budget, which covers the State 
Department and foreign aid, should total $21 billion for 
the 199S fiscal year, up from its current level of $19 bil- 
lion. the report said. 

Sharjah warns tourists over dress code 

ABU DHABI (.AFP) — A conservative Gulf emirate 
warned foreign tourists on Monday to stop wearing inde- 
cent clothing at beaches and other public places during 
the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. Police in Shaijah, 
one of the seven members making up the oil-rich United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), said they would take '‘preventive” 
measures to stop any action that conflicts with local tra- 
ditions. “"The measures will specifically target the phe- 
nomenon of nudity and indecent swimming suits at open 
beaches or beaches and swimming places at hotels and 
other tourist facilities.” the official news agency WAM 
quoted Sharjah police Chief Mohammed Al Mualla as 
saying. It said hotels and tour agents had also been 
instructed to advise their clients to abide by Muslim tra- 
ditions in the emirate in public places. But WAM said Mr. 
Mualla had ordered the police to follow "flexibility, and 
wisdom” in dealing with the problem and to warn viola- 
tors that “they could be prosecuted under local laws.” 

Quake shakes Cyprus, felt In Israel 

-ii 

NICOSIA (R) — An earthquake measuring 5.8 on the' 
Richter scale hit Cyprus at nooD on Monday, shaking tall 
buildings, geologists said.’ There were no immediate 
reports of casualties or damage in the quake, which was 
felt as far away as the Israeli coastal city of Tel Aviv. 
“The earthquake measured 5.8 on the Richter scale with 
an epicentre of 50 kilometres south west of Paphos,” a 
geological service department official told Reuters. The 
IsraefSeismology Institute reported the quake measured 
6.3 on the Richter scale. It was felt at 12.19 (1019 GMT) 
and lasted around 30 seconds in Cyprus. 

Decision on Ciller possible today 

ANKARA (R) — A Turkish parliamentary commission 
could decide this week whether to send Depuiy Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller to the supreme court on corruption 
charges, the commission head said on Monday. *'We may 
take a vote on the final decision tomorrow,” Naci Terzi 
told Reurers. The 15-member commission has been 
investigating Mrs. Ciller’s substantial personal wealth for 
questionable gains during her three years as prime minis- 
ter from 1993. The government has a majority of one 
deputy in the commission. The current probe is the third 
corruption investigation against Mrs. Ciller, who joined a 
coalition with Islamist Prime Minister Necmettio 
Erbakan last June — something she vowed she would 
never do until the corruption allegations emerged. 


(Continued from page 1) 

him on the status of the dialogue” and get Mr. Mubarak’s 
insights “into the thinking of those who are negotiating,” 
Mr. McCurry said. 

Egypt has blamed Israel for the tortoise-like pace of the 
talks, saying Israel had taken rigid positions and had Dried 
to put pressure on the Palestinian negotiators. 

Mr. McCuny said Mr. Clinton had received regular 
reports on the talks from Mr. Ross, Deputy National 
Security Adviser Samuel Berger and others, and had 
“offered some thoughts” on how to resolve differences 
that have been stalling an agreement 
Syria meanwhile criticised the U.S. position in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace calks, saying it had swapped its 
role as mediator for that of Israeli “messenger.” 

“The United States is no longer according as much 
interest in realising Middle East peace," said Al Baath, 
the country’s ruling party newspaper. 

“When it is a matter of pressuring the Palestinians and 


the Arabs, they play their role of full partner, but for 
Israel, Washington is content to play messenger,” the 
newspaper added. 

“That explains the failure of the negotiations and the 
fact that they have not reached an accord,” on Israeli 
withdrawal from die West Bank town of Hebron, Al 
Baath said. 

The newspaper said the presence of Mr. Ross in the 
region over the past three weeks was “an American cover 
for the Israelis and Ross to support Israeli proposals and 
present them to the Palestinians as those of the United 
States.” 

“The Palestinians want to implement the Oslo (autono- 
my) accords, but the government of (Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter) Benyamin Netanyahu is using detours and proposing 
ideas which empty the accords of their contents,” it said. 

Syria is a fierce critic of the autonomy agreement 
reached between the Palestinains and Israel in September 
199 3. It accuses tbe Palestinians of breaking Arab ranks 
by signing the agreement. 


Randa Habib’s 

- corner 
Temperance should 
prevail in Ramadan 

DON’T YOU love Ramadan? In this holy month, 
believers purify their souls, renounce violence and get 
closer to God and to their fellow citizens. In short, they 
tend to turn pacifists. For this month gives people time 
for prayer and forgiveness. But unless you are endowed 
with the virtue of patience, you may end up in a dis- 
gruntled mood and endless scuffles with uneasy people 
during Ramadan. 

For example, try to follow the procedures of a pend- 
ing case at a government department. If you wait till 
noon to make sure that all employees are behind then- 
desks, you will most probably hit another snag. A 
frowning and a seemingly sleepy clerk will tell you that 
his working day is almost over so you had belter come 
back the next day. Moreover, someone may suggest that 
you wait till the end of Ramadan to get your business 
straightened out. 

In other instances, you may decide to do some shop- 
ping. The moment you enter the supermarket, you 
would think that the country is in a state of emergency 
or that an imminent catastrophe is ia the offing. One 
would ask why people tend to stash heaps of foodstuff. 
Are we heading towards a state of war? Tbe crowds 
hustle and bustle in a nervous manner, with shopping 
carriages piled up with food. Nothing seems to be suf- 
ficient. With difficulty you manage to get your grocer)’ 
and try to elbow your way to the cashier. But you realise 
that a long queue is ahead of you. You face the possi- 
bility of waiting in line to pay for one or few items or 
quite .the whole shopping process until better times. If 
you chose the first option you may finally be able to get 
out of the supermarket by 4:30 p.m., just enough time 
to get back home and have iftar with the family. 

But, the day is not over yet. Crazy driving prevails in 
the nearly empty streets. Cars swerve frantically, dri- 
vers flash their cars' lights, signalling that you should 
drive faster. Some hurried drivers fume at your cool dri- 
ving and even express their anger by means of hand 
signs. When moving ahead, you then encounter a 
motorist who blows his horn ceaselessly, in a show of 
impatience. 

So when you reach home, you have this awkward 
feeling that you may have done something wrong, when 
all you wanted to do is share with die others the 
moment of peace, tranquillity and love — three creeds 
which should prevail in this holy month. 


UFO researcher 
looks everywhere 
"for answers 


ALBANY, New York (AP) 
— - Some watch the skies for 
strange lights and alien 
ships. Michael Craft has 
been watching tbe watchers. 

His new book, “Alien 
Impact”, tells their wild 
tales: UFO abductions, sub- 
terranean alien bases, muti- 
lated cattle, government 
conspiracies, crop circles, 
magic fairies. The book is a 
primer of UFO tales thar 
asks the age-old question: 
What are people seeing in 
the sky? 

Readers expecting an 
answer befitting the “X- 
files" will be disappointed, 
because craft doesn’t pre- 
tend to know. But after years 
of research and travel, he 
rounds up some unusual sus- 
pects. i 

Yes. he says, there; could 
be alien visitors out there. 
But he also explores the pos- 
sibility of prankster spirits, 
electromagnetic phenome- 
non, hoaxes and higher con- 
sciousness. 

Mr. Craft wants to pui the 
UFO phenomenon in con- 
text by giving a wide sample 
of claims, and then allowing 
readers to consider the caus- 
es. Sceptics need not pick up 
tbe book; Mr. Craft’s inten- 
tion is not to .debunk the 
many theories he presents. 

“I definitely feel that this 
is not going away. Every 
day it’s getting bigger,”. Mr. 
Craft said in a telephone 
interview from his home in 
Ojai, California. “We need 
to find some way to cope 
with it, and denial is not an 
effective way of coping with 
anything, and blind belief is 
not effective either." 

Alien tales have been 
around as long as recorded 
history, with ancient cul- 
tures referring to heavenly 
visitors as gods. In medieval 
times, strange lights in the 
skies were chalked up to evil 
spirits. 

The first mention of the 
now-cominon term “flying 
saucer" dates to a 1947 
Associated Press dispatch 
out of Pendleton. Oregon, 
about a strange object 
screaking through the after- 
noon sky, according to Mr. 
Craft’s research. 

Since chat time there’s 
been an explosion of alleged 
alien encounters. Mr. Craft 
is intrigued by their breadth 


— and their similarities. 

Time and again alien visi- 
tors are described as gray 
with big eyes. Witnesses 
often describe strange 
ammonia smells accompa- 
nying the sighting, with a 
resulting loss of time after- 
wards. 

For those witnesses 
abducted by aliens — and 
supermarket tabloids attest 
this happens often — they 
too report similar experi- 
ences: psychic messages 
and fumbling sorts of bodily 
examinations, many of 
which focus on reproductive 
organs. 

Sound crazy? 

Maybe. Mr. Craft says, but 
he says he can "hear some 
wild stories — completely 
unbelievable ... And at the 
same time you hear these 
commonalities.” 

Mr. Craft, 38, spent years 
researching his book. But 
even before that, he had 
been devouring books on 
mythology and the paranor- 
mal since he was a kid in 
Baltimore. Years as a Tai 
Chi instructor and jobs at 
new age centres such as the 
Omega Institute have 
expanded his contact with 
the paranormal. 

The book is a tapestry of 
Mr. Crafts’ inner travels 
along with exhaustive docu- 
ment research and inter- 
views. In “Alien Impact," 
Mr. Craft explores: — small 
towns in the English coun- 
tryside, where farmers are 
mystified by the exacting 
circular patterns in their 
grain crops; 

— a remote Ohio farm, 
where a family was ter- 
rorised by a group of red- 
eyed, hairy giants; 

■ — ancient claims of spir- 
its, fairies and mermaids; 

•— Bolivia, where a farmer 
claimed he had sex with a 
barking red-headed alien 
because the far-flung race 
needed stock from a "good 
stallion"; 

— research that suggests 
early civilisations were 
given technical know-how 
by aliens; 

— a conference of UFOlo- 
gists who reveal details of 
the government’s secret 
time control experiments 
and a treaty between Presi- 
dent Franklin Roosevelt and 
the aliens. 


i 
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Israeli trade Saudis to boost spending in ‘97 to create jobs for nationals 


deficit reaches 
$10.5b in ‘96 


TEL .AVIV cR> — Israel’s 
trade deficit widened by 43 
per cent, or 5430 million, to 
S10.5 billion in 1996, the 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
said Sunday. 

The increase marked a 
sharp slowing from 1995 
when the deficit widened by 
3S percen- and 1994 when it 
w idened by 19.5 per cent, 
the bureau said. 

Merchandise imports grew 
by 5.7 per cent, or Si. 6 bil- 
lion, to S29.6 billion, slow- 
ing from 20 percent in 1995 
and 16 per cent in 1994. 
Merchandise exports grew 
by 6.5 per cent, or SI. 2 bil- 
lion. to SI 9.1 billion. They 
slowed from a 20 per cent 
increase in 1995 and a 16 
per cent increase in 1994. 

Israel ran a big surplus 
with the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) in the year 
as exports rose 1 .9 per cent 
to SI. 55 billion and imports 
fell 31.9 per cent to $235 
million. Including the $1.32 
billion trade surplus with the 
PNA. Israel’s overall trade 
deficit fell to S9.2 billion in 
19%. the bureau said. 

Last year was the first that 
the bureau published trade 
with the West Bank and 
Gaza under PNA control as 
part of its international trade 
figures. Previous figures 
were based on estimates. 

It said that since the first- 
quarter of 1996. overall mer- 
chandise imports, discount- 
ing ships, aircraft, diamonds, 
fuel and trade with the PNA, 
had fallen an average of 0.6 
per cent a month. In 1995. it 
added, imports had grown 
by one to two per cent a 
month. 

Merchandise exports grew 
more slowly than in 1995, 
averaging an 0.4 per cent 
increase per month, com- 
pared with 0.8 per cent a 
month in the previous year. 
Nevertheless, the bureau 
said Israel’s trade deficit had 
been declining by about 2.4 
per cent a month since the 
end of first-quarter 1996. 

Imports of machinery and 
equipment rose nine per cent 
in the year, while imports of 
consumer products rose 1 1 
per cent. 

Industrial-export growth 
slowed to 5.7 per cent last 
year, from nine per cent in 


1995 and 13 per cent in 

1994. 

The bureau said the export 
categories it defined as high 
technology grew a faster 
seven to 16 per cent in 1996, 
with software exports rising 
37 per cent. Exports of wood 
and paper, mining products, 
textiles and food declined. 

Earlier this month, the 
Central Bureau of Statistics 
said Israel’s economy grew 
by a preliminary 4.4 per cent 
in 1996, considerably faster 
than forecast, due to 
stronger-than-expected 
exports to the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

As recently as October, 
the bureau was forecasting a 
3.9 per cent increase in GDP. 
Economic growth neverthe- 
less slowed sharply from 

1995, when gross domestic 
product (GDP) expanded by 
7.1 percent. 

Faster growth also helped 
to trim the country's current 
account deficit from earlier 
forecasts to $4,619 billion. 
However, it was wider than 
1995’s $3,874 billion and 
was equivalent to 4.8 per 
cent of GDP, the bureau 
said. 

The bureau had been 
expecting the closures of the 
West Bank and Gaza, 
imposed by the Israeli gov- 
ernment in the wake of sui- 
cide bombings last February 
and March, would cause 
exports to the areas to fell. 
But the bureau said they 
dropped by less than expect- 
ed. 

Other data from the Cen- 
tral Bureau of Statistics 
showed that tourism to Israel 
fell noticeably in 1996, 
apparently as a result of 
stalled peace talks and dead- 
ly violence in fee Jewish 
state. 

The number of visitors 
through the end, of Novem- 
ber was 2, 178,900. 7.2 per 
cent lower than during fee 
same period last year, fee 
bureau said. Air arrivals fell 
10 per cent. 

December tourism fig- 
ures are not yet available, 
but hotels and airlines 
reported a decline during fee 
holiday season, when thou- 
sands of pilgrims come to 
fee Holy Land for Christ- 
mas. 


ABU DHABI < AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia plans a big 
jump in spending in 1997 
thanks to projected higher 
oil prices and will use the 
money on job training to 
wean the country off its 
dependence on foreign 
labour, economists have 
said. 

The world's biggest oil 
producer and exporter 
boosted projected expendi- 
ture by more than $8 billion 
in 1997 over the previous 
year, although higher earn- 
ings could have wiped out 
fee deficit, they said. 

“We consider the budget 
of 1997 as a budget of 
human resources, as nearly 
60 per cent of the increase 
in spending was allocated 
for education, manpower 
training and other develop- 
ment sectors." said Anzar 
Ahmad, vice-president of 
the Riyadh-based Consul- 
tancy Centre for Finance 
and Investment 

“The kingdom could have 
eliminated fee projected 
deficit as it forecast higher 
revenues. But it appears 
determined to expand fee 
scope of education and 
training for its nationals to 
qualify them for jobs," he 
told AFP. 

Saudi .Arabia, buoyed by 
expectations feat oil prices 
will remain relatively 
strong this year, increased 
allocations for education 


and training for local man- 
power by more than 50 per 
cent to 41.6 billon Saudi 
riyals ($11 billion) from 
27.6 billion riyals ($7.36 
billion) in 1996. 

The increase and higher 
allocations for health and 
subsidies pushed up overall 
spending to 181 billion 
riyals ($48.2 billion) from a 
projected $40 billion in 
1996, according to official 
budget figures. 

Saudi Arabia has 
launched a drive to ensure 
jobs for fee growing num- 
ber of its citizens as part of 
attempts to lessen its 
reliance on foreigners. 

The kingdom, which con- 
trols more than a quarter of 
fee world's proven oil 
reserves, has set a target of 
creating nearly 660,000 
jobs for Saudis by fee end 
of the 1995-1999 develop- 
ment plan. 

King Fahd and other 
Saudi government officials 
have urged fee private sec- 
tor to employ more locals 
as they have remained a 
minority in the workforce 
in that sector. 

Independent estimates put 
fee number of foreigners in 
Saudi Arabia at more than 
five million and they 
exceed 90 per cent of fee 
private labour. 

In October, Riyadh 
banned foreigners from 14 
job categories and said fee 


existing work permits for 
those jobs would not be 
renewed. 

The Saudi finan ce min- 
istry has not published 
details of fee budget alloca- 
tions for the education and 
labour tr ainin g but econo- 
mists said they would cover 
fee construction of new 
schools, training institutes 
and other literacy centres as 
well as expansion of exist- 
ing facilities. 

“The Saudi government 
now realises that job 
nationalisation is vital for 
its economy and security. 
This explains its serious- 
ness in rehabilitating its 
people to gradually end 
reliance on foreigners,” a 
Riyadh-based expert said. 


“Such policies run paral- 
lel wife its efforts to put fee 
economy back on track and 
eliminate fee budget deficit. 
As you see. despite fee 
surge in allocations for 
those sectors, fee deficit 
was forecast lower this 


year. 

The shortfall was project- 
ed at around $4.5 billion 
compared with fee forecast 
1996 deficit of $4.9 billion, 
which was slightly trimmed 
because of a sharp increase 
in oil prices that year. 

Economists and bankers 
said Riyadh had assumed 
an oil price of around $16.5 
in its 1997 budget, far high- 
er than fee $14.5 assumed 
in 1996. But the level is 
lower than fee actual price 


average of $20 in 1996. 

With the increases in 
funds for education and 
other sectors. Saudi Arabia 
could again overshoot tar- 
geted expenditure as it has 
to pay large sums in arrears 
to local contracts, accord- 
ing to bankers. 

“The arrears to fee local 
contractors were not indi- 
cated in the budget but they 
are no longer a problem for 
fee Saudis. They are being 
paid in an organised man- 
ner every year,” ODe banker 
said. 

“Unless there was no rise 
in oil prices over the pro- 
jected level, fee deficit will 
persist or even grow. 
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China to intensify crackdown 
on economic disorder 


BEIJING (R) — China has 
vowed to intensify a crack- 
down on economic disorder 
in 1997, citing tax evasion, 
financial irregularities, 
smuggling and counterfeit- 
ing as some ills that cost fee 
state billions of dollars a 
year. 

“Basically, fee situation of 
economic disorder still has 
not changed. Some prob- 
lems are even considerably 
serious," fee official Peo- 
ple’s Daily said in a com- 
mentary. 

Chinese authorities 
uncovered tax, auditing and 
pricing violations valued at 
161 billion yuan ($19.4 bil- 
lion) in fee past 1 1 years, or 
an average of 14.6 billion 
yuan a year, fee commen- 
tary said. 

“Increasing fee intensity 
of regulating and revamping 
economic order has become 
an important mission which 
brooks no delay,” the 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Dunce, briefly 
5 Loquacious 
quadruped? 

9 Chanting 

14 Leg joint 

15 Top-drawer 

16 Likely story? 

17 Farm plot 

18 Fountain favorite 

19 Well-known 

20 Beginning of a 
statement 

23 Call for help 

24 Unit 

25 Most recent 
29 Painting and 

sculpture 
31 — de mer 

34 Agreeable 
fragrance 

35 Soft cheese 

36 Belgian river 

37 Continuation of 
statement 

40 Entre — 
(confidentially) 

41 Drying kiln 

42 Muslim prince 

43 Comp. pt. 

44 Comic Johnson 

45 Stylish 

46 Soares: abbr. 

47 Chefs need 

48 Conclusion of 
statement 

56 Thicket 

57 Winged singer 

58 Idiot 

59 Accumulate 

60 Toward shelter 

61 Virginia wfllow 

62 Rent to another 

63 Borscht 
ingredient 

64 Sports group 


mouthpiece of fee ruling 
Communist Party said. 

“We cannot be soft when 
dealing a blow to various 
economic crimes,” the com- 
mentary said. 

Tax evasion and smug- 
gling were now rife, spring- 
ing up along wife market- 
oriented economic reforms 
introduced by paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping in fee 
late 1970s. 

State media said taxpayers 
had evaded personal income 
tax worth an estimated 12 
billion yuan since fee tax 
was introduced in 1980. 

Up to 60 per cent of state- 
run or collective firms in 
China evaded taxes, fee 
media said. It gave no fig- 
ures. 

“Many enterprises have 
two sets of accounting 
books and fabricate finan- 
cial statements, budgets, 
sales and asset appraisal," 
the commentary said 

Chinese companies owed 
35.7 billion yuan in industri- 
al and commercial taxes in 
fee first 1 1 months of 1996, 
up 72.9 per cent from fee 
year-ago period Xinhua 
News Agency said 



by Frank R. Jackson 


DOWN 

1 Card game for 
three 

2 Move slowly 

3 Nothing but 

4 Pare 

5 Good tuck 
charm, in a way 

6 Chess pieces 

7 Within: pref. 

8 Unheeding 


9 Ecclesiastical 
decrees 

10 Apart from 
others 

11 Stravinsky’s * — 
'of Spring” 

12 Follow orders 

13 Cap 

21 Brazilian palm 

22 Sacred choral 
composition 

,25 “Mule Train" 
singer 

26 Fire crime 

27 Hat type 

28 Big birds 

29 Ascended 

30 Schism 

31 Particles 

32 Residue 

33 Suspicious 

35 Cop’s itinerary 

36 "This one’s — " 

38 Trunk 

39 Planet 

44 Bear witness to 

45 Court calendar 


□□□□ anas □□□□ 
QiaHBi nano wum 
□□□□□ nmm □□an 

□□□□□□□ HUB 

□□□ S00 HQ00 
□□□□ □QDDDDQQQQ 
□□□□□ □□□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □QC1DQQP 
□□□□□□ □□□□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□ □□□ 

□□□ □□□□□□□ 
□QUID □□□□ □□□□□ 
Q0QQ ESQQP PQQPQ 
□QO0 QQQD 
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46 Hard- riding 
pursuers 

47 Thick soup 

48 Eternal City 

49 Ring stone 

50 Excessive fat 

51 Masculine 


52 Revise for 
publication 
53 'Cast a baflot 


54 Thought 

55 Rich garden soil 

56 Sedan or 
roadster 



Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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HOROSCOPE - 
FORECAST FOR- - 
TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 14>1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson* 
Astrologer, CarroU 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 fo 
April 19) Be careful not to 
lose your temper today or 
there could be dkecona* ; 
quences. Tonight you -can 
make big headwayin your | 
career activities wife cor- 
rect advice from a bigwig. 
Don’t waste any time on 
trivial matters. 

TAURUS: (Aprir/20‘to 
May 20) Try, not 
agree wife onewho'isfdis- 
contented or you could 
complicate matters. ^^jet 
into important matters 
later this evening aridljan- 
dle them wisely thereby 
you can develop a course 
of action which ^Suc- 
cessful. 1 

GEMINI: (May. 21 fo 
June 21 ) You waar to^ve 
an outsider a piece off ygur 
mind today, howevK^Ks 
would only mate matters 
more difficult, sobetact- 
ful in your choiqe^qf 
action. Later this eyehrtg 
will be good to spdpjd fine 
wife your loved ones.' . ? . 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July . "21) 
Career activities may W 
go well today, howevaC-if 
you keepan evenie^ybu 
will be able to handte^fey 
situation. Attend a sgSal 
event you have been los- 
ing forward to bue^tfos 
evening and you should 
dress nicely. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Get busy at carter 
affa ire today and forego 
making plans for pleasure 
at tins time. Later this 
evening take no risks wife 
your health, so make sure 
you are well protected 
from adverse weather 
conditions which could 
ruin a good time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Avoid a 
possible disagreement at 
home, which could be 
detrimental to the rela- 
tionship of your, Joyed 
ones. Enjoy fee company 
-of your -friends later this 
evening and strive perfec- 
tion in all of your endeav- 
ours. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) If you get 
an unpleasant message 
today, don't allow it to 
bother you or you won’t 
get anything accom- 
plished. Tonight is fine for 
entertaining practical indi- 
viduals, so make the best 
of this situation. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Try not 
to commit yourself today 
to anything too risky or 
expensive otherwise you 
could regret the outcome. 
Get busy later this evening 
and handle your commu- 
nications with fellow 
associates, so that you can 
be s ucces sful. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Do not show others you 
are upset today, otherwise 
you won’t be able to get 
anything accomplished in 
your business activities. 
Later this evening you 
should keep working on a 
practical level to gain your 
success. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Do 
not concern yourself 
about what cannot be 
helped, otherwise you vrill 
worry over matters which 
will be resolved. Busy 
yourself later this evening 
wife improving personal 
matters and thereby you 
will get noticed by a big- 
wig. 1 ’ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Talk oyer 
a difficulty today wife fee 
one you love and get the 
right advice to make 
everything better. Don't 
bother later tins evening a 
busy friend, otherwise 
you won't gain any of hi? 
or her assistance in fee 
days ahead. :L '-' 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A devoted' 
friend can today assist you 
wife somet hing important 
so that you can com^Iet^ 
your business activities^ 
Don’t disturb an inftoSfe' 
dal person later .fete 
evening, otherwise 
she could be resejoffiiF’fl 
you at a later tune. 
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Business & Finance 

Business Bank, Jordan National Bank 
merger to create fourth largest bank in Jordan 


By Ghalia AJul 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN - — The merger 
of the Business Bank and 
the Jordan National 
Bank will create the 
fourth largest commercial 
bank in the Kingdom 
with a capital of JD 42 
million. 

Business Bank General 
Manager Wasif Azar told 
the Jordan Times that the 
two banks have decided 
to merge in order to meet 
the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan’s (CBJ) requirement 
for a minimum capital of 
JD 20 million. 

Business Bank Chair- 


man Rajai Muasher had 
earlier told the Jordan 
Times that the tie up is 
the first voluntary merger 
of two financially sound 
banks. 

Mr. Azar stressed that 
the main reason for the 
merger was to “establish 
a strong banking unit run 
by a highly qualified 
management that is capa- 
ble of dealing with the 
new economic climate 
ushered in by Jordan's 
quest to join theWorld 
Trade Organisation 


(WTO) and get into part- 
nership with the Euro- 
pean Union (EU)." 

CBJ Deputy Governor 


"»5 


Michel Marto said in an 
interview that “mergers 
will strengthen banks and 
make them more able to 
compete and provide 
larger capital to diversify 
then - services and prod- 
ucts.” 

Ahmad Abdul Fattah. a 
CBJ assistant governor, 
told the Jordan Times 
that the CBJ has asked all 
commercial banks to 
raise their capita] to JD 
>20 million by the end of 
1996 if their total equity 
was less than JD 15 mil- 
lion. 

There are more than 
eight banks whose equity 
is above JD 15 million. 


Mr. Abdul Fattah said. 
These banks, he added, 
have until then end of this 
year to raise their capital 
to JD 20 million. 

Mr. Azar said that 
Business Bank and Jor- 
dan National Bank share- 
holders will hold a meet- 
ing on Jan. 25 to formally 
approve the merger and 
to elect the new board of 
directors. 

The new entity, to be 
known as Jordan National 
Bank will be the fourth 
largest Bank in Jordan 
after the Arab Bank, the 
Housing Bank and the 
Islamic'" Bank . 


Beat 


review of news from tJje UlraSic press 

Potash company generates 
JD45 million profit 

** THE ARAB Potash Company has posted a record 
JD45 million profit in L996, seven per cent higher than 
the JD42 million registered in 1995. The company’s out- 
put last year amounted to 1.76 million tonnes of which 
1.75 million tonnes were sold for a total value of $192 
million. According to Suleiman Hawaii, the company's 
general manager, the firm is currently implementing a 
project to expand its production capacity from 1 .8 million 
tonnes to 2.2 million tonnes before the year 2000. The 
finn is also setting up a plant to produce “industrial 
potash” which is used in many chemical industries. The 
plant, expected to be completed this year, will have a 
100,000-tonne annual capacity (A1 Ra’i) 

Municipality of Greater Amman 
collects JD59.9 million in revenues 

** REVENUES COLLECTED by the Municipality of 
Greater Amman (MoGA) amounted to JD59.9 million 
last year, five per cent more than the JD56.7 million 
estimate projected for 1996. Yet, the amount was JDI.6 
million less than the JD61.5 million revenue that 
MoGA collected in 1995.- MoGA Mayor-Mamdouh-J 
Abbadi attributed the decline in revenue to a one-time 
r&enfle ainBimting to JC4 : niillion that were earned in 
1995 from key money paid for stores at the new central 
vegetable market. 

The financial report showed that capital spending last 
year amounted to JD29.7 million, 83.9 per cent of the 
total JD35J million allocated for capital expenditure. 
The spending in 1995 amounted to JD33.5 million. Dr. 
Abbadi attributed the decline to the postponement of 
tenders related to Wadi A1 Haddadeh tunnel and he 
building for MoGA staff. These tenders, valued at 
JD3.5 million, were carried forward from the 1996 
budget to the 1997 budget; Another JD2.7 million, rep- 
resenting undisbursed amounts of tenders awarded in 
1996, were another factor for the lower capital spend- 
ing last year. 

According to MoGA records, government ministries 
and institutions as well as companies and individuals 
owe the Municipality of Greater Amman a total of 
JD28.5 million (A1 Dustour). 
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“Procrastinators live longer! When my 
time comes, I'll just put it off until later!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 1 
9 by Hwwi Arnold «nd tfrko Aiftfrfon 


Unscramble these tour JumWos, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


DICAR 


nJE 

□ 

□ 


MAgNt 


TIGAN 


4xt 

JU 


GESTAK 



L 

□ 

r w 1 

SHI 

Nl 



JL 

- 





Now arrange the circled tetters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here 


(Answers tomorrow) 


VodorrWc I JumUfes: CABIN GLOAT HERMIT BAKERY 
Yesettlays | Angw8r Running In a race up Pikes Peak can be 
this -BREATHTAKING 


Egypt to sell 16 public 
sector firms from April 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt has 
decided to sell 16 profit- 
making public companies 
valued at 2.7 billion pounds 
($818.18 million) later this 
year, official newspapers 
reported Monday. 

The decision was taken 
Sunday at a meeting of the 
minis terial committee in 
charge of an ambitious pri- 
vatisation programme 
launched in 1991 but which 
did not really take off until 
1996. 

The committee, chaired 
by Prime Minister Kamal A1 
Ganzuri, also decided to sell 
three cotton ginni ng facto- 
ries, 16 rice mills as well as 
fodder and macaroni facto- 
ries, the press said. 

The sale of the 16 compa- 
nies, which include spinning 
and weaving, trade, con- 
tracting and food production 
firms, is set to start in April. 

“The committee agreed to 
put up for sale 10 per cent of 
the shares of the companies 
|— in- a first -phase f -Public Sec—' 
tor Minister Atef Obeid said 
in. staterneW^ilcrtfed by : Al‘ 
Ahram daily. 

The government will also 
put up for sale Helnan 
Dahab Hotel in the Sinai to 
rest the market for further 
hotel sales. 

In December the authori- 
ties said that in 1997 it will 
put up for sale 36 hotels as 
part of the privatisation 
drive, while six others con- 
sidered part of Egypt’s 
national heritage would stay 
under government control. 

Officials have said they 
expect one public sector 
firm to be privatised each 
week in 1997. 

Minister Obeid said last 
month that Egypt has earned 
more than 3.6 billion Egypt- 
ian pounds ($1 billion) from 
the privatisation of public 
companies. 

“Twenty five per cent of 
that was allocated to the 
payment of early retirement, 
50 per cent was used to pay 


back the bank and the rest 
has been transferred to the 
central bank,” he told the 
press. 

Mr. Obeid said the num- 
ber of workers in Egyptian 
public companies dropped 
from 1.064,000 in 1993 to 

934.000 in October, without 
specifying how many of the 

128.000 employees no 
longer on the public compa- 
ny rolls are still working. 

Minister Obeid said he 
consulted the unions in 
advance to win them over to 
privatisation. 

He said that no worker has 
been left jobless without 
compensation and that 
unemployment was low, at 
'8.8 per cent, without taking 
into account those who 
work undeclared. Such 
work represents 25-30 per 
cent of Egypt's economic 
activity. 

Egypt, which signed a 
new agreement Oct 1 1 with 
the International Monetary 
'Fund (IMF) to continue lib- 
eralising its economy, 
relaunched privatisation in 
the spring under the new 
government, led by Dr. 
Ganzuri, which was named 
in January 1996. 

“What we have been col- 
lecting is much higher than 
expected, and it has been 
poured (into) the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Obeid said. 

The “privatisation opera- 
tion in Egypt was the clean- 
est and the most transparent 
in the world — not a single 
pound was paid for private 
interests,” he added. 

The head of the IMF team 
which negotiated the new 
programme with Egypt, 
Howard Handy, said that the 
social fund would help 
lighten the social conse- 
quences of privatisation. 

The donor countries 
renewed in the spring their 
commitment to increase the 
social fund to about $200 
million over four years. 
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Government to sell 26% of JTC equity 
to ‘strategic partner’ before end of ‘97 


By P.Y.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment intends to sell 26 per 
cent of equity in the state- 
owned Jordan Telecommu- 
nications Company (JTC) 
to a “strategic partner" of 
international standing 
before the end of this year. 
Post and Telecommunica- 
tions Minister Jamal 
Saraireh said Monday. 

Mr. Saraireh, addressing a 
weekly press briefing 
arranged by the Ministry of 
Information, confirmed that 
the JTC had accepted an 
offer from an international 
consortium lo act as finan- 
cial advisor in the process. 

The international consor- 
tium, which is led by Mer- 
rill Lynch and includes the 
local Export and Finance 
Bank of Jordan and Booz 
Allen and Hamilton of the 
U.S., will be paid $1 mil- 
lion as “fixed fee” and a 
percentage of the proceeds 
from the equity sale as 
“success fee,” the minister 
said. 

“We accepted the offer 
from among a total of 17 in 
a very transparent process 
that involved the Audit 
Bureau, the Central Bank of 
Jordan and other concerned 
institutions,” said Mr. 
Saraireh, adding that the 
Merrill Lynch offer was the 
lowest. 


The rationale behind the 
“success fee ” he explained, 
was that it was a strong 
incentive for the consultant 
group to get the optimum 
price for the equity because 
it would get a percentage of 
the amount. 

"The mandate of the 
financial advisor is for the 
sale of a 26 per cent interest 
in JTC to a strategic global 
telecommunication partner, 
and is subject to final con- 
firmation by the govern- 
ment of Jordan,” Ali A1 
Husaiy, chairman and chief 
executive officer of the 
Export and Finance Bank 
of Jordan, told the Jordan 
Times last week 

The JTC is the successor 
of the Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC). The 
TCC, a state-owned 
monopoly was registered as 
a commercial entity under 
the name JTC with a JD 
250 million paid-up capital 
on Oct. 1, 1996 in the first 
step towards privatisation. 

The second step was 
appointing the financial 
advisor on selling 26 per 
cent of the company’s equi- 
ty to a “a strategic partner 
of international standing 
like MCI, AT&T, British 
Telcom or French Telcom 
that would allow it to 
expand and absorb 
advanced technology at no 
capital investment by the 
State. Mr. Saraireh told 


reporters. 

The next step is an evalu- 
ation of the actual worth of 
the company in terms of 
assets, liabilities, returns on 
investment, etc. before 
drawing up tender docu- 
ments for bidders to 
become the “strategic part- 
ner.” he said. 

This process is expected 
to be complete by July, with 
the final acceptance of a 
bidder before the end of the 
year, he added. 

The JTC has several 
options under study for fur- 
ther disposal of its equity, 
including placing it for sub- 
scription through the 
Amman Financial Market, 
selling part of it to employ- 
ees and Jordanian expatri- 
ates who could pay in for- 
eign currency and offering 
it in the international capi- 
tal market, he said. 

The proceeds from the 
sale of JTC equity, he said, 
will be deposited in a spe- 
cial account with the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan and will 
be allocated for develop- 
ment projects. 

Mr. Saraireh reaffirmed 
that the government’s role, 
aside from its present status 
as the sole equity holder in 
the JTC, was limited to that 
regulatory body in the 
telecommunications sector 
as part of the overriding 
philosophy behind privatis- 
ing state-owned institu- 


tions. 

“We would ensure that 
the citizens are not exploit- 
ed and that their rights are 
protected while they also 
get services at the lowest 
possible cost" said the min- 
ister. 

“The amount will not be 
used to support ihc '*!.stc 
budget or to settle the a-uii- 
try's debts." declared the 
minister. 

He confirmed fhar the 
government had taken a 
decision to cancel all tele- 
phone lines given to .senior 
officials and paid for by the 
state and reallocate them to 
those clearly designated by 
the prime minister. The 
bills of these lines will con- 
tinue to be settled by the 
government. 

“How can we rationalise 
to our (future) strategic 
partner the use of free lines 
of the company by govern- 
ment officials?” said tlv 
minister. He did not «?t oxide 
specifics of how mum lines 
were revamped and !v-v. 
much was the expected co ■: 
to the treasury . 

He also noted ihui the 
1997 budget allocates spe- 
cific amounts to various 
ministries and government 
departments as commit. u- 
cation expenses and that 
these ministries and depart- 
ment would settle their tele- 
phone bills as any other 
JTC subscriber. 


AMMAN PXNANCIAI. 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHHErSAM 
TELEPHONE: 60H71 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LZST FOR HONDA! 13/01/1997 


PAST 12 
High 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

no. 

or 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

261.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.1 

1.36 

I 

1 00 

25700 

257.00 

257.00 

- 

1.230 

.880 

HID. EAST INV.BK. 

72.3 

0.00 

1 

BOO 

550 

1.10 

J-10 

“ 

2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL D3V.BE. 

5.2 

6.16 

5 

1700 

3B42 

2.26 

2.26 

" 

5.250 

4.250 

THE BOOSING BK. 

12.5 

2.96 

2 

1100 

5126 

4. BO 


.14- 

1.090 

.880 

JOB. GCJLF SANK 

5.8 

7.24 

2 

1000 

980 

• 9B 


* 

4.160 

3.480 

JOB. ISLAMIC HANK 

17.7 

0.00 

1 

200 

736 

3 ■ 68 

3. 66 

" 

1.450 

1.000 

PHI LAD EL -INV.BK- 

g 

0.00 

3 

500 

645 

1.28 

1.29 

.01# 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 195 

49 -CHC-- 

-0.22 

26 

5142 

377D9 




2.830 

1.830 

JOB FRENCH INSOR. 

5.4 

10.47 

5 

1350 

2609 

1.90 

1.91 

.01+ 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 120 

38 *CHC: 

♦0.05 

«« 5 

:A35P. 

2609 




. ... 1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PVR. 

11.3 

7. 36 

• ■ 10 

6500. 

10595 

1.63 

1.62 

- 

9.250 

7. BOO 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

■ 17.2 "■ 

2.06 

'-■-I 

* 500 

4000 

B-.25 

8 .CO 

.25- 

1.750 

l.DBQ 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

3 

1000 

1183 

1. IB 

1.19 

.01+ 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL. XNV.BDUC. 

13.7 

5.7B 

1 

500 

1730 

3.50 

3.46 

.04- 

1.250 

.960 

SARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

4 

1900 

1995 

1.05 

1.05 

- 

2.290 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11.3 

4.67 

29 

21211 

449B5 

2.10 

2-14 

.04+ 

SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111.49 *CHG: 

-0.09 

50 

31661 

647B7 




3.500 

2.710 

JOR- PHOSPHATE HINES 

35.0 

0.00 

8 

1232 

4004 

3.27 

3.25 

.02- 

G.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.3 

3.51 

4 

3600 

20520 

5.66 

5.70 

.04+ 

10.400 

B.720 

JOR. PETROL. RET INAJC 

9.9 

8.21 

7 

235 

2774 

9.72 

9.75 

.03+ 

3.710 

1.650 

IHDOSTRIAL COMM -AGP.. 

32.9 

0.00 

5 

B44 

2060 

2.42 

2.4S 

.03+ 

7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

8.9 

3.60 

2 

750 

5213 

6.85 

6-95 

.10+ 

4.730 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH- HAKF- 

19.2 

5.71 

9 

BB5 

. 30B8 

3.50 

3.50 

“ 

2.350 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES KANECT. 

8.9 

7. SO 

6 

910 

1449 

1.60 

1.60 

- 

7.450 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

13.3 

4.12 

4 

597 

2B91 

4. 85 

4. 95 

- 

5. BOO 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

B.6 

8.62 

3 

174 

60S 

3.50 

3.40 

.02- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

14 

14S00 

8990 

.61 

.62 

.01* 

1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

7.9 

8,93 

2 

300 

348 

1.15 

1.16 

.01 + 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL I WPS . 

10.4 

B.S7 

27 

2 3600 

16303 

. 6B 

.70 

■ 02- 

IHDOSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.65 *CHC» 

♦0.27 

124 

6653B 

94059 




BRAND TOTAL 


INDEX 1 152.32 ZCHG: 

-0.02 

195 

104691 

199163 



• 



PARALLEL 

HARKBT SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

13/01/1997 




.800 

.500 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.1 

0.00 

6 

4250 

2213 

.52 

.53 

.01- 

.890 

.700 

UNION INV. 50* 

6B.9 

0.00 

5 

4044 

1065 

.72 

. 73 


.990 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

35 

13B500 

62397 

.45 

.45 


N .950 

.670 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.6 

0,00 

2 

1950 

858 

.68 

.69 


.640 

.310 

JOR . I NDS . MATCH- J EHCO 


0.00 

10 

11750 

4035 

.34 

.34 


.800 

.510 

ARAB FOOD S HED. 

E 

0.00 

6 

2500 

1590 

.63 

.65 

■ C2- 

1.730 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

2 

1250 

1700 

1.37 

1.36 

.01- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD- 

g 

0.00 

3 

1250 

625 

.49 

.50 

.01* 

.900 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 


0.00 

1 

500 

280 

.56 

.56 


.970 

.400 

NATL . HULT . ENG - NAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

24 

36950 

3B5B5 

.50 

.50 


.760 

.430 

NAYEAK DIES i. MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

1750 

910 

.53 

.52 

.01- 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

a.aa 

4 

2100 

1575 

.75 

.75 

- 

-JBft 

.620 

HIDKAST PHARH. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

96 

.64 

.64 

” 

GRAND TOTAL 





152 

27B994 

139729 
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*** Jordan Marketplace 




DA J ANl 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 






FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmelsanj, second floor; 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in A3 Rabia 
area, thrrtf floor. ISOsqjn. 

Abdjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
l Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Pro&wonal Qtnfityf in « 

1 Hour Service M 

Develop yoor colour film at 
oar shop and get:- « 

• JUMBO pBmtm 


• Prmm matmrgt 
mmmtaOM 30 cm 

ShmcrtanU* 

Bank. Phone: 

Swefieh vet 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 

H0\]K.0?r]O : S; 
FVRIaCFlACHS ■■ 

-MMNTENANCE SERVICES 

iirATiNC SYSTEMS. 

Pl.t.'MBiNG- 

-EUR KENT: 

nac.vi-: VILLAS AND - . 
F LA T.S . { H. R N IS H ED it • 

nvr-rpYKVu-n ■■■. 



Advertisement 


i 




Jordan 


i 





~ 

OOWriHOrtL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI £ 
MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Bd. 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 

REAL ESTATE 


I I A, : 699369 
I VX : 704414 





Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
. Sushi 


. F o r R es . S i 2 95? - 8 :j 4 f-jgj i 

f-1 c c ca St • 0 ao'u d CehTer • ; 


FOR 
r RFNT 

I • Deluxe Villrts 

5-0 ' 

a) Apnanmenis 


For details ploaso call 

'ft 1 *.* 864231 


TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CRLL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
E«t. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 3 

JPe Real ftaitai} paste iS 

QourmetpEZfl. 

We ox ti/c itrjr ben i'jreJejis 

■ h 

Try the only 

4^ STUFFED PIZZA A/j 

n/mw IClMagalliU} . 

> PAN PIZZA -H 

"7 [HM'8rTMekCnst) 

5, ITALIAN SANDWICHES ^ S 

^ r g 


Ha indoor 7nT3f* Ci Rif Uaw Urr-ULir ; 'j 

AHi&a - Abate 
Sitowjtoro W 
Tel. 688471 Ext. 32 










io Sports 


Australian Onen 


Becker out; Chang, Graf through 


MELBOURNE (R) — 
Defending champion 
Boris Becker made a 
shock first round exit 
from the Australian Open 
on Monday, beaten by- 
young Spaniard Carlos 
Moya in one of the 
biggest upsets in Grand 
Slam tennis history. 

Moya, a clay court spe- 
cialist ranked 25th in the 
world, beat the German 
world No. 65-7 7-6 (7-4) 
3-6 6-1 6-4 in a match 
lasting three hours and 
31 minutes played on a 
baking centre court at 
Melbourne Park. j 

“My brain is scrambled 
eggs right now." Becker 
said. ’Tin really strug- 
gling to speak because 
I’m burning." 

On a day when other 
top seeds, among them 
Steffi Graf and Michael 
Chang, cruised into the 
second round. Becker 
knew he faced a strong 
first-round opponent. 

Moya upset Becker in 
the Paris Open indoors 
tournament last October 
and reached the final of 
the Sydney International 
at the' weekend, losing to 
rising British star Tim 
Henman. 

But after a nervous 
start. Becker appeared to 
have the match under 
control as he built up a 
two sets to one lead. 

Moya. 20. replied with 
a succession of precise 
passing shots, rapid ser- 
vice returns and winning 
lobs which won him the 
next set and left Becker 
cursing with frustration. 

Becker’s game was 
erratic throughout. He 
served almost as many 
double faults as aces and 
failed to show any of his 
normal mastery * at the 
net. 

It is not the first time 
that Becker has been an 
early loser in Melbourne. 
After winning the tour- 
nament in 1991. he was 
knocked out in the third 
round the following year 
and in the first round of 
the 1993 and 1995 tour- 
naments. 

The only other Grand 
Slam men’s champion in 
the Open era of tennis to 
lose in the first round 
was American Roscoe 




ji s5sfc--\ 





mm 


plicated passage to the 
second round, seeing off 
Belgian challenger Kris 
Goossens 6-0 6-3 6-1, 
although he had to take a 
break ” to pass a cold 
towel to a ball girl who 
fainted in temperatures 
of up to 35 degrees Cel- 
sius. 

Graf also had to get 
involved in some ama- 
teur nursing, ‘when she 
saw her first round oppo- 
nent, Slovakia’s Janette 
Husarova, collapse on 
court with a knee injury 
22 minutes into their 
njiatch with the German 
leading 5-1. 

Husarova was forced to 
v^ajt several minutes 
before receiving treat- 
ment and top seed Graf, 
who won the match by- 
default. was forced to 
step in and take a handful 
of ice cubes to ease her 



opponent s pain. 

In other first round 


Defending champion Boris Becker of Germany waves goodbye to the centre court 
crowd after his five set loss to Spain's Carlos Moya at the Australian Open (Reuters 
photo) 


action on Monday. 15th 
seed Michael Stich saw 
off Sweden’s Patrik 
Fredriksson 6-3 6-2 6-2 
and women’s third seed 
Conchita Martinez of 
Spain enjoyed a 6-0 6-2 
win over Miriam 
Ore mans of the 
Netherlands. 

The youngest woman 
in the draw. 15-year-old 
Russian Anna 

Koumikova. made an 
early exit, losing 6-2 6-2 
to 12th seed 'Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa. 


Sweden’s 


Thomas 


Tanner, who won the 
Australian Open in 
January 1977 only to 
lose on his First outing 
when it was played again 
that December. (li . , .. 

Becker's defeat , came 
as a blow to Tournament 
organisers, who have 
already seen a clutch of 
big- name stars including 
women's champion 

Monica Seles withdraw 
from the tournament. 
Becker had been seen as 
the player with the best 
chance of beating World 
No. 1 Peru Sampras. 

Men’s No. 4 Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov withdrew 

last week after breaking 
his hand and local star 
Mark Philippoussis. who 
ousted Sampras from the 


NOTICE OF SALE 



Date and Time Of Sale: 

Wednesday, January 15, 1997, from 9:00 
a.m. To 12:00 p.m. 

Location: 

American Embassy Warehouse, Abdoun, 
Back Gate. 

Items To Be Sold: . 

Office and Housing Furniture, equipment! 
and Appliances. i 

Conditions Of Sale: 

This sale will be conducted by sealed-bid. 
Bid forms will be available at the time of 
sale. 

All items will be available for inspection at 
the sale time. 

A deposit of 20% of the total bid is 
required at the tirpe of bid, in cash JD. 
only. 

All bidders will be notified and deposit 
refunded on Thursday, Jan. 16, 1997. 

All property must be removed by Monday 
20, 1997. If not, a storage fees of J D 
50.000 per day for each lot will be 
imposed. 

All bids must be deposited by 12:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Jan. 15, 1997. 

All property is sold on as-is, where-is, 
non-returnable basis for cash payment 
without Refund or warranty. 


Michael Chang of the U.S. serves during his first round match against Belgium's Kris 
Goossens at the Australian Open at Melbourne Park (Reuters photo) 

tournament lust year. Michael Chang, who has Cllrt • , t i,„ -j 
pulled out on Sunday not won a Grand Slam £,.3 

because of tendinitis. ' since capturing the L Z " ^ 

But Becker's absence French Op»en as a 17- ’hit . 

will give a boost to year-old in I9S9. * ^.J 1 

American World No. 2 Chang had an uncom- 


Enqvist, the No. 7 seed, 
beat Nicolas Pereira' of 
Venezuela 6-1 6-2 6-4 
while Thomas Muster of 
Austria, seeded fifth, 
enjoyed a straight sets 
win over Geoff Grant of 
the United States. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTHOUAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH H1RSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q. 1 ■ Earl- West vulnerable, as 
Smih vuu h"Jd. 


*76 CAJ 872 OJ 10 6 *K 62 

NOKTH^LtST WEST 
10 Pm I? 1* 

ft* Paw ? 

What do vou bid now? 


Thu bidtliPR has pm-uedud: 
NOKTIl EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* Dbl 7 

What action tin you take? 


The most closely 
watched of the unseeded 
players was rising British 
star Tim Henman, who 
won his first tour final on 
Saturday against Moya. 
Henman beat Romanian 
qualifier Andrei Pavel 7- 
5 6-4 6-2. 


Peru overcome Chile in rough 
World Cup qualifier 


LIMA CR) — Peru beat ten- 
man Chile 2-1 in a rough 
World Cup qualifying 
match on Sunday to keep 
alive their hopes of reach- 
ing the 1998 finals in 
France. 

The win sent Peru into 
seventh-place in the single 
South American Group. 
But they are only one point 
behind third-placed 

Argentina. 

Peru created several early 
chances and were rewarded 
when striker Flavio Maestri 
pounced on a rebound in 
the 14th minute to head 
them in front. 

Their second goal came 
in the 34th minute when 
Chile appeared to be on 
top. having hit the wood- 
work with an effort from 
Sebastian Rozental. 

Maestri was again 
involved, providing the 
pass from which Roberto 
Palacios scored with a first 
time shot. 

Chile, who had a player 
sent off last month as they 
drew 1-1 away to 
Argentina, had Fernando 
Cornejo shown the red card 
12 minutes from the end 



Flavio Maestri (L) of Peru speaks with Chilean goal 
keeper Nelson Tapia during the first half of their World 
Cup. Peru won 2-1 (Reuters photo) 

for a foul on Nolberto their top player Ivan 
Solano. Zamorano headed a conso- 

Two minutes from time, lation. 


Real held by Hardaway, Seikaly lead 
Extremadura Magic to rare road win 

Atlptirn TORONTO ( R) — penny Hardaway and Rony Seikaly combined 

du A. V Liv tivv/ r__ 1 1 .f finnl 1 1 mini, llv Mndil’ fnr il let rhp 


MADRID (R) — Real 
Madrid threw away an 
opportunity to extend their 
lead ar the top of the Spanish 
First Division when they 
were held to a goalless draw 
at bottom-placed 

Extremadura on Sunday. 

The result leaves Real 


Atlptirn TORONTO ( R) — penny Hardaway and Rony Seikaly combined 

xv Lit/ L1LU f or j j Orlande final 13 points as the Magic won for just the 

, fifth time on the road this season, an 88-85 victory over die 

CrUSn Toronto Raptors. 

Horace Grant scored 22 points, Seikaly had 2 1 and 1 7 rebounds 
7 9 T*51 OD 7 51 and Hardaway added 16 points for the struggling Magic, who are 

AjOia^UZia just 5-14 away from home. 

Walt Williams led the Raptors with 22 points but was held score- 
w. nDm _ d . less in the fourth quarter, while Damon Stoudamire added 19 

■ Keal points and 14 assists for Toronto, which blew a 13-point tfaird- 

Madnd threw away an 

opportunity to extend “We gave them the game,'' Stoudamire said “We had our 

lead ar the top of the Spamsh we should have won. It should have been over in the 

Fust Divisron when they 0 f the third quarter." 

were held to a goalless draw A ^ of stoudamire free throws with nine seconds left pulled 

Extremadura on Su2v J 6 ^ °"f' B “ H * iaWi,y aMWHBd with tw0 

tL TL.ir p—i throws with 7.4 seconds to go. 

. ^ . . * . f “If 1 had shot a little better, we wouldn't have needed to turn it 

^ Hanfaway said “We’ve been struggling offensive- 

. jf . , in the game and gave us a chance to win. 

Third n ijL»d ^ Milwaukee, rookie Ray Allen scored nine of his 22 prints in 
... Z? the third quarter to spark two key Milwaukee runs as the Bucks 
S^ W I-^^KSSJS trounced die Golden State Warriors 111-93. 
u limninnc Vin Baker scored 17 points, grabbed 12 rebounds and blocked 

hir i v , cr r _ four shots and Aimon Gilliam had 16 points as all five bucks 
0 starters scored in double figures. 

“The rwdh ^demonstrates ** 

there are no small rivals ” 10of[henext 12 P ouns ' ca PP ed b y 30 AN® three-pointer, 

said Real president Lorenzo ^ ? Bucks also had an 84) run later in the quarter to push their lead 

Ltos lheSpani^ P i'S V m Lattell SpmweU I*0ted21 1 points and Joe Smilh added IS for the 

4 [ |^^ Warriors. losers of four of their last six games. 

Modrid ” . j In Sacramento, Glen Rice scored 26 poiots and Anthony Mason 

Atletico wanned up for the and 1 ‘ n = bounds “ ,eadthe Hornets to 

clash with a superb 5-1 win 3 SManetory over the Kings. 

over Zaragoza. I ‘ ie Hornets really won the game at the foul line as Sacramento 

The bes! game of the day committed 24 folds, giving the Hornets 30 free throws compared 
was nlaved at Valladolid to a franchise-low six for the Kings. 

where* Deponivo Coruna^ Abdul -Rauf had 22 points and Corliss Williamson 

Coremin Martins missed a added 1 8 for &rcramenta which was ouiscored by Charlotte by a 

I are nen.il tv with the score at chopping 21-5 margin from the foul line. 


their game with Hercules to 
take over at the top on goal 
difference. Third-placed 
Deponivo lost ground by 
drawing 1-1 at Valladolid 
but champions Atletico 
Madrid hit their best form to 
demolish Zaragoza 5-1. 

“The result demonstrates 
there are no small rivals.” 
said Real president Lorenzo 
Sanz, whose team travel 
across the Spanish capital to 
face neighbours Atletico 
Madrid next weekend. 

Atletico warmed up for the 
clash with a superb 5-1 win 
over Zaragoza. 

The best game of the day 
was played at Valladolid, 
where Deponivo Coruna *s 
Coremin Martins missed a 
late penalty with the score at 
1 - 1 . 

Deportivo stay third, five 
points off the pace, and two 
points ahead of Real Betis 
who have a game in hand 
after the Spanish Football 
Federation agreed to sus- 
pend their fixture at sporting 
Gijon because of a flu bug 
which has decimated the 
southerners' squad. Bens* 
neighbours Sevilla had new 
signing Robert Prosinecki to 
thank for the two goals 
which beat Oviedo, includ- 
ing a last-minute effort 
which clinched the match. 


Unstoppable Sykora wins in style 


Q. 2 ■ Neither vulnerable, as 
SttL.-h vou hold: 


Q. B - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


*.\ 7 G 3 TK 92 OAK *AQ 43 


*AQJ 7 CJ 10 G 4 05 *AKQ 8 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 


Thr bidding iuL* proceeded. 
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1 * Pass I* Pm 


The bidding ha* proceeded: 
NORTH BAST SOUTH WEST 
IZ *0 1 

What do you bid now? 


bne bedroom, living room, kitchen & bathroom. 
Location: Jabal Amman, bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 


What do you bid no* 1 ? 


As Snuih. vulnerable, you 


Q. 6 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you bald: 


667862 - 642351 


CHAMONIX, France (R) — 
Unstoppable Austrian Thomas 
Sykora was in a class of his 
own once again as he cruised to 
his third successive World Cup 
slalom win on Sunday. 

While his rivals struggled on 
a piste hardened by cold tem- 
peratures. Sykora mastered the 
conditions to take victory by a 
massive 1.66 seconds over co- 
mpatriot Thomas S tan gas s- 
inger. 

“I’m not getting tired of win- 
ning,** he said. "Every time is 
different. I've got no explana- 
tion for the form I'm in. It's just 
great." 

Almost effortlessly on a sun- 
Oy day in Chamonix, the tall, 
stylish Austrian docked an 
aggregate winning time of one 
minute 56 _38 seconds to move 
closer to final victory in the 


Slalom World Cup. 

Most of his winning margin 
came from the first leg which 
he won by more than a second 
from Italian Alberto Tombo, 
who then dropped out with flu 
to leave Sykora with a lead of 
LI 7 seconds to take into the 
second leg. 

Sykora, who has won four of 
the five slaloms held so for this 
winter while finishing second 
in the other, dominates the 
Slalom the way the great 
Tomba once did. 

Tomba decided after the first 
leg that he would be better off 
spending the rest of the day in 
bed in an attempt to be fit for a 
giant Slalom on Tuesday in 
Adelboden, Switzerland, 


■ 7 KQ 73 CK 1 G 7 *62 


■hit Q 7 63 


Fortner upon* ihe bidding with eme 
spud*. Who: drtyou respond? 


The bidding baa proceeded: . 
NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* XO ? 

What action do you take? 


FOR RENT 


Q. -I - A»* South, vulnerable, you Look far answers, an Monday. 


Ground floor with small garden, garage, one bed- 
room, salon, central heating, telephone, utilities. 
Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufian Street, behind 
Marriott Hotel near Sipal Rowers Shop. 

Call TeL: 663266 (home), 664599 (office) 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
AL-SWEFIT/DAER GBAR 

3 bedrooms, living room, guests room/salon, 3 
^? ms u + veranda t modem kitchen, provided 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL634144 


CINEMA 


TEL699238 


CINEMA 


with telephone. 

__ _ CONTACT WITH TEL . No: 844889 

TbLb//4^U \ ^ ... . 


PHILHDELPHIR “1” 


PHILADELPHIA “2” 


A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone ..... in 


| Richard Gere, Sean Connery! 
& Julia Ormond....in 1 


DAYLIGHT 


FIRST KNIGHT 


^ Pinzn 

Nour Al Sharif... in 

*AI Huroub lla Alqimma 

(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 iShows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00,2:00 

* RANSOM 1 


starring Mel Gibson 

Shows: 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


K CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

BAD BOYS 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

************fcA***iHHHHMHMHWWHHHHM t 

CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazln 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL 625155 


The Theatre is closed from. 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare 
for a new play entitled 

“Al Aman Ya Ho” 


sports 
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nvkora wins in 


Rescued yachtsmen return 
to rousing welcome 


FREMANTLE, Australia (R) — Rescued 
solo yachtsmen Tony Bullimore and 
Thierry Dubois stepped back on dry land to 
a rapturous welcome on Monday, cheered 
by thousands of dockside well-wishers as 
they gave thanks for their lives. 

“Thank you Australia for giving me back 
my life,” frostbitten Briton Bullimore said 
after walking gingerly down the gangplank 
of the Australian navy frigate HMAS 
Adelaide. 

“I'm slightly emotional about this but I'm 
going to turn around and say this ‘thank you 
guys’," he said, raising his arms and point- 
ing to the ship’s crew at a quayside recep- 
tion. 

A crowd of several thousand turned out 
on a sunny morning to greet the two solo 
sailors who capsized in mountainous seas 
during the Vendee Globe round-the-world 
race eight days ago. 

The crowd waved British and Australian 
flags, sang Waltzing Matilda, and held up 
banners saying “welcome home heroes” as 
the Adelaide made its way into the western 
Australia port of Fremantle, escorted by a 
flotilla of small pleasure craft. 

Frenchman Dubois also paid tribute to the 
ship and aircraft crews involved in the res- 
cue of the round-the-world yachtsmen from 
freezing Antarctic seas last Thursday. 

But be denied the two were heroes. 

“1 don’t like a lot the word hero. We are 
not heroes. I think Australia have a lot of 
heroes on this ship and in the aircraft that 
saved us.” Dubois said. 

Family members were ushered on board 
the frigate to greet Bullimore and Dubois 
privately, before they emerged for an offi- 
cial welcome, arm-in-arm and wearing grey 
naval uniforms with the name tags “hon. 1" 
and “hon. 2" 

The chief of Australia’s defence force 
general John Baker and defence minister 
lan Mac Lac hi an lauded the two sailors and 
their rescuers. “We are amazed by their 
determination to succeed and their sheer 
willpower to survive,” said Baker. 

A smiling Bullimore, his hands and face 
yellowed by frostbite, was wearing a cap 
bearing the logo of an Australian TV chan- 
nel which carried a live broadcast of the 
arrival. 

The survival story of the 56-year-old for- 
mer royal marine is expected to attract huge 
commercial interest from newspapers, tele- 
vision and movie studios. 

Bullimore was picked up after spending 


four days in a dark air pocket in his 
upturned yacht, battered by freezing seas. 

His fate was unknown until he swam out 
from under his yacht and into the arms of 
rescuers. 

Dubois, 29, was earlier plucked by heli- 
copter from a tiny life-raft dropped by the 
Australian air force. 

However, fears are held for another 
yachtsman in the race, Canadian Gerry 
Roufs. who has nor been heard from since 
Tuesday. 

A search for Roufs, missing 2,500 miles 
from Land between south America and the 
New Zealand, was suspended on Sunday. 

Canadian authorities plan to use radar 
satellite photos to try to locate him. 

Another race participant. Frenchman 
Raphael Dinelli, was rescued from his sink- 
ing yacht in the frigid seas south of 
Australia the day after Christmas. 

Dubois and Bullimore were swamped 
after the official reception by more than 150 
local and international media before being 
whisked away to hospital, where doctors 
said the pair were m”extraordinarly good 
shape” despite their ordeal. 

Bullimore will need treatment in a 
decompression chamber for frostbite to his 
hands and feet, but probably would not 
need to stay in hospital overnight, hospital 
officials said. He may also need surgery on 
the tip of a finger severed in a hatch acci- 
dent. 

Bullimore told a news conference he bad 
been looked after like a baby during his 
time on the navy ship. 

“I was getting embarrassed being tucked 
in at night, ‘wanna cuppa tea, mate?’, you 
know and all that, breakfast in the morning 
— I’ve never had it so good in all me life,” 
be said. 

Asked how close he felt he had come to 
death, he sai± “Just moments maybe, not 
hours ... The sea conditions were atrocious 
... I really thought, ‘well I’ve bought me 
ticket this time ...I'm not going to come out 
of this time’,” he said. 

Dubois, the more reticent of the two, told 
bow he knew he would not be rescued for 
four days once he had clambered into the 
Iiferaft and had to fight to stay awake. 

The ebullient Bullimore said be was now 
looking forward to a chat and a meal later in 
the day with his wife. “Once she’s been nice 
to me, no doubt she’ll give me a talking to ” 
he said. 


Beckham 

‘special’ 

sinks 

Spurs 


LONDON (R) — David 
Beckham added another 
spectacular goal to his col- 
lection as Manchester unit- 
ed beat Tottenham Hotspur 
2-1 Sunday to move second 
in the English Premier 
League. 

London-bora Beckham, 
who trained with tottenham 
as a schoolboy, sealed 
Spurs’ F.A. Cup exit at old 
trafford a week ago with a 
superb free kick and struck 
again 14 minutes from time 
from 25 metres to deny the 
home side a precious point. 

Beckham, set to be a cru- 
cial member of the England 
side in this year’s World 
Cup qualifying campaign, 
had previously had a quiet 
afternoon in one of united's 
less impressive perfor- 
mances. 

They went ahead in the 
23rd minute when 
Norwegian ole gunnar 
Solskjaer slid the ball 
home, rough justice on 
Spurs who saw Steffen 
Iversen and Andy Sin ion 
hit the united bar in quick 
succession. 

A headed equaliser from 
Rory Allen in the 44th 
minute set up a potentially 
intriguing second-half, but 
it took beckham’s goal to 
enliven a game which con- 
tained seven bookings. 

The midfielder collected 
the ball just inside the 
Spurs’ half and strode for- 
ward before crashing a 
right-foot shot into the top 
comer. United now have 41 
points, two behind 
Liverpool with a game in 
hand. 


Patriots reach Super Bowl 


Nagano Olympic course up to 

but not for fans 


scratch 


HAKUBA, Japan f AFP) — 
The technically demanding 
1998 Winter Olympic 
cross-country skiing course 
here got the thumbs-up 
from World Cup stars at the 
weekend. 

But they wondered where 
the spectators were. 

Some 2^00 spectators 
each day were confined to 
space around the main sta- 
dium at the start and finish 
areas but were barred from 
points along the undulating 
course. 

Racers complained about 
lonesome runs through the 
hills, prompting skiing offi- 
cials to demand expansion 
of the viewing space which 
has been limited to min- 
imise the felling of trees for 
the six meter wide track. 

“Competitors will be 
encouraged when they are 
roared on by spectators 
along the way,” said Tats no 
Kitamura, cross-country 
director for the Japanese 
skiing association. 

“ Much more than when 
they run through no-man's 
land.” 

He gingerly added that the 
Nagano Olympic organis- 
ing committee “should have 
thought a bit more about 
service to spectators.” 

It is common for specta- 
tors to line cross-country 
courses on European tracks. 

Kozo Wada, racing direc- 
tor of the Hakuba World 
Cup event, said he would 
study ways to increase 
spectator viewpoints along 
the course. 

But expenditure on such 
an additional project would 
likely be rejected by the 
organisers who have been 
cutting spending in view of 
the swelling operational 
budget for " the Nagano 
games — threatening to top 
100 billion Yen ($910 mil- 
lion). 

Another hitch for cross- 
country events was that 
spectators in front rows of 
the main stand could not see 
races or victory ceremonies 
as they were located lower 
than the course. 

A 10-minuK walk was 
also required for access 
from the bus depot and the 
parking area to the stadium. 


Otherwise, the course 
itself, which was completed 
in November at a cost of 
some 5.4 billion Yen ($49 
million) with steep climbs 
and twisting downhills, was 
rated as the toughest by 
many competitors. 

With three tracks, ranging 
from five to 50 kilometres, 
it features a 573 meter long 
uphill climb and has a level 
difference of 60 metres. 

World cup leader and 
four-time Olympic champi- 
on Bjorn Daehlie of 
Norway said the course, 
called “snow harp" for its 
shape as seen from over- 


head, was the most 
demanding he had ever 
tried. 

“We can think back to the 
Olympics in 1994 in 
Lillehammer, Norway, and 
there the tracks were really, 
really hard," he said. 

“But, I would say these 
tracks are even more 
demanding." 

Italians dominated the 
four World Cup events here, 
with 28 year-old Silvio 
Fauner winning the men's 
10 kilometre classical and 
15 kilometre free pursuit. 
Stefania Belmondo, who 
celebrated her 28th birthday 


Monday, took the women's 
5 kilometre classical race 
and 10 kilometre free pur- 
suit. 


FOXBORO, 

Massachusetts (R) — The 
New England Patriots 
finally ended the 
Cinderella run of the sec- 
ond-year Jacksonville 
Jaguars, earning a trip to 
the Super Bowl with a 20- 
6 victory in the AFC 
championship game 
Sunday. 

When the vaunted New 
England offence faltered, 
the defence and special 
teams came up with' the 
big plays in what was a 
very tight game until late 
in the fourth quarter. “Our 
defence carried the day 
and won the ball game for 
us," said Patriots quarter- 
back Drew Bledsoe. 

“Offensively we didn’t 
play very well” the 
Patriots (13-5.) will play 
the NFC champion Green 
Bay Packers (15-3) in 
Super Bowl XXXI 
January 26 at New 
Orleans. 

Earlier Sunday, the 
Packers whipped the sur- 
prising second-year 
Carolina Panthers 30-13 at 
frigid Lambeau Field to 
earn their first trip to the 
Super Bowl in 29 years. 

New England head 
coach Bill Parcel! s, who 
won two Super Bowls 
with the New York Giants, 
is only the second NFL 
coach ever to take two dif- 
ferent teams to the Super 
Bowl. Don Shula coached 
the Baltimore colts and 
Miami Dolphins in Super 
Bowls, winning twice with 
Miami. 

“I knew if we played like 
they have all year they had 
a chance.'’ said Paicells, in 
his fourth year as Patriots 
coach. “We’re going to the 
show.” 

This will be New 
England's second trip to 
the Super Bowl. As a wild- 
card team 1 1 years ago the 
Patriots went to Super 
Bowl XX, where they 
were destroyed by the 
Chicago Bears. 

This year the Jaguars 
were the wild-card team, 
having sneaked into the 
playoffs on the final play 
of the regular season. 
They went on the stun the 
Bills in Buffalo and the 
overwhelmingly favoured 


Art Shoppe 

Furniture & Accessories 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


REQUIRED FOR A LEADING FREIGHT 
FORWARDING CO. 

MARKETING AND SALES REPRESENTATIVES ' 
WITH THE FOLLOWING QUALIFICATIONS 

1- UNIVERSITY GRADUATES WITH GOOD 

‘ COMMAND OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

2- HAS HIS / HER OWN CAR. 

3- PRESENTABLE. DYNAMIC, AND INITIATIVE. 

4- JORDANIAN NATIONALITY. 

FOR INTERVIEW, PLEASE CALL 621 808. 


ANNOUNCEMENT NO. (2/97) 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) of 
Jordan announces that it will call for applications- for 
licences for two national operators of trunking services. 
The new service operators will be chosen through an open, 
competitive selection process. 

The TRC issued a Public Notice January 13, 1997 (TRC 
Notice 1997-2), which begins a formal consultative 
dialogue between the TRC and interested parties on the 
approach that should be used to license the new services. 
The Notice also describes the commission's preliminary 
approach to the licensing of the two trunking operators. A 
copy of the Notice may be obtained from the TRC. 

Parties interested in the licences to provide the new 
trunking service are requested to file expressions of 
interest and their comments on the TRC’s preliminary 
approach. Comments must be received no later than 
February 2, 1997. The TRC will review the comments and 
intends to issue a formal Call for Tenders in early March. 

For a copy of TRC Notice 1997-2, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
PO. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
Telephone (962) 6-862027 - Fax (962) 6-863641 





f e have beautiful gifts & accessories™ 
Special Xmas Sale on many items. 

Located at Jawhaiah Building 
next to Atnrn Shopping Center. 

Tel: 857976 


ANNOUNCEMENT NO. (1/97) 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telecommunications Regulatory 
Commission 

The Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC) of 
Jordan announces that it proposes to issue licences to 
existing and future operators of data communications 
services on a class licence basis. The licensing regime will 
apply to operators of frame relay, packet and 
asynchronous transfer mode (ATM) services, as well as 
other value-added data services, inducting computer and 
data processing, electronic message service, store and 
forward service, credit card verification service and 
Internet service. It will not indude real time voice services. 
Data licence agreements will be renewable annually. 
Licensees that do not own or operate any underlying 
transmission fadlities win be subject to minimal regulation 
and will pay a normal annual registration fee to the TRC. 
Those operators that do own or operate transmission 
facilities will be subject to interconnection obligations 
normally imposed upon facilities based 
telecommunications operators. 

The TRC issued a Public Notice January 13, 1997 (TRC 
Notice 1997-1), which begins a formal consultative 
dialogue between the TRC and interested parties on the 
approach that should be used to license these new 
services. A copy of the Notice may be obtained from the 
TRC. 

Comments on the TRCs proposed approach must be 
received no later than January 30, 1997. The TRC will 
review the comments and intends to issue the final form of 
data communications service licence before February 1 6, 
1997. 

For a copy of TRC Notice 1997-1, contact: 

The Office of the Director General 
Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 850967, Amman 11185, Jordan 
■Telephone (962) 6-862027 - Fax (962) 6-863641 



New England Patriots Larry Whigham (25) and Lawyer Milloy (36) celebrate their 
20-6 defeat of the Jacksonville Jaguars in the AFC Championship Game as fireworks 
explode over the stadium in Foxboro, Massachusetts (Reuters photo) 

NFL RESULTS 

National Football Conference (NFC) 

Green Bay Packers 30 Carolina Panthers 13 

American Football Conference (AFC) 

New England Patriots 20 Jacksonville Jaguars 6 

Note: Packers will meet Patriots in Super Bowl XXXI on January 26 in New 
Orleans. 


Broncos in Denver to 
come within one victory of 
the Super Bowl. 

“I’m very’ proud of this 
football team.” said 
Jacksonville coach Tom 
Coughlin, who was an 
assistant under Parcells 
with the Giants. 

“It's been a great run. we 
played well in the play- 
offs.” the Jaguars appeared 
to be on the'verge of send- 
ing the game into overtime 
when they drove 58 yards 
to the New England 5-yaid 
line late in the fourth quar- 
ter needing a touchdown to 
tie the game. But on 2nd- 
and-goal from the 5, 
Jaguars quarterback Mark 
B rune 11 was intercepted in 


Brunei] was intercepted in 
the end zone by Patriots 
safety Willie Clay with 
3:43 remaining. 

Jacksonville got the ball 
back again with another 
shot ai tying the game, but 


another costly turnover 
ended their Super Bowl 
dream. Linebacker Chris 
Slade punched the ball 
away from James Stewart 
after a five-yard run and 
comerback Otis Smith 
grabbed the ball out of mid 
air and returned the fumble 
47 yards for a touchdown 
with 2:24 left to seal the 
win. 

Special teams set up 10 
of New England's points. 
Jerome Henderson tackled 
Jacksonville punter Bryan 
Barker at the Jaguars 4- 
yard line to set up a one- 
yard touchdown run by 
Curtis Martin early in the 
first quarter. 

In the second quarter, 
Mike Bartriim recovered a 
fumbled punt return by 
Chris Hudson at the 
Jacksonville 20, leading to 
a 29-yard 

Adam Vinaneri field 


goal with 7:23 left in the 
half. The field goal came 
after a power "failure at 
Foxboro Stadium delayed 
play for 1 1 minutes. “We 
hoped we could get an 
edge on special teams." 
Parcells said. “We did do 
that with the early 
turnovers. It really 
helped.” 

Vinatieri added a 20- 
yard field goal on the final 
play of the first half to 
increase new England's 
lead to 13-3. The Jaguars 
were held to a pair of Mike 
Hollis field goals, a 32- 
yarder in the second quar- 
ter and a 2S-yarder in the 
third that made it 13-6. 

The first field goal fol- 
lowed a interception 
thrown by Bledsoe and the 
second came after line- 
backer Eddie Robinson 
recovered a fumble by 
Bledsoe. 


Challenging 

Career 

Opportunities In 
Health & General 
Insurance 


Arig Health & General 
a newly formed subsidiary 
of the Arab Insurance 
Group specialising in 
Medical Insurance for both 
Groups and Individuals, 
is seeking to recruit staff" 
for our Regional Sales 
Office, to be responsible for 
the development and 
servicing of all new 
business opportunities 
within Jordan. 

Both of these positions 
require excellent inter - 
personal and communication 
stalls, with fluency in spoken 
and written Arabic and 
English 

To apply , please send your 
Cv and covering letter in 
English, quoting the 
appropriate reference 
number to: The Assistant 
Manager - Human 
Resources. 


Initially based in Bahrain for a short period of training, 
the position will be responsible for establishing and 
managing relationships wfth partner companies and 
efients. The specific responsibility for new business 
generation is vested in this position and the 
remuneration package on offer will indude a 
performance component that recognises both the 
quantity and quality of new business obtained. 

Cand dates should have excellent communication 
skills with fluency in both English and Arabic and 
be able to demonstrate previous success In a Sales 
or Business Development role. 


We're looking for an efficient, client-focussed 


business opportunities, maintenance of excellent 
relationship with efients and day to day supervision 
of the office. 

The person we need for this role will have : 

• Exceptional organisational skills 

• Well-developed administrative and computer- 
literacy skfils 

• Proven numerical skills, able to compile statistics 
and write salss reports 

• Abifity to work under pressure and deal 
responsively with clients 


th\ V*f*t t" 1 

gjjjjgi Arab Insurance Group b.s.c. 

IMMMm P.O. Box 26992, Manama, Bahrain. Fax; +973531155 
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Baghdad says U.N. doubts 
over missiles are dispelled 
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KABARITI BRIEFS MUBARAK: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on Monday holds talks in Cairo 
with Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti, who paid a brief visit to the Egyptian capital to brief the 
president on the outcome of His Majesty King Hussein's successful mediation on Sunday between 
Israel and the Palestinians (see page 1) (AFP photo) 

Letter-bombs explode at A1 I Syria 
Hay at offices; two wounded anxious 

LONDON i R i — Two people has an cilice in the U.N. build- a toiled plot to bomb other i. _ i*afoiri 

wcio injurcit on Monday when ing. New York landmarks. tO ICldlD. 

a letter-bomb exploded' at the Mr. Eckhard said the United Media reports in die United 
London oil Ice of an Arabic Nations had received no spe- States said die letter bombs 1 

newspaper, police said. cific warning, but that found there were made of CiOSC 

Three more suspect devices Monday's explosion at AI semlex plasdc explosive, 

were later found at die offices Hayal in London had triggered British police were not imme- a • • 

of die Saudi -owned A I Hayal the extra security measures diately able to specify the kind tl6S WltTl 

newspaper, on Arahic-lun- here. of explosive found in London, 

gunge daily, and made safe Based in London and printed -\V e can confirm that the rpt i 

with controlled explosions. simultaneously in several Arab explosion was in the offices of 1 6111311 


LON [ION ( R i — Two people 
wete injured on Monday when 
a leiter-bomh exploded at the 
London office of an Arabic 
newspaper, police said. 

Three more suspect devices 
were later found at die offices 
of the Saudi -owned A I Hayal 
newspaper, an Amhic-lan- 
gunge daily, and made safe 
with controlled explosions. 

"There are three odier sus- 
pected dei ices, the building is 
being examined to ensure 
there arc no further explosive 
devices amongst die mail.” 
said Police Superintendent 
Perncl; Kellegher. 

AI Hayal '> office in 
Washington was die v.treci of a 
leiler-lximb biitz in the United 
.States earlier dlls month. 

New York police were called 
to U N. headquarters on 
Monday to defuse a letter- 
bomb destined lor the AI 
Hayat office there, a U.N. 
.spokesman said 
Spokesman 1-red Eckhard 
told journalists dial ihc letter - 
bomb was contained in a while 
cnvcln|v the si/e of a greeting 
card. He said dial a second 
suspicious package was also 
being examined. 

At least 25 U.N. personnel 
were evacuated from their 
o;-.!'. .-' m- the second and third 
•. • die t : .\ building in 
Nee. tin:., li'llowiug detection 
.’I'jlu packages in the '.ccuiul- 
I k ” m.iihi'iim. 

i!;c Icucr-lntmb was 
aikiie-ed m Ai U.nat which 


has an office in the U.N. build- 
ing. 

Mr. Eckhard said the United 
Nations had received no spe- 
cific warning, but that 
Monday's explosion at AI 
Hayat in London had triscered 
the extra security measures 
here. 

Bused in London and printed 
simultaneously in several Arab 
capitals, AI Hayat belongs to 
retired General KhaJed Ben 
Sultan, who led the Arab 
forces in the 1991 Gulf ivur to 
liberate Kuwait from Iraqi 
occupation. 

He is the son of the Saudi 
defence minister. Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz. 

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) is conduct- 
ing an international investiga- 
tion after eight leiier-bomhs 
made to look like Christmas 
cards were mailed from Egypt 
to the United States. The 
bureau warned that there may 
be more bombs in the mail. 

None of the potentially 
lethal devices exploded. Five 
w ere addressed in AI Hayal in 
Washington — four arrived 
and one was found in the 
postal system — and three 
turned up in the area around 
Leavenworth federal prison in 
Kansas. 

The FBI Ii;l> dismissed as 
"speculum e" reports ihat it is 
invest i gating a possible con- 
nection between the letter- 
bombs and the 1 993 bombing 
o[ the World Trade Centre and 


a foiled plot to bomb other 
New York landmarks. 

Media reports in the United 
Slates said the letter bombs 
found there were made of 
semlex plastic explosive. 
British police were not imme- 
diately able to specify the kind 
of explosive found in London. 

"We can confirm that the 
explosion was in the offices of 
AI Hayat." a police spokesman 
said. 

The first letter-bomb explod- 
ed in die basement of the 
building in die Hammersmith 
area of west London wlien an 
employee opened some mail. 

Journalists working for A I 
Hayat were unable to say why 
the paper had been largetted. 

“We feel very disturbed, 
very worried." said journalist 
Kamaran Karradachi. 

AI Hayat installed screening 
machinery to check mail and 
put stalf on ajert after the 
Washington letter-bombs, staff’ 
said. 

One of the two men injured 
in the blast received face and 
abdominal injuries while the 
second suffered burst 
eardrums and shock, police 
said 

Bomb experts from the 
police aiui-tcrmrist squad, 
ali >ng w ith ambulance services 
and firefiehiers. were at the 
scene. 

Police said die building was 
evacuated and surrounding 
streets were cordoned off. 


Cyprus plays down missile crisis 
as U.S. mediator launches effort 


NICOSIA i Agencies) — 
The Cypriot government 
allayed fears on Monday of 
imminent conflict with 
Tut key Kit -.aid it would pro- 
ceed with a controversial 
missile deployment in |h 
months unless there w.is a 
dtpl"in;i[ic solution to the 
future of the di' ided island. 

"Wllal is needed rigid m*w 
is the concentration on efforts 
lor a political solution to the 
Cyprus problem." 

spokesman Yiannakis 

Cjtsuulidcs said after a U.S. 
cino> met Cypriot President 
Gkilcos derides. 

Mr. CYissoulides said |(j 
mouths was ample lime 
More the arriv:tl of die anti- 
aiienilt missiles — \che- 
mentlv opposed by Tutkey 
— tin- a diplomatic solution 
to the 25-yc.ir-oiu problem of 
Turkey nceiipying I lie north- 
cm ihlii! of the island. 

Howe. cr. he added: 
"Tlic sc missiles, unless there 
is a decision in the meantime 
for a solution of the Cyprus 
problem or a decision for die 
demilitarisation i.of Cyprus), 
will come and be installed." 

Turkey threatened mi I nary 
action several limes last week 
to stop deployment of the S- 
3tH> anti-aircraft missiles, 
which the Cypriot govern- 
ment announced last week it 
w ould buy from Russia. 

U.S. Stale Dep:inment offi- 
cial Carey Cavanaugh said he 
had not asked Mr. derides 
during their one-hour meet- 


ing to cancel the purchase, 
which was criticised by- 
Washington. 

"Wh;ii he ( Clerides i did do 
though, and 1 find this very 
helpful, is he gave us assur- 
ances that not a single com- 
ponent of those missile sys- 
tems w ill he brought to this 
island in the next 16 
months." said Mr. 
Cavanaugh, who arrived on 
Sunday on a mission to calm 
the furore. 

"1 believe tins .should effec- 
tively defuse this as a crisis 
issue for Cyprus. People 
should not now be talking of 
concerns of conflict because 
that Ls not a problem of 
today." the U.S. official said. 

Mr. Cavanaugh was critical 
on arrival of both the Cypriot 
decision to purchase die 150- 
kilonictre-range missiles and 
Turkey *s threatening 

response. 

Mr. Cavanaugh was due to 
travel north later in the day 
across the ceasefire line 
dividing tile island for talks 
with Turkish Cypriot leader 
Raur Denktash. 

Mr. Cavanaugh was to 
cross the U.N. buffer zone 
later Monday to confer with 
Mr. Denktash — Turkey's 
armed forces chief - M-stalf 
urrixed in breakaway north- 
ern Cyprus on Monday in a 
show of solidarity with the 
Turkish Cypriots amid the 
missile crisis with the Greek 
Cypriots. 

"No one can expect us to 


stay silent in the face of the 
Greek -Cypriot move" to buy 
Russian missiles. Genera! 
Ismail Hakki Karadayi said 
on arrival, quoted by tire 
Turkish-C'v prior news acencv 
TAK. 

“The Turkish presence in 
Cyprus will live forever 
under die guarantee of the 
Turkish armed forces.” Gen. 
Karadayi said. 

'Hie general was received at 
Eicon airport near Nicosia by- 
Mr. Deuktosli. leader of lire 
breakaway Turkish-Cypriot 
state which Ls recognised 
only by Ankara. 

Gen. Karadayi accused 
Greece and the Greek 
Cypriots of “uniting against 
Turkey in hostile actions" 
and said “recent Grcek- 
Cypriot initiatives for arming 
defy peace efforts." 

"It seems they have not 
drawn their lesson from his- 
tory." he said. 

In Ankara. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Onrer 
Akbel told reponers dun top- 
level visits would continue 
between Turkey and the 
Turkish Cypriots in the com- 
ing days. 

“President Denktash and 
(Turkish) Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller w ill visit Turkey 
and Cyprus respectively very 
soon," Mr. .Akbel said. The 
dates have yet to be set. 

"Increased tensions require 
closer consultations. " he said. 


TEHRAN (API — 
Syria is eager to protect 
its ties with Iran despite 
their recent disagree- 
ment over a Gulf land 
dispute, the government 
said Monday. 

The message was con- 
tained in a presidential 
press release distributed 
as Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam 
and Foreign Minister 
Farouk AI Sharon ended 
an official, two-day visit 
aimed at patching up dif- 
ferences. 

The press release said 
the two visitors carried a 
message from Syrian 
President Hafez A I 
Assad to his Iranian 
counterpart, Akbar 
Hash e mi Rufsanjani. 
stressing “the impor- 
tance of protecting ties 
with Iran and exchang- 
ing viewpoints on bilat- 
eral. regional and inter- 
national issues.” 

State-run Iranian 
media have lashed out at 
Syria, Iran’s long-time 
ally, for what was seen 
as unti-Iranian stances 
adopted by Damascus. 

Syria and Egypt joined 
six Gulf states in Cairo, 
Egypt, last month in 
calling on Iran to with- 
draw from three islands 
— Abu Musa and the 
Greater and Lesser 
Tunbs — which are 
claimed by the United 
1 Arab Emirates. 

They also criticised 
Iran for deploying sur- 
lace-to-surface missiles 
on the islands. 

The Persian language 
newspaper Abrar said 
Monday that “now that 
Mr. Khaddam and his 
delegation are in Tehran, 
we expect a complete 
explanation on the rea- 
son behind Syria's anti- 
Iranian position in 
Cairo." 

It added: "The people 
of Iran are impatiently 
waiting for this explana- 
tion.” 

After his meeting with 
Mr. Rafsanjani. Mr. 
Khaddam said that Syria 
wants to collaborate 
with ‘‘brother and friend 
Iran" on regional affairs, 
including the Middle 
East peace process, 
Lebanon and Iraq. 

Syria is the closest 
Arab ally of Iran. Syria 
supported Iran in its 
1980-88 war against 
Iraq, which for decades 
has been a bitter foe of 
Syria. 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq announced Monday it has 
dug up four missile engines which it had destroyed previ- 
ously. claiming the discovery had dispelled U.N. suspicions 
it was hiding banned weapons. 

A foreign ministry spokesman said that Iraqi authorities 
and U.N. inspectors had discovered the “destroyed missile 
engines in sites where those missiles were destroyed a few 
years ago. 

“These missile engines are the engines about which the 
special commission (UNSCOM) was talking as concealed 
missiles.” the spokesman said. 

UNSCOM. which has had a team in Iraq for the last week 
to supervise the excavation of missile sites, suspects Iraq is 
hiding between six and 16 Scud missiles like those fired on 
Saudi Arabia and Israel during the J 991 Gulf war. 

There was no immediate comment from the officials of 
UNSCOM, who had expressed suspicion that previous 
unearthed engines were local products substituted for still- 
missing imported engines. 

Iraqi bulldozers began digging at fhe site last Tuesday to 
recover what Iraq said were banned missile components 
destroyed and buried. 

The excavations are continuing, the spokesman added. 

“This discovery confirms the credibility of what Iraq has 
always declared that the destruction process of the missiles 
was comprehensive,” he said. 

“The allegations on hiding a number of missiles are base- 
less and are merely intelligence games or assumptions by 
some people working in the special commission." he added. 

“The discovery wdl be an important factor of closing the 
weapons files which unjustifiably took (a; very long time," 
he said. 

Under U.N. resolutions ending the 1991 war to free 
Kuwait, Iraq must satisfy UNSCOM it has dismantled its 
programmes for weapons of mass destruction and long- 
range missiles before the off embargo can be lifted. 

Missiles with a range of 150 kilometres or more are 
banned. 

Oil and trade sanctions were imposed on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait in August 1990. Baghdad resumed limited 
oil exports last month under an “oil-for-food” deal with the 
United Nations. 

Dissidents say regime killed advisor 

Leader of the Iraqi opposition in exile accused President 
Saddam Hussein on Monday of ordering the assassination 
of one of his own advisers. Abdullah Fadil Abbas AI 
Samarra’i. 

State Baghdad Radio said Sunday that the adviser died 
Saturday night in a ‘regrettable incident," but gave no other 
details. 

But opposition leader Wafiq AI Samarra'i said in 
Damascus on Monday that the killing was part of reprisals 
by the Iraqi government against the Samarra'i tribe after an 
attempt last month on the life of President Saddam's eldest 
son. Uday. 

Uday later suggested that Iran, Iraq’s adversary in an 
eight-year war in the 1980s, was behind the attempt. 

Mr. Samarra'i, a former chief of the Iraqi army intelli- 
gence who defected to Syria more than two years ago. also 
claimed in a statement that about 600 Samarra'i tribesmen 
and army officers have been arrested. - ■ 

Abdullah Fadil Abbas AI Samarra’i belonged to the same 
Samarra'i tribe of Wafiq Sammara’i in central Iraq. 

Samarra'i. the adviser who died Saturday, was a senior 
member of the ruling Baaih Party in the late 1980s. 

He was minister of religious affairs and endowment until 
September 1 993. when he was sacked and named as a pres- 
idential adviser, a ceremonial post often given to senior gov- 
ernment officials no longer wanted by President Saddam in 
executive jobs. 

"The assassination of Abdullah Fadil has proved 
Saddam’s desire to take revenge and use bloody violence,” 
said Mr. Samarra'i of the Iraqi opposition. 

Many Samarra'i tribesmen are known to have been exe- 
cuted, imprisoned or sacked from their jobs for their sus- 
pected disloyalty to President Saddam over the past two 
decades. 

In the early 1 970s. a senior politician and a member of the 
tribe — the Baath Party's former chief ideologist Abdul 
KhaJeq AI Samarra'i — was President Saddam's main rival 
in his efforts to take control of the party. 

After President Saddam became president in 1979. Abdul 
Khaleq AI Samarra'i was executed together with scores of 
other Baath members opposed to the Iraqi leader. 


Kurdish 
rivals to 
resume 
talks 

ANKARA (AFP) — Two 
rival Kurdish groups in 
northern Iraq will begin a 
third round of peace talks 
here Tuesday under the aus- 
pices of the United States 
and Turkey, the Foreign 
Ministry announced 

Monday. 

“Consolidation of the 
ceasefire and finalisation of 
a line of demarcation will be 
the main points at the third 
round of talks," ministry 
spokesman Omer Akbel told 
reporters. 

He said Jalal Talabani. 
leader of the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUKj, was 
expected here Tuesday for 
talks with U.S. and Turkish 
officials. But Massoud 
Barzani. leader of the rival 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), also invited to the 
Turkish capital, had sent no 
reply. . 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State Robert PeUetreau, 
who attended two previous 
rounds of Kurdish peace 
talks here, was also expected 
to arrive in the Turkish capi- 
tal later on Monday. 

“We will try to go forward 
with the peace process. Even 
the fact that the violence has 
been stopped (in northern 
Iraq) is an achievement," 
Faiq Neweyri, a KDP offi- 
cial based here, told AFP. 

“However, the continuing 
lack of confidence between 
the two sides is a problem," 
he said. 

Mr. Neweyri said he did 
not know whether or not Mr. 
Barzani would come to the 
Turkish capital. 

Sbazad SaiK the PUK v s 
Ankara representative, said: 
“We will seek to implement 
the ceasefire agreement at 
the third round of talks.” 

Mr. Akbel said there were 
still some differences 
between the two Kurdish 
groups regarding the line of 
demarcation. 

Fighting Oared in northern 
Iraq in late August as KDP 
forces, supported by 
Baghdad’s troops, attacked 
the PUK and gained control 
of the Kurdish “capital" of 
Erbil. 

The two parties declared a 
ceasefire on Oct. 23 under 
U.S. pressure. Under an 
agreement between the KDP 
and the PUK. they have 
been working on the ground 
to determine a line of cease- 
fire since early December. 


GCC's four-country panel fails 
to reconcile Bahrain and Qatar 


DUBAI (Agencies) — 
Four Gulf Arab states medi- 
ating between Qatar and 
Bahrain have failed to ease 
the two neighbours’ bitter 
territorial dispute, diplomats 
said on Monday. 

A mediation committee 
headed by Saudi Arabia and 
including the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait and Oman 
met in Riyadh on Sunday 
amid predictions the two 
countries would sign a 
memorandum of under- 
standing. 

But Bahrain’s official Gulf 
News Agency (GNA) said 
the mediation committee 
would visit Qatar and 
Bahrain soon to continue its 
efforts. 

The foreign ministers of 
Bahrain and Qatar had been 
expected to sign a seven- 
point document drafted by 
Saudi Arabia, the dominant 
powerbroker in the Gulf, to 
end a war of words over 
ownership of several small 
Gulf islands, a Gulf diplo- 
matic source said. 

The GNA said Manama 
had welcomed the memo- 
randum but added Qatar 
submitted a new proposal to 
the mediation committee on 
Sunday. It did not provide 
details. 

Qatar took the territorial 
dispute to the International 
Court of Justice (TCJ) at the 


Hague in 1991. a move 
opposed by Bahrain. 

Ties were further strained 
after Bahrain last month 
accused two Qataris of spy- 
ing — which Qatar denied 
— and boycotted the Gulf 
Cooperation Council’s 
December summit in Doha. 
Bahrain pardoned the two 
Qataris. 

The GNA said Monday 
“Manama welcomed a draft 
agreement” presented by 
Saudi Arabia, but “Qatar 
submitted another document 
on Sunday to the commit- 
tee" of the four Gulf coun- 
tries investigating the dis- 
pute. 

Qatar submitted a memo- 
randum in response to the 
Saudi call for the two 
neighbours to halt a hostile 
media campaign ag ainst 
each other, a Gulf official 
said. 

But the meeting broke up 
without any agreement, the 
official said. A full meetin* 
of the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members 
was not possible because of 
the differences. 

Qatar’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
AI Thani told the official 
Qatari News Agency 
(QNA) that the document it 
was asked to sign went 
beyond steps to deftise the 
dispute and focused on the 


dispute itself. 

“Qatar wants friendly and 
fraternal relations with 
Bahrain but it is impossible 
to raise the territorial issue 
and our brothers in the four- 
member committee know 
this,” Sheikh Hamad said. 

The territorial conflict 
mainly concerns the Hawar 
Islands, which are under 
Bahrain] control but are 
claimed by Qatar. 

Bahrain newspaper AI 
Ayyam, which reflects the 
official point of view, said 
the meeting failed “because 
of the reservations of Qatar 
which refused to sign such 
an agreement and presented 
a memorandum” with its 
own views. 

“The four-member com- 
mittee rejected the Qatari 
draft which is far from the 
committee s idea on how to 
end the differences between 
*e two countries.” the 
newspaper said 

GCC sources told AI 
Ayyam that a delegation 
nom the four-member com- 
mittee would visit Doha to 
toe emir of Qatar 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thant, in a bid to per- 
suade him to accept the 
committee’s draft. Qatar 
insists the draft contain no 

clause likely to challenge its 

decision to resort to the ICJ. 


Newshounds adopts 
4 Cerpa ’ the dog ;.:’t 

LIMA (R) — The worthy 
media camped out at 
Lima hostage siege hare 
adopted as a mascot a stray- 
dog whose aversion % 
Peruvian police has earned 
him the nickname “Capa? 
after the rebel leader, 
only has to see a pohcemifr 
go by (and) his hair stands 
on end and he starts bark- 
ing madly,” said Claudia 
Daut, a Reuters photogra- 
pher. And like his name- 
sake — Nestor Gaps 
Caitolini — the iiaa^jte 
dog is media-fidenfiy. 
Feeding the mutt’s taste/for 
take-out pizza has secured 
the dog's loyalty to thc 
journalists, who fuss oyer 
the black and white stray as 
he eats, drinks and sleeps 
alongside them at riteir 
stakeout, Daut added. 

Identical twin study, 
links smoking with, 
wrinkles 

LONDON (R) — British 
doctors studying identical 
twins have shown that 
smoking can cause wrin- 
kles and make people look 
older than they are, the 
Times said. Using a new 
ultrasound technique to 
measure inner arm skin 
thickness, doctors at St. 
Thomas’s Hospital in 
London, who did research 
into disease and genetics 
on 25 pairs of identical 
twins, found that the skin 
of the twin who smoked 
was on average a quarter 
thinner than the twin who 
did not “Smoking can 
affect the blood supply to 
the top layer of skin and 
that would damage it,** Dr. 
Veronique Bataille, a der- 
matologist involved in the 
study, told the newspaper. 
“Another, way ij -that § 
chemical released in the 
skin after you smoke can 
release an enzyme that 
breaks down collagen and 
elastic tissue ” she added. 

Houston moves 
to rein in topless 
nightclubs 

HOUSTON (R) — Topless 
dancers are up in arms over 
plans to close topless dubs 
in Houston that would strip 
dancers of jobs. The pala- 
tial topless clubs, a trade- 
mark of the Texan city’s 
nightlife, feature valet 
parking, marble floors and 
overstuffed chairs and are 
part of a $4 billion a year 
U.S. topless industry. But 
the Houston city council is 
set to vote on Wednesday 
on measures that would 
force the clubs out of 
neighbourhoods, subject 
dancers to criminal back- 
ground checks and ban “lap 
dances” where women per- 
form private dances at 
close range for big tips. 
One proposed rule "would 
keep club patrons at least 
one metre away from the 
entertainers. 

‘Independence Day’, 
top movie in Peopled 
Choice awards 

SANTA MONICA, Cafir 
fomia (R) — “Indep- 
endence Day” won best 
film and Mel Gibson was’ 
named best actor in~4h®. 
23rd annual PeopfeY 
Choice awards, a fans’ pop - 
ularity contest for Ifia. 
television and ninSfc- 
Sandra Bullock was named 
best movie actress, ‘and 
“Seinfeld” and *‘ER” 
best television • shows,^ap 


Fox tied for favourite 
performer in a new_tefc|t 
sion series. The a||g 
were chosen by a telepw|| 
poll of Americans aggie 
and above. Addressmi^g* 
televised cew^p 
George Gallup Jr„ 
of the Gallup Oiganj$3|j|p 
which conducted ttjejjjffi 
did not give an exact®®!? 
ber of people survej®^^ 
said his group callcd^ T 
sands who represe5||g|f 
million Americans. 










